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Low-intermediate course preview - Free ESL Podcast #35 - Lesson 5 of 5 

In this episode, we will be concluding the preview of the low-intermediate 

conversational English audio course called The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  This 

lesson will be a little different.  I will tell part of the main story from 3 different 

perspectives:  present, past, and future.  As always, I recommend that you just 

relax and enjoy the story as you paint a picture of what is happening in your 

mind.  Additionally, try to notice the subtle differences that change the story 

from one perspective to another. 

If you found the lessons in the preview challenging, this is the correct level for 

you because they should challenge you.  If the lessons were very easy to 

understand, you are ready for the advanced-intermediate course called, 

Huckleberry Finn.     

Lesson 5 

Different perspectives (present, Past, future) 

-Part 1- 

Now let’s take a look at the story from different perspectives.  We will start with 

present tense. 

Tom is a country boy who lives with his Aunt Polly and little brother Sid in a 

small Missouri town next to the Mississippi River.  Tom’s aunt wonders if she is 

doing a good job of raising him.  She cannot bring herself to be harsh with him 

because he is her dead sister’s child.  Tom plays hooky from school, and he can 

get away with it if his little brother, Sid, does not tell Aunt Polly. 

However, before Aunt Polly can question Tom about skipping school, he 

escapes.  In the small town of St. Petersburg, Tom meets a stranger; another 

boy who Tom does not know.  The other boy is dressed like a “city slicker” 

according to Tom.  Both boys exchange insults, and both threaten to get their 

bigger bothers involved. 
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In reality, neither Tom nor the other boy has a bigger brother.  Eventually, Tom 

draws a line in the dirt on the ground and dares the other boy to step over it, 

which he does immediately.  The boys then tumble to the ground, punching and 

scratching each other as they roll in the dust.  Eventually, the city slicker gives 

up, and they stop fighting. 

-Part 2- 

The next part of the story will be told in Past tense. 

After the fight, Tom stated:  “That will teach you.  Better be more careful who 

you mess with next time.”  After the fight, the boy from the city walked away 

while making threats, and then, he threw a rock that hit Tom.   Tom followed 

the other boy home.  When Aunt Polly saw Tom’s dirty and torn clothes, she 

disciplined him by giving him the task of whitewashing the fence on Saturday.   

It was a beautiful Saturday morning, but Tom’s heart was sad as he approached 

the long fence with his bucket of whitewash.  He became even more saddened 

as he thought about all of the fun expeditions he had planned for the day.  The 

thought of the other kids in the town walking by as he worked angered him 

greatly. 

Very soon, a boy from town named Ben walked by eating an apple, while 

pretending to be a steamboat captain.  Ben asked Tom if he had to work.  Tom 

replied that it is not work if he is enjoying himself, as he resumed whitewashing 

the fence, as if he did not care.  Ben was initially skeptical. 

-Part 3- 

The next part of the story will be told from the perspective of Future tense. 

Tom will cleverly state that it is not every day that a boy gets to whitewash a 

fence, and before long, Ben will be practically begging him to help with the 

fence, but Tom is going to pretend that he is not interested.  Eventually, Ben will 

even offer Tom his apple to allow him to help, and Tom will finally give him the 

brush with a look of reluctance on his face.  While Ben starts whitewashing the 
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fence, Tom is going to sit in the shade and plan the best way to approach the 

next unsuspecting victim to wander by. 

By the end of the day, Tom will have half the kids in town working on the fence 

and a small treasure to show for it.  Tom will discover that it is human nature to 

have a greater desire for things that are difficult to attain, and that a task is 

often only considered work if you are obliged to do it.   

  

That concludes this short lesson and the preview of chapter one of the low-

intermediate audio course, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  This chapter is the 

shortest of the 11 chapters in the course, because they are designed to increase 

as your understanding of the English language increases.  I hope by now, you can 

clearly see how the context in the story gives your brain what it needs to naturally 

acquire common phrases and verbal patterns, without the need to study 

grammar.  When you are done learning this lesson, I suggest you do a little 

experiment.  I suggest going back and listening to the entire chapter again.  I think 

that you might be surprised at how much better you understand it.  After you 

have listened to the story and the 5 chapter one lessons again, please leave a 

comment and share your experience with the rest of us.  I plan on resuming the 

regular free podcast format next week.  

 

Until then.   


