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Q You are both Italian born and bred 
designers – so how did you find yourselves 
in St Albans?
A Annalisa Monti (AM): After our first year 
in fashion school, we made a trip to London 
during the summer to visit a friend who was 
working in St Albans at the time and fell in 
love with the country and the city – and we 
started thinking about creating our own 
business here. After graduating we booked a 
one way ticket to London to try to make our 
dreams come true (even if now it seems a 
bit crazy). We were very young, only 22 with 
no experience in running a business, but 
had a lot of passion for fashion and clothes. 

Q Why did you both want to run a 
business together?
A Cristopher Ferrari (CF): Annalisa 
and I met in school very young and 
we always got along and have always 
had a good synergy as a team. It was 
just a natural decision for us.

Q How would you sum up what Atelier 
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After visiting St Albans, Italian designers Annalisa Monti 
and Cristopher Ferrari  knew the location of their first 
business. Here's why it was a match made in heaven

THE SHOP IS A FEAST OF COLOUR
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Ferrari+Monti offers?
A AM: One of our strengths is the 
relationship we build with our clients. 
Most of them have been coming back 
for the past seven years and every time 
for a different occasion, from a formal 
wedding outfit to a summer holiday 
dress or just to get inspired by our lovely 
Italian fabrics (like a kid in a candy shop 
is a quote by more than one costumer).

Q How does the bespoke journey begin 
for a client?
A AM: Every new order starts with a 
consultation with me to discuss ideas 
and the occasion, for a formal event like a 
wedding, or an everyday staple for work 
or upcoming holidays. After drafting a 
first idea the fabric browsing began.

Q I love the colourful fabrics you have on 
show at the shop. How do you approach 
matching the right fabric to the right 
client?
A AM: The first consultation is 45 minutes 
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long because I need some time to get 
to know my new client and we usually 
browse through different fabrics from 
plain soft colours to strong prints and 
our samples, fashion books or photos. 
I usually start with something that my 
client is comfortable with and I know will 
love, and by the time we get to know each 
other I can suggest more bold choices to 
emphasise her personality and figure. 

Q On average how long does a bespoke 
creation take to complete and is the 
client involved throughout?
A AM: It usually takes 3-6 weeks 
depending on the project. The client is 
100% involved and can make tweaks and 
requests during fittings. The process 
starts with taking measurements and 
finalising the design. During the first 
fitting we adjust the overall fit, on the 
second one we can decide on details such 
as buttons, adding pockets or the length 
on the sleeves. At the next fitting the 
garment is ready for the final tweaks.

Q You also have your online boutique. 
What kind of thing would we find on 
there?
A CF: Having a line of clothing has 
always been a dream of mine to express 
creativity and experiment with fabrics 
and new designs. It's a great platform 
to showcase our craftsmanship and at 
the same time have fun and challenge 
ourselves to work with new materials 
like our raincoats and branching outside 
women wear with our canvas tote bags.

Q It’s important to add you are a slow 
fashion brand. Why is that key for you?
A AM: One of our main focuses has 
always been quality over quantity. We 
use only high quality fabrics, mostly 
natural fibres that will last a long time, 
and we focus on classic styles rather than 
following a seasonal trend. For our online 
boutique we produce only to order and 
buy small quantities of fabrics at a time.

Q What are your hopes and dreams for the 
future of Atelier Ferrari+Monti?
A AM: To become an established business 
in Herts and a trusty dressmaker for our 
community when looking for a unique and 
timeless piece of clothing for any occasion. 
With our online collection we hope to 
build our own slow fashion brand and be 
sold in boutiques all over the country. 

“A MAIN FOCUS OF 
OURS HAS ALWAYS 

BEEN QUALITY OVER 
QUANTITY”
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