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-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

  

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Please remember that you can always access the complete 

written transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.  I highly 

recommend reading each transcript and looking up any words you do not know 

before starting to listen to the podcast, and I also recommend repeating each 

podcast until you can understand 90%-95% of it.   

In this episode we will be discussing a short true story by using the different 

perspectives method.  This is the same method that is used to conclude each 

chapter of the complete courses.     

Part 1 – Past tense  

Part 2 – Present tense 

Part 3 – Future tense 

Instructions:  I will tell a short true story 3 times.  First, I will tell the story in past 
tense, then I will repeat the same story in the present tense.  Finally, I will tell the 
story again in future tense.  As always, I recommend that you just relax and try to 
paint a picture of the story in your mind, while you try to notice the differences in 
each tense.   



 

Introduction:  In the life of just about every young boy, there comes a time when 

they have a fascination with fire.  I have decided to call this childish fascination 

the pyro phase.  There is a saying in English:  if you play with fire, you are going to 

get burned.  Well, this is a story of when my identical twin brother and I put the 

saying to the test when we were about 12 years old.   

Part 1 – Past tense  

When my brother and I were about 12 years old, we went through our pyro 

phase.  We weren’t bad kids, but we did have a mischievous nature that landed us 

in trouble on more than one occasion.  One day, my brother and I went to an old, 

abandoned railroad bridge because we were bored.  This was a rusty old railroad 

bridge that went over the railroad tracks that were still in use.  We used to love 

standing on the old bridge when trains sped by underneath our feet, because the 

whole structure shook.  Another thing that we liked to occasionally do is light 

fires, and usually this would amount to no more than a campfire and cause no 

real problems.  However, on this particularly windy and dry day we got a little 

more excitement than we bargained for.  After we lit some logs on fire by the 

bridge, we decided to throw other stuff on the fire to see it burst into flames.  

Well, after we threw some dry leaves on the fire, the heat from the fire pushed 

the flaming leaves up into the air.  Then, the wind blew the leaves into some dry 

grass and the grass started burning in different places.  My brother and I 

immediately ran to the flaming grass and started stomping out the flames with 

our feet.  However, the wind kept the fires spreading faster than we could put 

them out.  After about 15 minutes, we were really starting to worry because we 

could see that the wind was blowing the flames toward some nearby houses.  We 

started to think that the only thing we could do is run and call the fire 

department.  At that moment, and only by the grace of God, the wind died down 

long enough for us to stomp out the last of the grass fires.  I cannot say that this 

completely ended our pyro phase, but I can say that we were always a little more 

careful after that day.   



Part 2 – Present tense 

My brother and I are a little more than 12 years old, and we are in our pyro phase.  

We aren’t bad kids, but we do have a mischievous nature that occasionally lands 

us in trouble.  One day, my brother and I decide to go to an old, abandoned 

railroad bridge because we are bored.  This rusty old railroad bridge goes over the 

railroad tracks that are still in use.  We love standing on the old bridge when 

trains speed by underneath our feet, because the whole structure shakes.  

Another thing that we like to occasionally do is light fires, and usually this 

amounts to no more than a campfire and causes no real problems.  However, on 

this particularly windy and dry day we get a little more excitement than we 

bargain for.  After we lite some logs on fire by the bridge, we decide to throw 

other stuff on the fire to see it burst into flames.  Well, after we throw some dry 

leaves on the fire, the heat from the fire pushes the flaming leaves up into the air.  

Then, the wind blows the leaves into some dry grass and the grass starts burning 

in different places.  My brother and I immediately run to the flaming grass and 

start stomping out the flames with our feet.  However, the wind keeps spreading 

the fires faster than we can put them out.  After about 15 minutes, we are really 

starting to worry because we can see that the wind is blowing the flames toward 

some nearby houses.  We start to think that the only thing we can do is run and 

call the fire department.  At that moment, and only by the grace of God, the wind 

dies down long enough for us to stomp out the last of the grass fires.  I cannot say 

that this completely ends our pyro phase, but I can say that we are always a little 

more careful now.   

 

Part 3 – Future tense  

My brother and I will be about 12 years old when we go through our pyro phase.  

We won’t be bad kids, but we are going to have a mischievous nature that 

occasionally lands us in trouble.  One day, my brother and I will go to an old, 

abandoned railroad bridge because we are going to be bored.  It will be a rusty 

old railroad bridge that goes over the railroad tracks that will still be in use.  We 

will love to stand on the old bridge when trains speed by underneath our feet, 



because the whole structure shakes.  Another thing that we will like to 

occasionally do is light fires, and usually this amounts to no more than a campfire 

and causes no real problems.  However, on one particularly windy and dry day we 

are going to get a little more excitement than we bargained for.  After we lite 

some logs on fire by the bridge, we will decide to throw other stuff on the fire to 

see it burst into flames.  Well, after we throw some dry leaves on the fire, the 

heat from the fire is going to push the flaming leaves up into the air.  Then, the 

wind will blow the leaves into some dry grass and the grass is going to start 

burning in different places.  My brother and I will immediately run to the flaming 

grass and start stomping out the flames with our feet.  However, the wind is going 

to keep spreading the fires faster than we can put them out.  After about 15 

minutes, we will really start to worry, because we will be able to see that the wind 

is blowing the flames toward some nearby houses.  We will start to think that the 

only thing we can do is run and call the fire department.  At that moment, and 

only by the grace of God, the wind is going to die down long enough for us to 

stomp out the last of the grass fires.  I cannot say that this experience will 

completely end our pyro phase, but I can say that we will always be a little more 

careful.   

  

 

 

This free podcast uses some of the same learning methods that are used in the 
complete courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because 
they provide MUCH more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the 
same story.  If you like this free podcast, please help me to continue developing 
content by liking, subscribing, and sharing on your favorite social media.   

 

Until next week.   


