
Thanksgiving in the U.S. - Free Podcast #15 

Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

 

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1 - History of Thanksgiving in the U.S. 

Part 2 – A typical American Thanksgiving 

Part 3 – Short story – Different perspectives 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.  You may also join the 

Learning English Faster .com Facebook group at the following link:    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654/ 

 

 

Part 1 - History of Thanksgiving in the U.S. 

There are many thanksgivings celebrated around the world and for generally the 
same reason, to give thanks.  The first official thanksgiving in the United States 
was celebrated by about 50 pilgrims and 90 Native Americans.  A pilgrim is a 
traveler, and these pilgrims were travelers from England.  After the Native 
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Americans showed the pilgrims how to grow food, they decided to celebrate what 
is commonly known as the first official Thanksgiving in 1621.  Thanksgiving in the 
U.S. is celebrated with a feast the last Thursday of every November.  Thanksgiving 
originated as a harvest festival and it still revolves around food.  In 1863, 
President Abraham Lincoln officially proclaimed Thanksgiving as a national 
holiday.   

 

Part 2 – A typical American Thanksgiving 

It is not uncommon for people in the United States to prepare for their 
thanksgiving feast for weeks.  Part of this preparation is the fall decorations.  
Common home decorations include corn husks, pumpkins, squash, and many 
differently colored ears of corn.  It is generally considered to be distasteful to put 
up Christmas decorations until after thanksgiving, but you can always find a few 
homes rushing the season.  Family members generally come from all around to 
enjoy the feast.  This feast traditionally consists of turkey, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, cranberries, and pumpkin pie.  After a big thanksgiving 
meal, it is extremely common to turn on the television and watch some American 
football.  Another thing American’s like to watch is the thanksgiving parade.  The 
largest and most famous parade is the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New 
York City.  It is also common to wake up early to run in local races called turkey 
trots, often for charity.  Thanksgiving is obviously a dangerous time for turkeys in 
the United States.  One of the country's funnier traditions is having the president 
of the United States pardon one turkey.  The lucky bird's life is spared, and it 
spends its final years at the former estate of the nation’s first president, George 
Washington.   

 

Part 3  -  Different perspectives (Present, Past, Future) 

Now, I will tell a short story 3 times.  First, I will tell the story in present tense, then 

I will repeat the same story in the past tense.  Finally, I will tell the same story in 

future tense.  As always, just relax and try to paint a picture of the story in your 

mind.  As you listen to the different versions of the story, try to notice the 

differences.   
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Present tense: 

Jane is a typical 16-year-old American girl, who is living in New York.  This year 

Jane has a very busy thanksgiving.  When Jane wakes up, she gets ready and 

drives to her church to participate in a 5K Turkey Trot run.  Jane has a good run 

and is happy to come in third place.  After the run, Jane returns home to help her 

mother prepare the turkey and set the table.  During the day, Jane has a great 

time catching up with her relatives and everyone has their fill of turkey, mashed 

potatoes, and pumpkin pie.  After dinner, everyone gathers around the TV to 

watch this year’s thanksgiving parade.  They also watch the president of the 

United States pardon one very lucky turkey during a break.  After the parade, Jane 

and her family all watch American football and drink hot apple cider.  When Janes 

relatives leave, she helps her mother clean up and bring the Christmas 

decorations down from the attic, so they are ready to be put up the following day.   

 

Now, I will tell the story in past tense: 

Jane was a typical 16-year-old American girl, who lived in New York.  This year 

Jane had a very busy thanksgiving.  When Jane woke up, she got ready and drove 

to her church to participate in a 5K Turkey Trot run.  Jane had a good run, and she 

even came in third place.  After the run, Jane returned home to help her mother 

prepare the turkey and set the table.  During the day, Jane had a great time 

catching up with her relatives and everyone had their fill of turkey, mashed 

potatoes, and pumpkin pie.  After dinner, everyone gathered around the TV to 

watch this year’s thanksgiving parade.  They also watched the president of the 

United States pardon one very lucky turkey during a break.  After the parade, Jane 

and her family all watched American football and drank hot apple cider.  After 

Janes relatives left, she helped her mother clean up and bring the Christmas 

decorations down from the attic, so they would be ready to put up the following 

day.   

 

I will now tell the story in the future tense:   

Jane will be a typical 16-year-old American girl, who lives in New York.  This year 

Jane is going to have a very busy thanksgiving.  When Jane wakes up, she will get 



ready and drive to her church to participate in a 5K Turkey Trot run.  Jane will 

have a good run, and she will even come in third place.  After the run, Jane is 

going to return home to help her mother prepare the turkey and set the table.  

During the day, Jane is going to have a great time catching up with her relatives 

and everyone will have their fill of turkey, mashed potatoes, and pumpkin pie.  

After dinner, everyone is going to gather around the TV to watch this year’s 

thanksgiving parade.  They will also watch the president of the United States 

pardon one very lucky turkey during a break.  After the parade, Jane and her 

family are going to all watch American football and drink hot apple cider.  After 

Janes relatives leave, she is going to help her mother clean up and bring the 

Christmas decorations down from the attic, so they will be ready to put up the 

following day.   

 

  Conclusion 

This free podcast uses the same learning methods that are used in the complete 

courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because they 

provide much more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the same 

story.  If you like this free podcast, please help me to continue developing content 

by sharing an episode or 2 on your favorite social media.   

 

Until next week.   

 


