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Low-intermediate course preview - Free ESL Podcast #34, Lesson 4 

In this episode we will be previewing lesson number 4 from the low-

intermediate conversational audio course called The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  

Remember to read through the lesson and look up any words that you do not 

know first.   

Lesson 4 

Tom then cleverly stated that it is not every day that a boy gets to whitewash a 

fence, and before long, Ben was practically begging him to help with the fence, 

but Tom pretended that he was not interested.  Eventually, Ben even offered 

Tom his apple to allow him to help, and Tom finally gave him the brush with a 

look of reluctance on his face.  While Ben started whitewashing the fence, Tom 

sat in the shade and planned the best way to approach the next unsuspecting 

victim to wander by. 

Tom then cleverly stated that it is not every day that a boy gets to whitewash a 

fence, and before long, Ben was practically begging him to help with the fence, 

but Tom pretended that he was not interested. 

-Did you ask Ben to help you with the fence? 

No, I thought it would be better to trick Ben into helping, by acting like I was 

enjoying the job.  Eventually, Ben even offered Tom his apple to allow him to 

help, and Tom finally gave him the brush with a look of reluctance on his face. 

 

-Were you able to fool Ben into helping you with the fence? 

Yes, Ben even gave me his apple so that I would allow him to help me with the 

fence.  While Ben started whitewashing the fence, Tom sat in the shade and 

planned the best way to approach the next unsuspecting victim to wander by. 
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Did you and Ben work on the fence together? 

No, as Ben started working on the fence, I sat in the shade and planned how to 

trick more kids into helping me.   

 

By the end of the day, Tom had half the kids in town working on the fence and a 

small treasure to show for it.  Tom had discovered that it is human nature to 

have a greater desire for things that are difficult to attain, and that a task is 

often only considered work if you are obliged to do it.   

By the end of the day, Tom had half the kids in town working on the fence and a 

small treasure to show for it. 

-Were you able to trick more kids into helping you with the fence? 

Yep, by the end of the day, I had half the kids in town working on the fence, and a 

small treasure to show for it.  Tom had discovered that it is human nature to 

have a greater desire for things that are difficult to attain, and that a task is 

often only considered work if you are obliged to do it. 

 

-Did you learn the lesson that your Aunt Polly wanted you to learn? 

I do not think that I learned what my Aunt Polly wanted me to learn, but I did 

learn a little about human nature.     

 

-The Story- 

Tom then cleverly stated that it is not every day that a boy gets to whitewash a 

fence, and before long, Ben was practically begging him to help with the fence, 

but Tom pretended that he was not interested.  Eventually, Ben even offered 

Tom his apple to allow him to help, and Tom finally gave him the brush with a 

look of reluctance on his face.  While Ben started whitewashing the fence, Tom 
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sat in the shade and planned the best way to approach the next unsuspecting 

victim to wander by.  By the end of the day, Tom had half the kids in town 

working on the fence and a small treasure to show for it.  Tom had discovered 

that it is human nature to have a greater desire for things that are difficult to 

attain, and that a task is often only considered work if you are obliged to do it.   

  

That is the end of this short lesson.  As the course progresses, each lesson gets a 

little longer and the English used is a little closer to how a native English speaker 

would sound.  If this lesson is too easy for you, you are ready for the advanced-

intermediate course called Huckleberry Finn.  Remember to listen to this lesson 

many times throughout the week.  This repetition allows your brain to acquire 

common verbal phrases and patterns naturally, and when you learn naturally, you 

learn FASTER!  We will conclude the chapter one preview of the low-intermediate 

course with the final lesson next week.   


