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Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

  

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1 - How to speak like an American 

Part 2 - Short true story 

Part 3 - Questions and answers 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.   

Part 1 – Speak like an American 

So, why would you want to speak like an American, and what exactly does that 
mean?  To make a long story short, the biggest reason to speak like an American 
is so that more people can easily understand you.  As I stated in the free ESL 
podcast #1, the midwestern American accent is the most widely accepted accent, 
and it is for this reason that it is the accent that you will almost always hear when 
you listen to American news.  This is why a midwestern American accent is often 
referred to as “broadcaster English” or “Standard American English.”  



Additionally, if you are able to speak like an American, it will greatly improve your 
confidence because you will not have to repeat yourself.  As a result, this will have 
a positive impact on your social interactions, and you will certainly have more fun 
socializing with friends and co-workers.   

So how do you speak like an American?  Well, there are a number of ways to work 
on this, and I will go over the ones that I think will be most useful for you.  First of 
all, it is generally a good idea to speak slower than usual.  This tip may sound a bit 
strange, but if you try it, you will see the difference.  There are many common 
languages that are spoken at a faster rate than the English language, such as 
Russian, Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, and Hindi to name a few.   

My second tip is to try and understand the importance of using contractions.  
Native American speakers almost always use contractions. Most contractions are 
not slang but grammatically correct combinations of separate words that are 
shortened. In writing, Americans use an apostrophe to replace the missing letters.  
Some examples of common contractions include the following:  cannot changes 
to can’t, will not changes to won’t, and I am changes to I’m.  Using contractions is 
optional, but it does demonstrate a more advanced level of English, and this is 
why I only use them in my advanced-intermediate complete course called, 
Huckleberry Finn.   

My third tip is to try and use American idioms or expressions when you can, 
especially in informal settings.  For more on common American idioms, please 
reference the free ESL podcast #16. 

My fourth tip is to read aloud or out loud.  It helps to hear yourself pronouncing 
what you are practicing.  This is one reason I always recommend answering the 
questions in my lessons out loud.  It is also a good idea to read aloud when you 
read the transcripts for each lesson before you start listening to it.   

My fifth tip is to sing along with a song.  This is for advanced speakers, but it can 
be an effective and fun way to practice your English.   

My sixth and tip is to watch American news when you can.  As I stated earlier, 
American news almost always uses a midwestern accent that is very easy to 
understand.  However, this is also an advanced technique because most new 
hosts do speak very quickly.     



My seventh and final piece of advice is to try and use some American slang, 
especially whey you are in an informal setting.   Some examples are as follows: 

-Instead of “kind of,” use “kinda” 

-Instead of “going to,” use “gonna” 

-Instead of “want to,” use “wanna” 

-Instead of “yes,” use “yep” 

-Instead of “disgusting,” use “nasty” 

-Instead of “I agree with you,” use “right” (with an exaggerated I) 

-Instead of “hello”, use “what’s happening” 

-and Instead of “all of you,” use “you guys” 

Part 2 - Short true story 

When my brother and I were about 10-years-old, we had a friend who was a little 
different.  This may be because his parents were what some would refer to as 
rednecks (or uneducated people).  Anyway, one day we decided that it would be 
fun to explore our friends’ garage that looked like it had not seen the light of day 
in about 100 years.  I asked my brother and our friend, “you guys wanna check 
out what’s in there?”  They said “yep,” so we opened the old garage door to 
reveal a rusty car covered with dust and surrounded with junk just about 
everywhere.  It kinda smelled like a really old person’s home.  Anyway, my 
brother was the first one to enter, and I was right behind him.  When we reached 
the back of the garage, we found an old refrigerator (or fridge), so I asked my 
brother: “you gonna open it or not.”  Well, he didn’t look like he was too big on 
the idea, but he decided to just “bite the bullet” (or get it over with), and he 
opened the old fridge door.  Now, I was standing a good 10 feet away, but the 
nasty smell that came out of that old fridge almost knocked me over.  My poor 
brother was at the epicenter of the nasty refrigerator bomb, so I’m afraid there 
was no saving him.  He immediately lost his breakfast (or threw up) all over the 
floor as my friend and I ran out for fresh air.  Soon, my brother staggered out of 



the garage looking a bit “under the weather” (or sick).  This certainly wasn’t what 
we expected to find, but oddly enough, the memory still brings a smile to my face.   

Part 3 – Questions and Answers:  Now I will tell a small part of the true story 

followed by a pause, this pause is time for you to answer out loud.  Short and 

quick answers are best.  My answers may by slightly longer to provide context.  

This technique simulates a conversation and helps you to start thinking in English.  

Answer the questions as if you were telling the story.    

When my brother and I were about 10-years-old, we had a friend who was a 
little different.  This may be because his parents were what some would refer to 
as rednecks (or uneducated people).   

-Did your friend’s parents live in the south, have missing teeth, and play the 
banjo? 

No, they just were not very well educated and smelled like alcohol.   

Anyway, one day we decided that it would be fun to explore our friends’ garage 
that looked like it had not seen the light of day in about 100 years.  I asked my 
brother and our friend, “you guys wanna check out what’s in there?” 

-Did you ask your brother and your friend if they wanted to explore a creepy old 
garage? 

Yep, I said:  “you guys wanna check out what’s in there?” 

They said “yep,” so we opened the old garage door to reveal a rusty car covered 
with dust and surrounded with junk just about everywhere.  It kinda smelled 
like a really old person’s home. 

Did the old garage smell like a rose? 

No, it didn’t smell anything like a rose.  It kinda smelled like a really old person’s 
home.  My first thought was that something may have died in there.  

Anyway, my brother was the first one to enter, and I was right behind him.  
When we reached the back of the garage, we found an old refrigerator (or 
fridge), so I asked my brother: “you gonna open it or not.”   



-Did your brother go straight to the old refrigerator and open it up or was he a 
little hesitant? 

My brother didn’t open the fridge right away.  He was a little hesitant, so I asked 
him, “you gonna open it or not?” 

Well, he didn’t look like he was too big on the idea, but he decided to just “bite 
the bullet” (or get it over with), and he opened the old fridge door.  Now, I was 
standing a good 10 feet away, but the nasty smell that came out of that old 
fridge almost knocked me over.   

What almost knocked you over? 

The nasty smell that came out of that old fridge almost knocked me over.   

My poor brother was at the epicenter of the nasty refrigerator bomb, so I’m 
afraid there was no saving him.  He immediately lost his breakfast (or threw up) 
all over the floor as my friend and I ran out for fresh air.   

-Did your brother find breakfast in the old fridge? 

No, my brother actually lost his breakfast all over the floor after he was hit with 
one of the nastiest smells I have ever experienced.   

Soon, my brother staggered out of the garage looking a bit “under the weather” 
(or sick).  This certainly wasn’t what we expected to find, but oddly enough, the 
memory still brings a smile to my face.   

-Is this a good memory for you? 

Oddly enough, I would have to say that it is a good memory for me because it still 
brings a smile to my face.  Although, I’m not sure that I can say the same for my 
brother.   

 

 

 



This free podcast uses the same learning methods that are used in the complete 
courses, but the complete courses are superior because they provide much more 
context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the same story.  If you like this 
free podcast, please help me to continue developing content by liking, 
subscribing, and sharing on your favorite social media.   

Until next week.   


