
Lino Printing Workshop with Susie Hetherington

Transferring your drawing to the block

Draw your design or illustration to 
paper. Try and keep it simple, and 
think about which bits you want dark 
(printed in ink), and which bits you 
want light (carved away).
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Lay a sheet of tracing paper over 
your design and trace with a pencil..

Now you need to transfer your 
design onto your block, so that it 
runs backwards... because when 
you print it, the image will show in 
reverse of the block. So....

Turn your tracing paper over and 
place face down on your block.
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Use a pencil pressing hard on the 
tracing paper, going over the lines 
of your design so that the graphite 
gets transferred to the lino.

The results may be a little faint but 
it should be enough to now draw 
over in more permanent lines. Pencil 
lines tend to rub off when you 
handle the block so its a good idea 
to draw over them in ink...
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A ‘Sharpie’ pen tends to work well 
on most surfaces. A biro can also do 
the job.

It might help to black out the areas 
you are not carving away. This 
will show which bits will be inked, 
and can help avoid confusion when 
carving.
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Carve your design into the lino 
and remove the excess round the 
design, either by carving away or 
trimming with scissors. As this was 
a simple design, I didn’t colour in 
the straightforward areas in black 
even though I knew they were to be 
inked.

Then print! Now the design is the 
right way around.

When your design can work either way round

Sometimes it doesn’t matter if your design is reversed when printed. Maybe it is a symmetrical design, or, for example, 
flowers could face either way and still look effective. In this case, the quickest route to carving is to just draw straight 
on to your block.

If you want to practice first on paper, you can transfer your final design from the paper to the block using either carbon 
paper (this works best on traditional lino) or ‘tracedown’ paper (this works best on Soft Cut lino) to transfer it. Simply 
put the carbon or tracedown between your paper sketch and the lino, and re-draw over it to make an impression. You 
can then use a permanent pen to finalise these lines on the lino afterwards, and then carve.

Other Methods

When your design is too complicated to trace or re-draw again and again

With my more complicated lino prints (say for example, I am working from a photograph doing a print of someone’s 
house) I need it to print the right way round, but I don’t want to waste time drawing it then tracing it etc. In these 
instances I draw straight on to the block, but before doing so I flip the photograph I am working from. This can be 
done in Photoshop or there is an App for your mobile phone called QuickFlip which you can download for free, and use 
to flip photos in your phone’s camera roll.

The drawing on the block looks backwards, but the image I print from it will show the house the right way round.


