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Introduction

According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, the word “ritual” means 
“a ceremonial act or action,” “the order of words prescribed for a 
religious ceremony,” or “an act or series of acts regularly repeated in a 
set precise manner.”

Some are intimidated by the idea of developing a ritual because of the 
literal definition. But the recipe for a ritual doesn’t have to be religious 
or dogmatic to be “precise.” 

The precision of any ritual can be orchestrated by setting your intentions 
for performing the ceremonial rites. This includes everyday rituals which 
can involve a broom (and/or a vacuum too), and the act of sweeping.

Small gestures like sweeping your house or storing your broom can have 
an enormous, long-lasting impact on your spiritual well-being. 

To help you envision, create, and maintain a harmonious home where 
you’re safe and cradled by the Divine, I’ll share some ways you can use 
the broom as an instrument for developing an everyday ritual. 

Because most standard households have a broom (or vacuum), this 
ritual tool is one you’ve likely already used without realizing it. The time 
has come to recognize the power of the broom!

Discover how broom magic rituals can help you live your life with more 
purpose, meaning, focus, and power.
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The Lore of the Broom

If you look at fairytales, everyday household objects and tools associated 
with women’s work often become the catalyst for a spell. 

Cinderella is often depicted with a broom, dressed in rags, tirelessly 
sweeping the soot from the hearth where she’s forced to sleep. Yet 
despite the unfair burdens placed on her and the physical discomfort of 
the labor, she’s seen smiling to herself. 

And suddenly, she’s swept herself into the magic-spun silk of a bejeweled 
gown, and finds herself dancing with a prince at a ball. 

The daydream that comes from the contemplative practice of cleaning 
— especially sweeping — can transport us all. For this reason alone, you 
should sweep your house more often, as the daydream the act conjures 
is a spell where dreams can come true.
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The History of the Broom

Scott Cunningham and David Harrington’s book, The Magical 
Household: Spells & Rituals for the Home, is hands-down one of the 
most useful resources on witchcraft I’ve ever encountered — simply 
because the authors emphasize practical, everyday magic. 

In their chapter “By Broom and Rag,” Cunningham and Harrington 
predict the reader’s skeptical hesitancy to see how “cleaning the house” 
could ever be seen as a “mystical task.” Cunningham and Harrington 
then remind us of the sacredness of the broom: a tool primarily 
employed for the household chore of sweeping. 

I’d like you to elevate this object and see it as a symbol that has long 
been associated with both witches and the practice of witchcraft. I’d 
even argue that the broom is basically one of the most universal symbols 
— used to signify a woman as a witch (in tandem with the cauldron, 
another common household object).

Cunningham and Harrington discuss just how meaningful the broom is 
by listing and describing different broom deities from different cultures 
from all around the world, before they detail a long list of spells and 
beliefs involving the broom.

These include everything from making a wish before using a new 
broom, to hanging a broom on your bedroom door, to using a broom to 
keep away nightmares that plague you at night. 

In The Woman’s Dictionary of Symbols and Sacred Objects, Barbara G. 
Walker has an entire section devoted to the broom. 
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Walker informs us that “a popular name for medieval witches was 
‘Broom Amazons.’” Walker then explores the origin of the infamous 
image of a witch riding her broom through a moonlit sky — a picture 
so engrained in our collective psyches, I doubt it will ever cease to be!

Walker states that during the Middle Ages, “Medieval authorities 
naturally supposed the broom to serve as a magical steed able to carry a 
witch to her sabbats.” 

While I think this iconography of the witch on her broomstick is here to 
stay, I’ve seen the traditionally negative connotations around this image 
begin to dissipate. 

Once such image illustrates the ghoulish story of naked night hags 
landing in the deep of the woods sacrificing fat human babies to the 
Devil then dancing around a bonfire. They fly high on the hallucinogenic 
properties of nightshade plants like Henbane and Datura. 

But in the last few decades, such depictions have been understood as an 
extreme expression of female freedom.

After all, this was a time before birth control — a time when women 
were caged by the children they birthed and the homes they kept. 
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The History of the Broom as an 
Instrument of Protection

You might be wondering how and why a broom has become an 
instrument of protection. 

Like the cross communicates the stories of Christ, the brooms that hang 
in my home represent my belief systems. 

Because the broom is mostly made from wood — and the type of wood 
you use for your broom should certainly be something you consider — 
this makes it a branch taken from The Tree of Life. 

This symbol is also akin to the (typically wooden) cross a Christian 
might hang on their wall — not just as a gesture of devotion, but for 
purification and protection from evil forces, too. 

There are so many spells involving brooms for the intent of protection 
that it can’t be ignored. 

Brooms are used in everything from parents placing tiny brooms under 
the pillows of sleeping children to keep them safe from psychic attacks 
during the night, to simply stepping over a broom to prevent a malignant 
entity from following you any further. 

The list of such broom magic is long and extensive. If you want to know 
more, pick up a copy of The Magical Household as a place to start.

I think the concept of purification is key given that a broom creates a 
clean, cleansed space and removes impurities. That can include dirt 
dragged in from the outside world, the toxic energies a house guest left 
behind, or even the residual yuckiness that were strewn about after an 
argument with a family member. 

The broom can and will sweep all of this away — if you make that your 
intention before and during the performance of this ritual. 
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I try really hard to always clean the house after a fight or moment of 
miscommunication happens in my home. But if I don’t have the time 
or the energy to fully clean, I can easily take down the broom and do a 
quick sweep. 

Before vacuum cleaners and dust busters came along, people tended to 
always sweep toward the door, then out the door, into the yard from the 
stoop or walkway, and then even the yard itself, stopping only when the 
environment literally didn’t permit any more sweeping to happen. 

That crossing over the threshold is where the removal of “filth” becomes 
most manifest. 

In addition to these theories, I also think of all the times I’ve heard 
something lurking outside the back door in the middle of the night and 
grabbed my broom (partly because it’s right there) to go explore. 

Gripping my broom like this, I have a weapon just in case I need to 
whack someone or something in self-defense. 

Again, it’s in all the ways a broom is practical that it becomes mystical. 
This is why I think the vision of the witch flying on her broom was born. 

I know how meditative a state I can enter when I’m focused on the ritual 
of sweeping — sometimes so much so I feel transported.
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How to Choose the 
Right Broom for You

Any broom — even a cheap plastic one from the grocery store — can 
become an instrument of magic and intentional cleaning and cleansing. 

I personally choose to make an investment as part of the intention-
setting a good broom deserves (and as a visual reminder of the potency 
of the broom). 

I purchase only handcrafted besoms (another word for broom) made 
by various artisans and fellow witches as part of a personal promise 
to support artists over corporations. As result, the brooms I own are 
exquisitely beautiful, one-of-a-kind works of art. 

I believe my brooms’ powers are further amplified by the intentions set by 
the broom-maker, along with the materials they used to create each besom 
(while simultaneously adhering to the traditions of such a skilled trade). 

I love how purchasing a broom from an artist guarantees that no broom 
is alike. This allows me more flexibility when it comes to infusing each 
one with all my best intentions for their use and 
place of honor in my magical household. 

I currently own three brooms and a turkey wing (a 
small handheld broom). Next, I’m getting a small 
whisk for sweeping my altars.

This turkey to the left wing was made by the artisan 
who made my broom (dyed with indigo). Photo 
courtesy of www.bristleandstick.com 
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My newest broom is the one I’m pictured with at the beginning of this 
eBook. It’s a gift I got myself for my birthday last year after encountering 
“ladyursus” on Instagram and their unbelievably beautiful brooms 
(www.bristleandstick.com). 

I was drawn to the aesthetic of their brooms — especially the striped 
handle they make by charring the wood — and I appreciated the attention 
they pay to the customs of their craft. They also self-identify as queer 
Chicanx, and I make it a priority to actively support artisans of color.

When the broom finally arrived in the mail, I discovered an added bonus 
inside the package: a zine titled Swept Away full of spells, information, 
and artwork regarding broom-lore collected from other witches. 

Pictured here is the artisan who made my current household broom. Their shop 
is www.bristleandstick.com
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How Much Does a Broom Cost?

Generally speaking, a good handcrafted broom from an artisan costs 
around $100. But unlike that flimsy plastic broom from the grocery 
store, it should last a lifetime (especially if you get the straw replaced 
every decade or so, or as needed). 

A good handmade broom can last you a lifetime, and even become an 
heirloom passed down through generations.

You can also always try to make your own broom or take a workshop 
with a broom-maker who has the necessary equipment and expertise to 
help you learn. No matter what kind of broom you have, you can still 
decorate it yourself. 
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How to Decorate Your Broom

If the handle of your broom is wood, you can carve or wood-burn sigils 
or your name or family crest upon it, just as you might paint the handle. 

You can wrap your ribbons, attach bits of dried lavender or other herbs, 
and even weave a “spell” into the bristles to evoke purification and 
protection (mirrored by the patterns you create and the prayers spoken 
or sung as you do the work). 

This alone will help you see the broom as more than just a tool for 
housework, which is something most people don’t enjoy doing!

Adoring your broom elevates its vibrations as a tool for ritual and magic. 
Decorating your broom is also a ritual in and of itself, as it’s a way to 
mark this broom as yours — as a member of the household, as a wand 
for doing your will.

This is just one of many ways you can imbibe your broom with your 
intentions for the everyday ritual of sweeping to come.
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How to Use Your Broom

The Ritual Practice of Sweeping

Let’s now talk about the ritual of practical sweeping — sweeping as in 
the sweeping one does to clean their home and rid the space of dust 
bunnies and dirt. This is the same kind of cleaning one does when they 
wash the dishes or scrub the toilet or fold the infinite piles of laundry. 

First, I think it’s important to see the broom as an instrument of magic 
most attributed to the element of Air. While a spoon stirs the pot, a 
broom stirs the Air (and Spirit and Ether too). 

Made from wood and straw and sometimes particular herbs and grasses 
known for different magical properties, the broom is also a Wand. And 
in accordance to the suit of Wands in the Tarot, this also ties the broom 
to the element of Fire. 

The rain that helped grow the initial materials from which the broom 
was constructed ties it to Water. And it also connects the instrument 
to the Earth — not just because of the ground from which such trees 
and plants once grew, but because the broom picks up the dirt we 
track in. 
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When I can, I make the extra effort to remove any non-compostable 
debris from my dust pile so I can just toss the contents of my dustpan 
back to the Earth outside instead of throwing it away. This small aspect 
of the sweeping ritual allows me to commune with the natural world 
that surrounds my home if even just for the moment it takes for me to 
make the disposal. 

This aspect of the sweeping ritual reminds me of the larger space that 
holds me. And not just the spacious yard I’m so fortunate to have 
surrounding my home, but the Earth itself — the foundation that 
supports us all.

If you have a back door, it’s best practice to sweep toward it. But any 
door will do if you only have one. 

Because the ritual of sweeping is one of purification, it’s also a banishing 
spell. Thus, I always sweep widdershins (widdershins simply means to 
move counterclockwise, opposite the trajectory of the sun). 

To honor this direction, I start as close to the backdoor as I can, working 
in the leftmost areas of the house, always moving toward the left as I 
venture deeper into the home, sweeping, sweeping, sweeping until I’ve 
come full circle. 

I pay special attention to sweeping out the corners where negative 
energy tends to collect. 

I use my broom to sweep out the corners of the ceiling in the rooms 
where I can reach that high. I leave dust piles as I go so as not to sweep 
more dirt and gunk deeper into the house, grabbing them on my way 
back around, toward the backdoor, and then outside. 

Even though I generally use a dustpan for removing the piles of gunk, 
I still ritualistically sweep out the door and over stoop and walkway 
until I literally can’t sweep anymore because the grass is too tall or snow 
prevents me from doing so. 

When I say that I still ritualisitically sweep out the door, what I mean 
is I go through the motions of sweeping without necessarily actually 
moving anything with the bristles. Because my house is carpeted, I also 
vacuum this way, as I do my best to recognize this machine as a modern 
day broom.
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As I sweep (or vacuum), I focus on the idea I am collecting energies 
that no longer serve the space or the people who live in our home as 
I simultaneously clean. I envision myself sweeping away any sorrow, 
anger, bitterness, or other negativities I might encounter (or recollect 
gathering in those spaces) as I go. 

What I love about this everyday ritual — especially if I’m also cleaning 
the rest of the house — is how the spell materializes for me visually once 
I’m done through the physical transformation of the space becoming 
clean.

Cleaning with an extra dose of magic — thinking of my broom as the 
wand that it is — the house feels cleaner than it ever did before when I 
didn’t clean thinking of the act as a ritual. 

Once I’m finished sweeping, I then do a smoke cleanse. 

I’ll pause here to articulate that as a white woman, I am deliberately 
not using the term “smudging.” It’s not my word or custom to use. I am 
not Native American, and therefore do not know how to smudge, as it 
involves much more than just lighting a stick of sage and letting it burn. 
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Unless you are Native American, smudging is cultural appropriation. 
The fact that you can now buy a “smudge stick” in trendy, commercial 
settings is an insult to all the Indigenous peoples who were legally 
banned from conducting this sacred ritual for so many years in our 
nation’s history. 

Making matters worse is the unfortunate over-harvesting of white sage 
to meet such consumer-driven demands. I grow my own sage to burn, 
but I also burn other dried plants, resins, and/or incense. 

The smoke cleanse is where the turkey wing comes in to further 
fan the smoke. If I feel a real need to really purify the space, I will 
specifically continue moving widdershins throughout the house, 
usually burning frankincense and myrrh to boost the push of the 
sweeping I just did. 

If I feel the negativity clinging to the house, I go all out and burn these 
resins using a charcoal disc and a mini cauldron that I can carry in one 
hand as I use the other to sweep the smoke and air. Later, I make black 
salt to sprinkle around the house as another protection spell by grinding 
the leftover charcoal with salt.

If I only have so much time or if the malignancy doesn’t feel that sticky, 
I might just grab an incense stick or cone premade with these resins and 
burn those instead. And if the house feels clean enough, I might instead 
charge the space with smoke rather than use it as a cleansing. 
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For new beginnings, I burn rosemary. For grounding, I burn 
sandalwood. If I’m charging the house with smoke I will move deosil, 
meaning clockwise or with the sun, to invite the energy of these 
intentions into the space rather than uninviting them as I do when I 
move the opposite direction. 

No matter what kind of cleaning ritual I’m performing, I try to chant 
as I go, speaking little verbal spells I tend to make up on the spot or 
sometimes look up so my words as charioted by my breath as a further 
means to work the element of Air.

I apply these basic sweeping practices to all levels of broom magic I might 
practice — whether it’s a quick sweep of the vestibule after someone left 
a weird feeling behind, or a deeper cleanse of the house as a much more 
involved ritual. 

The more physical my exertion is as I labor — both in the actual sweeping 
or any other cleaning I might do in tandem — the more intentional my 
ritual becomes. 

It’s as if the broom deities reward me for my efforts by granting me a 
happy home. I always do a deep clean when the seasons change. The 
ritual of sweeping is one of the last steps (before mopping). 

When I’m done with whatever level of sweeping magic needed to be 
performed (or whatever can be done given the constraints of time or 
my own energy levels, I clean the bristles of my broom out with my 
fingers, rinse the dustpan, thank both instruments for their work (and 
for protecting my house), and hang them back up to rest.
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Using Your Broom for 
Mourning and Remembering

After my daughter Kaya died, I turned toward conducting the deepest 
deep clean I have ever done in my entire life as a way to keep my hands 
busy, my body moving, and my thoughts simple. It was an important 
ritual for processing my grief in a physical way.

This deep clean lasted a month, leaving me so exhausted at the end of 
each day that I could finally sleep again. It left my body so sore, it finally 
matched the ache inside my heart. 

This deep clean was also a way to revisit the past. It meant going through 
Kaya’s things, or sorting through other boxes stored away full of her 
baby clothes that were full of so many memories. 

Finally, it was a way to pay my respects to what my family has chosen to 
hold onto as we simultaneously purged what we no longer needed. 

After this deep clean, I intuited that it was time to get a new broom for 
household cleaning, a way to start anew. 

It would be a broom that had never known Kaya’s touch, had never been 
held by her hands. It would be a broom with crisp new bristle that could 
reach into all the corners, all the cracks, the nooks and crannies and 
clean them out, dislodge all the dirt and grime. It would be a broom that 
would help me feel more in control of what energies I allowed to linger, 
and what energies needed to be swept away. 

I’m still attached to the broom I retired from its cleaning duties. I now 
honor it by allowing it to serve our household as a protection effigy. It’s 
hanging inside the vestibule by the front door. 
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Using Your Broom 
for Specialized Rituals

My third broom is the one I use for rituals that are separate from the 
everyday. I use this broom (which doesn’t have a fan-shaped bristle) to 
“sweep” clear the space for a special ritual, like the one I will do in the 
backyard for the upcoming summer solstice. 

While you can use the household broom for such purposes, I choose to 
have a broom for each task. I find the vibrations of the everyday ritual 
and the sabat to be different, and I don’t like to mix the two energies. 

I often cast a circle via a ceremonial sweep of the space as a way to open 
the threshold between worlds for the greater ritual to be performed. I 
then close the circle with another sweep. It all depends which direction I 
will sweep, which is most often dictated by what my gut says at the time, 
and is often determined by how the larger ritual unfolded. 

Sometimes, I use this broom for one final sweep of the house after I’ve 
used the household broom just as an extra measure of magic. 

This third broom (which hangs from the frame of the door that separates 
the kitchen from the dining room) is also the broom my husband and I 
jump over every year and a day to renew our vows. 

While broom-jumping is a long-standing Wiccan marriage custom — as 
is the handfasting ceremony we also performed sixteen years ago when 
first we jumped the broom — as a feminist, this ritual was particularly 
important to me. 

To jump over a broom together, hand-in-hand, was to commit to each 
other as equals, not just lovers. This equality is to exist in all domestic 
aspects of a shared life, including all the cleaning a home requires — a task 
too often relegated unfairly to the woman in a heterosexual partnership. 

When I sweep with this broom (or if my husband does), we’re infusing 
the space with all the vows we have ever taken — vows renewed and 
revised each year in which we promise to love and honor each other. 
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And that love and that honor is holier than any blend of smoke or chant 
I could ever offer over as a way to fortify any preliminary sweeping done 
with the other “everyday” broom. 

Pictured here is me and my husband jumping over the broom for the 
second time on November 4th, 2006. On the left, my youngest daughter 
Story holds one end, while my oldest daughter Kaya holds up the other 
side. Because both girls had already been born when my husband and 
I decided to get married officially, part of the ceremony included Story 
giving the bride away and Kaya giving the groom away. 

We were orginally married on Samhain, when the veils between this 
world and the next is thought to be the thinnest, so our ancestors could 
also be present for the ritual and the celebration of our love. 

According to the rules of the ritual we agreed to, if we’re ever to decide 
not to jump the broom to renew our vows after another year and a day 
has passed since the last broom-jumping, we’re instead supposed to stand 
back-to-back and then walk away from each other to dissolve the marriage. 

2020 marked the fifteenth time we’ve jumped over the broom together. 
We linked hands and jumped into another year together, devoted to 
each other as lovers and partners in crime.
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How and Where to Hang 
Your Broom in Your Home

Every handcrafted besom I have ever owned has a loop of leather string 
threaded through the end of the broom handle for such purposes. But 
you can also always fashion your own, too.

To hang a broom is an honorific presentation of its sacred 
responsibilities, just as it literally showcases the tool as the work of art 
that it is. Yet it’s also a functional tradition, as such positioning serves 
to protect the bristles by not putting undue pressure on the straw. 

If you do stand a broom up in a corner (which many witches prefer 
to do), Cunningham and Harrington recommend doing so with the 
handle to the floor. Not just to protect the straw, but because it’s 
believed to bring good luck the way some people hang horseshoes 
above a door. 

There is an old wives’ tale that says if you keep your broom this way 
and it falls, it’s a sign indicating that unexpected company is coming. 
And more often than not, it’s the kind of uninvited and unwelcomed 
company one needs to prepare for.
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Hanging a Broom 
by Your Door Way(s)

I rent an old Victorian-era farmhouse on the outskirts of Boulder, 
Colorado, and we have two doors: a front door that leads into a vestibule, 
and a back door off the kitchen (the latter of which we use for coming 
and going). 

While I’ve done all sorts of spells to this space — like planting yarrow 
by the front steps, chalking sigils under the mat, and placing Devil’s 
shoestring and other such protection charms in and out of sight — I 
do believe it’s good practice to keep brooms in threshold spaces as our 
protectors, as a sort of psychic sweep. 

This decision was partly influenced by the pandemic, and the fact that 
I generally get my groceries delivered now. As grateful as I am to these 
extraordinary essential workers (and the privilege of having things 
delivered to me), I became cognizant of the increased traffic to my porch 
and the external energy seeping into my home. 

I recognized that this wasn’t the delivery person’s fault or intent — it 
was just the anxiety of a world struck by the horrors of COVID-19 that 
hitched a ride on these people coming in and out.

I hang a broom from a coffin nail inside my vestibule. Positioned where 
it is, I can easily take the broom down if need be to do a more literal yet 
nevertheless ceremonial sweep.

Plus, I like the idea that visitors encounter a broom at either door. The 
message — whether it’s received consciously or not — is that a witch 
lives in this house. So beware: she knows how to protect herself and her 
loved ones. Don’t mess with her!
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Hanging a Broom in Your Kitchen

The kitchen is a room that requires more sweeping than the rest of my 
mostly-carpeted house. As such, I keep a broom hanging from a coffin 
nail in my kitchen.

I also keep the turkey wing on the same nail in the kitchen, which I use 
for sweeping out cabinets or other such small places where a standard-
sized broom doesn’t fit. The turkey wing can also be used as a fan to 
circulate air or incense, and both these besoms hang by this door as 
guardians to this other threshold space. 

I do still perform a ritual sweep of every room when I clean, and I’ve 
found the broom still does a better job on my rugs and the stairs than 
does my vacuum! 

Because the broom sweeps as much air as it does dirt, I know both 
besoms carry the spirits of my ancestors who look out for me and my 
own.
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When to Retire Your Broom

Last summer, I finally retired a broom I’d used for over a decade. 

I brought the broom back when I first moved into my house in Boulder. 

This particular broom and I had been through a lot together. Most 
significantly was the then-recent loss of my oldest daughter, back in 
2018. 

At the time, I adhered to the belief that you should never bring a 
broom from an old home into a new one (because it’s thought to bring 
misfortune). 

I’ve since retired this belief. I’d rather not waste what can still be used — 
especially if I paid a hundred bucks for it, and if I consider all the time 
and energy the broom-maker put into creating the piece. Plus, if you still 
find the broom holds beauty and power, I see no reason to get rid of it.
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Learn More About Rituals 
for Your Home and Life

There are many ways to build rituals into your day-to-day to enhance the 
energy of your home and routines. Each ritual is essential in its own way.

We recommend finding practices that fit your unique lifestyle and 
energize you while you perform them.

If you’re not sure where to start, we can help. We have an incredible 
online community, courses, and events all available to cultivate your 
spirituality.

Come grow with us! You’ll learn all about tarot, astrological insights, 
how to make your own spiritual alters, and more. 

Join The Writual Society to access all your spiritual resources >


