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-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

  

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1 - What are pet peeves? 

Part 2 - Short true story 

Part 3 – Questions and answers 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.  You may also join the 

“Learning English Faster .com” Facebook group and meet other people who are 

also learning English.  Just go to: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654 

Part 1 – What are pet peeves? 

A pet peeve is a behavior that generates a slight annoyance in people.  They are 
not things that are so inappropriate and rude that action is required, but they are 
generally bothersome in a way that will make you roll your eyes in frustration.  
Pet peeves also vary from one individual to another.  One person might want to 
crawl out of their own skin when someone scratches a chalkboard, but another 
person in the same room might not mind it at all.  Some of my personal pet 
peeves include littering (or throwing trash on the ground), driving below the 
speed limit in the fast lane, and double parking.  In my humble opinion there is 
just no reason not to put trash where it belongs, no reason not to drive in the 
slow lane when you want to drive slowly, and no reason to double park.  These 
things are usually not worth a reaction, but they are an annoyance.       

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654


 

Part 2 - Short true story 

As I mentioned, double parking is one of my pet peeves.  I also mentioned that 
pet peeves usually are just an annoyance and not worth a response, but this is not 
always the case.  The term double parking can have a couple of different 
meanings.  It can refer to someone parking next to your car in a way that you 
cannot pull your car out of your parking space.  It can also mean that someone is 
parked in a way that takes up more than one parking space.   

One summer day, I drove to a local county fair with a friend.  Well, we arrived at 
the fair a little late and it was packed with people.  To make things worse, there 
was not even one free parking space in the entire town.  After driving around 
looking for parking for a while, I noticed a car that was double parked.  The car 
was parked diagonal across two parking spaces.  I thought to myself, how rude.  
However, I decided that we could make this situation work to our advantage, so I 
stopped the car and my friend and I got out.  We decided that we would lift the 
back end of the car that was double parked and move it into one parking spot to 
make room for us.  Well, there were people walking all around, so I was a little 
worried that someone might get mad at us for moving someone else’s car.  
However, I figured that it was worth the risk.  My friend and I picked up the back 
end of the car and placed it so that the car was perfectly parked in one parking 
space.  Then, a large group of people who were walking by stopped and starred at 
my friend and me.  We started to worry little, but then the group all started 
clapping.  My friend and I just looked at each other, laughed, and took a bow.  
Then, I parked my car in the space that we had just created.  I decided to write 
down the license plate of the other car and leave it in my window, so that the 
owner knew that I had his number.  This memory still brings a smile to my face.   

 

Part 3 – Questions and Answers:  Now I will tell a small part of the true story 

followed by a pause, this pause is time for you to answer out loud.  Short and 

quick answers are best.  My answers may by slightly longer to provide context.  

This technique simulates a conversation and helps you to start thinking in English.  

Answer the questions as if you were telling the story.    



One summer day, I drove to a local county fair with a friend.  Well, we arrived at 
the fair a little late and it was packed with people.   

-Did you arrive at the county fair early or a little late? 

My friend and I arrived at the county fair a little late and it was packed.   

To make things worse, there was not even one free parking space in the entire 
town.  After driving around looking for parking for a while, I noticed a car that 
was double parked.   

-Did you decide to double park because there were no open parking spaces? 

No, I did not double park, but I did notice a car that was double parked.   

The car was parked diagonal across two parking spaces.  I thought to myself, 
how rude.   

-When you saw the car parked across two parking spaces, did you think that it 
was nice of that person to save a spot for his friend? 

No, I did not think that it was nice at all, I thought that it was rude.   

However, I decided that we could make this situation work to our advantage, so 
I stopped the car and my friend and I got out.  We decided that we would lift the 
back end of the car that was double parked and move it into one parking spot to 
make room for us.   

-Did you decide to move the car? 

Yep, my friend and I decided that we would move the car so that it was only in 
one parking space.   

Well, there were people walking all around, so I was a little worried that 
someone might get mad at us for moving someone else’s car.  However, I 
figured that it was worth the risk.   

-Were you worried that someone might call the police on you and your friend for 
moving someone else’s car? 



Yes, we were a little worried, but we figured that it was worth the risk.   

My friend and I picked up the back end of the car and placed it so that the car 
was perfectly parked in one parking space.  Then, a large group of people who 
were walking by stopped and starred at my friend and me.   

-Did anyone notice that you and your friend just moved a car? 

Yes, there was a large group of people that saw us and were starring at us.   

We started to worry little, but then the group all started clapping.  My friend 
and I just looked at each other, laughed, and took a bow.   

-Were the people in the large group angry at you or happy that you moved a rude 
person’s car? 

Apparently, the group of people were happy that we moved the jerk’s car 
because they all started clapping. 

Then, I parked my car in the space that we had just created.  I decided to write 
down the license plate of the other car and leave it in my window, so that the 
owner knew that I had his number.  This memory still brings a smile to my face.   

-Why did you write down the license plate number of the rude person’s car? 

I wrote down the license plate number of the car and put in my window where 
everyone could see it, so that the owner of the car would think twice before 
messing with my car.   

 

This free podcast uses the same learning methods that are used in the complete 

courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because they 

provide much more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the same 

story.  If you would like to try one of the complete courses, you can currently find 

a free trial on the products page at LearningEnglishFaster.com.   

 

Until next week.   


