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Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

  

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1 - There, they’re, their 

Part 2 - Short story 

Part 3 - Questions and answers 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.  FYI, the written 

transcripts will be especially helpful for this episode.    

  

Part 1 - There, they’re, there are there commonly confused words in the English 
language, even for some native speakers.  All three of them are pronounced the 
same and the spelling differences don’t always help people from mixing them up.  
Words in English that sound the same, but have different meanings and spellings 
are called homophones.  There are many homophones in the English language, 
but today I am going to focus on these three because they can cause a lot of 
problems if you don’t understand them.  I will try to cover some other common 
homophones in the near future.     



There (“there”) basically means at that place or the opposite of here.  For 
example, I left the keys over there.   

They’re (“they’re”) is a contraction for they are.  For example, they’re going to get 
some coffee.  Good news, in English using contractions is optional, so feel free to 
just say they are.   

Their (“their”) means that something belongs to them.  For example, they left 
their car at the airport.   

 

Part 2 - Short story 

Last winter, my family decided to have a week-long family reunion, so I suggested 
that they all leave their cold weather behind and come to Puerto Rico.  I told 
everyone that they’re all welcome to stay at my house, but my parents decided to 
stay at a hotel.  When my parents arrived, I picked them up at the airport and put 
their luggage in the trunk.  Then, I brought them to their hotel.  My brother, and 
his family decided to stay at my house, so I told them how to get there from the 
airport.  After everyone was situated, I told them that there are lots of things to 
do in Puerto Rico, but everyone had their minds set on the beach.  So, the next 
day everyone packed their beach things and we drove there.  Everyone had so 
much fun at the beach that they wanted to go back there every day.  Everyone 
made sure to take lots of pictures to post on their Facebook accounts.  My family 
told me that they are going to be envied by everyone at their work because of 
their tans.  I think that this family reunion will be one that we will never forget.     

 

Part 3 - Questions and Answers:  Now, I will tell a small part of the story followed 

by a pause, this pause is time for you to answer out loud.  Short and quick answers 

are best.  My answers may by slightly longer to provide context.  This technique 

simulates a conversation and helps you to start thinking in English.  Answer the 

questions as if you were telling the story.    

Last winter, my family decided to have a week-long family reunion, so I suggested 
that they all leave their cold weather behind and come to Puerto Rico.   

-Where did you suggest that your family reunion be held, Alaska or Puerto Rico? 



It was winter, so I suggested that we hold the family reunion in Puerto Rico.   

 

I told everyone that they’re all welcome to stay at my house, but my parents 
decided to stay at a hotel.  When my parents arrived, I picked them up at the 
airport and put their luggage in the trunk.  Then, I brought them to their hotel.   

-Did your parents decide that they are going to stay at your house? 

No, they decided to stay at a close by hotel, so when I picked them up at the 
airport, I brought them there.   

 

My brother, and his family decided to stay at my house, so I told them how to get 
there from the airport.   

-How did your brother know how to get to your house? 

I told him how to get there from the airport.   

 

After everyone was situated, I told them that there are lots of things to do in 
Puerto Rico, but everyone had their minds set on the beach.  So, the next day 
everyone packed their beach things and we drove there.   

-Did everyone have their minds set on going to the beach? 

Yes, I tried to tell them that there are lots of things to do in Puerto Rico, but they 
all had their minds set on the beach.   

 

Everyone had so much fun at the beach that they wanted to go back there every 
day.  Everyone made sure to take lots of pictures to post on their Facebook 
accounts.   

-Did your family want to go to the beach every day? 



Yep, they all had such a great time at the beach that they wanted to go back there 
every day.   

 

My family told me that they are going to be envied by everyone at their work 
because of their tans.  I think that this family reunion will be one that we will 
never forget.     

-Why does your family think that they’re going to be envied by everyone at their 
work? 

My family thinks that they’re going to be envied by everyone at their work 
because of their dark tans.  I’m just glad that everyone had a great time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This free podcast uses some of the same learning methods that are used in the 
complete courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because 
they provide much more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the 
same story.  If you like this free podcast, please help me to continue developing 
content by liking, subscribing, and sharing on your favorite social media.   

 

Until next week. 


