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Low-intermediate course preview - Free ESL Podcast #31 - Lesson 1  

In this episode we will be going over lesson 1 from the low-intermediate 

conversational English audio course called, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  It is 

strongly recommended to read through the lesson and look up any words that 

you do not know before listening to the lesson.  Then, it is recommended to 

listen to the lesson as many times as it takes for you to understand most of it.  

When I was learning Spanish, it was not unusual for me to listen to my lessons 

30 to 60 times over one to three weeks, before moving on. 

Lesson 1 

Answer the questions out loud as if you were Tom.  Short and quick answers are 

best. 

Tom was a country boy who lived with his Aunt Polly and little brother, Sid, in a 

small Missouri town next to the Mississippi River.  Tom’s aunt wondered if she 

was doing a good job of raising him.  She could not bring herself to be harsh 

with him because he is her dead sister’s child.  Tom played hooky from school, 

and he would have gotten away with it, if his little brother, Sid, did not tell Aunt 

Polly. 

Tom was a country boy who lived with his Aunt Polly and little brother, Sid, in a 

small Missouri town next to the Mississippi River. 

-Tom, do you live in the country or the city? 

I live in the country with my Aunt Polly and little brother, Sid.  We live by the 

mighty Mississippi River.  Tom’s aunt wondered if she was doing a good job of 

raising him. 

 

-Is your aunt sure that she is doing a good job of raising you? 

No, she is not sure, she tries to do a good job, but she is not sure.  She could not 

bring herself to be harsh with him because he is her dead sister’s child. 
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-Is your Aunt Polly harsh with you? 

No, my Aunt Polly cannot bring herself to be harsh with me because I am her 

dead sister’s child.  Tom played hooky from school, and he would have gotten 

away with it, if his little brother, Sid, did not tell Aunt Polly. 

 

-Did your little brother, Sid, tell your Aunt Polly that you did not go to school? 

Yes, and I would have gotten away with it if he kept his big mouth shut.   

 

However, before Aunt Polly could question Tom about skipping school, he 

escaped.  In the small town of St. Petersburg, Tom met a stranger; another boy 

who Tom did not know.  The other boy was dressed like a “city slicker” 

according to Tom.  Both boys exchanged insults, and both threatened to get 

their bigger bothers involved. 

However, before Aunt Polly could question Tom about skipping school, he 

escaped. 

 

-Did your Aunt Polly question you about skipping school? 

No, she tried to question me about skipping school, but I escaped before she had 

the opportunity.  In the small town of St. Petersburg, Tom met a stranger; 

another boy who Tom did not know. 

 

-Did you meet an old friend? 

No, I met a stranger, another boy who I did not know.  The other boy was dressed 

like a “city slicker” according to Tom.   
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-Did the other boy dress like he was from the city? 

Yes, the other boy was dressed up all fancy, like he was from the city.  Both boys 

exchanged insults, and both threatened to get their bigger bothers involved. 

 

-Did you threaten to get your little brother, Sid, involved? 

No, I did not threaten to get my little brother, Sid.  I threatened to get my bigger 

brother involved.   

-The Story- 

Tom was a country boy who lived with his Aunt Polly and little brother Sid in a 

small Missouri town next to the Mississippi River.  Tom’s aunt wondered if she 

was doing a good job of raising him.  She could not bring herself to be harsh 

with him because he is her dead sister’s child.  Tom played hooky from school, 

and he would have gotten away with it if his little brother, Sid, did not tell Aunt 

Polly.  However, before Aunt Polly could question Tom about skipping school, 

he escaped.  In the small town of St. Petersburg, Tom met a stranger; another 

boy who Tom did not know.  The other boy was dressed like a “city slicker” 

according to Tom.  Both boys exchanged insults, and both threatened to get 

their bigger bothers involved. 

 

This is the end of this short lesson.  As the course progresses, I slowly increase the 

amount of content, and I slowly speak more and more like a native English 

speaker.  This allows your brain you acquire the common verbal phrases and 

patterns you need in a natural way, and when you learn naturally, you learn 

FASTER! 

Until next week.   


