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Low-intermediate course preview - Free ESL Podcast #33, Lesson 3 

Hello, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Today, we will be continuing the preview of the low-intermediate 

conversational audio course called The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Remember 

to answer the simple questions out loud as if you were Tom. 

 

Lesson 3 

It was a beautiful Saturday morning, but Tom’s heart was sad as he approached 

the long fence with his bucket of whitewash.  He became even more saddened 

as he thought about all of the fun expeditions he had planned for the day.  The 

thought of the other kids in the town walking by as he worked angered him 

greatly. 

It was a beautiful Saturday morning, but Tom’s heart was sad as he approached 

the long fence with his bucket of whitewash. 

-Did you look forward to whitewashing the fence? 

No, I was not looking forward to whitewashing the fence, especially on a 

Saturday.  He became even more saddened as he thought about all of the fun 

expeditions he had planned for the day. 

 

-Did thinking about all of the fun expeditions that you had planned make you 

even sadder?   

Yes, as I thought about all of the fun expeditions I had planned, I became even 

sadder.  The thought of the other kids in the town walking by as he worked 

angered him greatly. 
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-Were you looking forward to seeing all of the other kids walking by you as you 

worked? 

No, I did not look forward to seeing the other kids; the thought of the other kids 

walking by as I worked made me angry.   

 

Very soon, a boy from town named Ben came walking by eating an apple, while 

pretending to be a steamboat captain.  Ben asked Tom if he had to work.  Tom 

replied that it is not work if he is enjoying himself, as he resumed whitewashing 

the fence, as if he did not care.  Ben was initially skeptical. 

Very soon, a boy from town named Ben came walking by eating an apple, while 

pretending to be a steamboat captain. 

-Did a boy from town walk by eating an orange? 

No, a boy from town did walk by, but he was eating an apple, not an orange.  Ben 

asked Tom if he had to work. 

 

-Did Ben ask you if you wanted to play steamboat captain with him? 

No, Ben did not ask me if I wanted to play steamboat captain.  He asked me if I 

had to work.  Tom replied that it is not work if he is enjoying himself, as he 

resumed whitewashing the fence, as if he did not care. 

 

-Did you tell Ben that you were bumming because you had to whitewash the 

entire fence? 

No, I did not tell Ben that I was bumming or unhappy.  I told Ben that it is not 

work if I am enjoying myself.  Ben was initially skeptical. 
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-Did Ben believe you right away? 

Ben did not believe me right away, he was initially skeptical.   

 

 

-The Story- 

It was a beautiful Saturday morning, but Tom’s heart was sad as he approached 

the long fence with his bucket of whitewash.  He became even more saddened 

as he thought about all of the fun expeditions he had planned for the day.  The 

thought of the other kids in the town walking by as he worked angered him 

greatly.  Very soon, a boy from town named Ben came walking by eating an 

apple, while pretending to be a steamboat captain.  Ben asked Tom if he had to 

work.  Tom replied that it is not work if he is enjoying himself, as he resumed 

whitewashing the fence, as if he did not care.  Ben was initially skeptical. 

 

That is the end of this short lesson.  Remember that repetition is key to success, 

so I recommend listing to this lesson over and over until you can understand most 

of it.  Next week, we will continue the story with lesson number 4.   

  

Until next week. 


