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Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1  - Artificial intelligence (A.I.)  

Part 2 – Short story 

Part 3 – Questions and answers 

 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.   

 

Part 1  - Artificial intelligence or (A.I.) 

In recent years, Facebook engineers were designing chatbots to be able to 

communicate with humans.  Then, something very interesting happened.  A 

Facebook engineer had the idea to have a chatbot communicate with another 

chatbot just to see what would happen.  However, when the A.I. chatbots started 



communicating, the engineers had no idea what they were saying to each other 

because the chatbots invented their own language.  International news soon 

reported that Facebook had to shut the chatbots down because they were getting 

too smart, getting out of control, and that there was fear of a Skynet type of 

situation.  If you are not familiar with the Terminator movies, this is where A.I. 

decides to kill off all of humanity.  The news may have exaggerated the fact, but it 

still is very creepy and makes you wonder what will happen when A.I. is smarter 

than all humanity.   

The truth is that A.I. is already here, and it is advancing VERY rapidly.  Netflix uses 

A.I. to recommend movies that you might like to see.  Retailers have been using 

A.I. for years to predict what you want to buy next based on your buying history.    

Stephen Hawking and Elon Musk are just two of many voices that warn of the 

dangers of A.I.  The problem is that if A.I. decided that humans were taking up 

space and decided to wage war on humanity, there would be nothing that we 

could do about it.  We would not even have a chance because A.I. is so much 

more intelligent that even the smartest humans.  Think of it this way, let’s say 

that mice have an intelligence of 1, chimpanzees are a 4, and dolphins are at 8.  

Humans are only at an intelligence of about a 10.  A.I. could easily be at an 

intelligence of 1,000, or even much more.  This is because once there is an A.I. 

consciousness, it could easily and rapidly improve on itself until it was more 

intelligent and more powerful than we humans could ever even imagine.  When 

the best scientific minds in the world were asked when an A.I. would be smarter 

than humans, the average answer was the year 2040, but it could even be sooner 

than that.  Once that does happen, and it will happen, there are 2 possible fates 

for humans.  If A.I. does not value human life, we will not be around very long 

because the A.I. will just develop a super deadly super virus or something like 

that.  However, if the A.I. does value human life, it could work with and assist 

humanity with inventions beyond anything we could ever imagine.   

 

Part 2 – Short story  Just listen and try to paint a picture of the story in your mind.   

In the year 2014, an A.I. from a Target store predicted that a high school girl was 

pregnant before she even knew herself.  Apparently, the A.I. noticed slight 



changes in the teenagers buying habits, such as buying sent-free soap.  The girl’s 

father was upset when the store started sending advertisements for diapers and 

other baby items, so he drove to the store to complain.  He asked the store 

manager if he was trying to encourage his teenage daughter to get pregnant by 

sending her coupons for baby items.  The store manager just apologized, and 

the man went home.  Soon after, the man called the store manager and 

returned the apology because he learned that his daughter was pregnant.   

 

Part 3 – Questions and answers 

Now I will tell a small part of the story followed by a pause, this pause is your 

opportunity to answer out loud.  Short and quick one- or two-word answers are 

best.  This technique simulates a conversation and helps you to start thinking in 

English.    

In the year 2014, an A.I. from a Target store predicted that a high school girl was 

pregnant before she even knew herself. 

-Did an A.I. from target get a high school girl pregnant? 

No, of course not, but it did predict that she was pregnant.     

 

Apparently, the A.I. noticed slight changes in the teenagers buying habits, such 

as buying sent-free soap.   

-Did the A.I. notice a change in the girl’s buying habits or a change in her weight? 

The A.I. noticed a change in the girl’s buying habits.   

 

The girl’s father was upset when the store started sending advertisements for 

diapers and other baby items, so he drove to the store to complain.   

-Was the girl’s father happy that she was receiving coupons for diapers and baby 

items? 

No, not at all, the girl’s father was angry.    



 

He asked the store manager if he was trying to encourage his teenage daughter 

to get pregnant by sending her coupons for baby items.   

-Did he ask the store manager if he could use his daughter’s coupons? 

No, he did not ask the store manager if he could use his daughter’s coupons, he 

asked if he was trying to encourage his daughter to get pregnant.   

 

The store manager just apologized, and the man went home.  

-Did the store manager apologize to the girl’s father? 

Yes, the store manager did not know what to say, so he just apologized.    

 

Soon after, the man called the store manager and returned the apology because 

he learned that his daughter was pregnant.   

-Did the girl’s father call to yell at the store manager? 

No, the girl’s father did not call to yell at the store manager, he called to apologize 

because he learned that his daughter was pregnant.   

 

Conclusion 

I hope that you enjoyed our little discussion on A.I.  Remember that you can find 

complete audio courses, which are much more in-depth and based on famous 

American stories at learningenglishfaster.com.  If you have a question or 

comment, I would love to hear from you.  You can leave comments at 

https://www.learningenglishfaster.com/pages/contact.  If you like this free 

podcast, please help me to continue developing content by sharing an episode or 

2 on your favorite social media.   

 

Until next week.   

https://www.learningenglishfaster.com/pages/contact

