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Low-intermediate course preview - Free ESL Podcast #32, Lesson 2 

Today, we will continue previewing the low-intermediate conversational English 

audio course called The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Remember to answer the 

simple questions out loud, as if you were Tom Sawyer.  Short and quick answers 

are best. 

Lesson 2 

In reality, neither Tom nor the other boy had a bigger brother.  Eventually, Tom 

drew a line in the dirt on the ground and dared the other boy to step over it, 

which he did immediately.  The boys then tumbled to the ground, punching and 

scratching each other as they rolled in the dust.  Eventually, the city slicker gave 

up, and they stopped fighting. 

In reality, neither Tom nor the other boy had a bigger brother. 

-Do you have a bigger brother? 

No, I do not have a bigger bother, but the other boy did not know that.  

Eventually, Tom drew a line in the dirt on the ground and dared the other boy to 

step over it, which he did immediately. 

 

-Did you draw a circle in the dirt and dare the other boy to step in it? 

No, I did not craw a circle; I drew a line and dared the other boy to step over it.  

The boys then tumbled to the ground, punching and scratching each other as 

they rolled in the dust. 

 

-Did you and the other boy end up rolling in the dust? 

Yes, we tumbled to the ground, punching and scratching each other as we rolled 

in the dust.  Eventually, the city slicker gave up, and they stopped fighting. 
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-Did you give up? 

No, eventually, the other boy gave up, so we stopped fighting.   

 

After the fight, Tom stated:  “That will teach you.  Better be more careful who 

you mess with next time.”  After the fight, the boy from the city walked away 

while making threats, and then, he threw a rock that hit Tom.   Tom followed 

the other boy home.  When Aunt Polly saw Tom’s dirty and torn clothes, she 

disciplined him by giving him the task of whitewashing the fence on Saturday.   

After the fight, Tom stated:  “That will teach you.  Better be more careful who 

you mess with next time.” 

-Did you tell the other boy that he should be more careful who he messes with? 

Yep, after the other boy gave up, I said that he should be more careful who he 

messes with.  After the fight, the boy from the city walked away while making 

threats, and then, he threw a rock that hit Tom. 

 

-Did the other boy hit you with a rock? 

Yes, as the other boy was walking away, he threw a rock at me.  Tom followed 

the other boy home. 

 

-Did you follow the other boy to a restaurant?   

No, I did not follow the other boy to a restaurant.  I followed the other boy to his 

home.  When Aunt Polly saw Tom’s dirty and torn clothes, she disciplined him 

by giving him the task of whitewashing the fence on Saturday. 
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-Was your Aunt Polly happy when she saw your dirty and torn clothes? 

No, my Aunt Polly was not happy when she saw my dirty and torn clothes.  She 

was angry, so angry that she told me that I had to whitewash the fence on 

Saturday.   

 

-The Story- 

In reality, neither Tom nor the other boy had a bigger brother.  Eventually, Tom 

drew a line in the dirt on the ground and dared the other boy to step over it, 

which he did immediately.  The boys then tumbled to the ground, punching and 

scratching each other as they rolled in the dust.  Eventually, the city slicker gave 

up, and they stopped fighting.  After the fight, Tom stated:  “That will teach you.  

Better be more careful who you mess with next time.”  After the fight, the boy 

from the city walked away while making threats, and then, he threw a rock that 

hit Tom.   Tom followed the other boy home.  When Aunt Polly saw Tom’s dirty 

and torn clothes, she disciplined him by giving him the task of whitewashing the 

fence on Saturday.   

 

That is the end of this short lesson.  I suggest listening to this lesson throughout 

the week until you can understand most of it.  We will continue the story with 

lesson number 3 next week. 

  

 

 


