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POINT NEMO - OUR PHILOSOPHY 
& OUR MISSION 

 
"Point Nemo’s name is derived from the so called „pole 

of inaccessibility". Located at the coordinates of 48°52.6''S 
123°23.6''W and about 2,688 kilometers from the nearest 
coasts, the closest human beings are the astronauts pas-
sing over aboard the ISS. One might think that Point Nemo 
is a pretty lonely place at the world’s end… The opposite 
is the case, because down here, in the depths of the unk-
nown, new lands are growing steady and persistently. On 
Point Nemo, space ships and satellites return home, sha-
ping humankind’s narratives of the future."

Point Nemo Publishing was founded in March of 2020. Its 
core product is the magazine ADATO, which discusses ar-
chitecture in conjunction with neighboring fields: technolo-
gy, theatre, film and the fine arts, always with an eye on the 
socio-political context of our times. In this way, ADATO very 
much reflects its publishing house’s values and motivations!

True innovation of thought and image emerges when the 
limits of disciplines are pushed to the extremes. A totally new 
creation may take shape in cross-media language, when the 
neighboring and the distant become conglomerate:

If scientific paper or art book, Point Nemo is interested in 
developing unique projects. 

Read more about us here >> www.point-nemo.lu 

IMPRESSUM

Point Nemo Publishing Sàrl-S

Adress: 17, Wisswee L-5441 Remerschen 
Tel: +352 621500257
E-Mail: anna.valentiny@hotmail.com

VAT LU32116553
Luxembourg Buisness Registers B242971

Director: Anna Valentiny
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www.point-nemo.lu 
anna.valentiny@hotmail.com


1 .  A D A T O

M a g a z i n e  f o r 
A r t  &  A r c h i t e c t u r e



7

THE MAGAZINE
 

 
ADATO is a print magazine for architectural positions by 

young professionals, designers and theorists. ADATO crea-
tes a place for speculation, research and exploration. ADATO 
fosters a post-disciplinary discourse, and thrives through the 
global scale of its editorial network. 

 
adato was founded in 2002 as an international communi-

cation platform for renowned experts from the grand duchy 
and abroad discussing their work through reports and critical 
analyses.

 
ADATO encourages change. In the year 2017, Studio Polen-

ta and the new editorial board of ADATO has adapted not only 
the magazine’s skin but also its content: In the form of essays, 
interviews, reportages or Werkschau, ADATO is practicing 
and thinking about architecture in relation to neighbouring 
fields such as fine arts, film, and theatre, yet always within 
the socio-political context of the spheres we share. 

 
ADATO is published by Point Nemo - a publishing house 

founded by Anna Valentiny, Chief Editor since 2017.

More about the project and the team behind
 >> www.adato.lu 

THE EDITORIAL BOARD

 Three issues of ADATO are realized every year in an editi-
on of 2 000 copies by a striving team of friends and young pro-
fessionals: Eleni Palles, Nikolas Ettel, Jérôme Becker and Anna 
Valentiny shared for many years a self-chosen home in Vienna 
(Austria), and work and live today scattered across the planet. 
This opens a huge potential to ADATO in its emancipation from 
local trends and the research for new and innovative content. 

 
ADATO speaks English, German and French. ADATO encoura-

ges a debating culture beyond disciplines, while allowing young 
thinkers to test ideas and thereby connecting diverse critical 
voices across the globe.
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While always contextualizing architecture in conjunction with its neighboring disciplines, Anna studied 

scenography under Prof. Anna Viebrock in Vienna (2013) and participated in Prof. Peter Niedertschei-

der's sculpture class in the Kieffer quarry, Fürstenbrunn, Salzburg (2014). Before her appointment to the 

editorial board of ADATO in 2017, Anna worked for the Zürich-based architecture magazine archithese. 

Her most recent endeavor, Point Nemo Publishing, was launched in March of 2020.

Anna lives and works in Luxembourg, Brussels and Vienna.

>> www.annavalentiny.com
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Eleni is an architect and artist from Greece. She holds a Diploma in Architecture from the NTU Athens, 

a Diploma in Scenography from the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna and attended the Art & Science 

master’s degree programme at the University of Applied Arts in Vienna. She has worked in the fields of 

architecture, urbanism, theatre and film, developing a passion for environments that engage the viewer 

both physically and psychically and encourage shifts in consciousness. Central to her hybrid practice are 

installations with a strong architectural character. Spaces where time slows down and is altered, allow-

ing fictional and historical narratives to blend and merge with the viewer’s own experience and memory.

>> https://elenipalles.com

Nikolas Ettel is a Lecturer in the Faculty of Architecture at the University of Hong Kong, where he teaches 

24 Frames: Communicating Ideas through Film and coordinates the Faculty Interdisciplinary Courses. 

Previously, he has taught design and theory courses in Macau, Shanghai, and Tokyo.

He holds a BArch from the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna, an ir.Arch from The Austrian Chamber of Com-

merce, and a Master of Arts (Architectural History) from The Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL. His 

current Doctoral Study of Technical Sciences at the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna focuses on the interdis-

ciplinary fields of film, philosophy, and architecture. This includes Asia’s back alleys, Language-games, 

and 360-degree films.

 His curated exhibition Alleys in Wonderland (PMQ, 2019), a Design Trust Seed Grant awarded VR-project 

will be displayed at the Hong Kong Pavilion for the 17th Venice Architecture Biennale in 2021. 
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Jérôme Becker is co-editor of ADATO and lecturer at future.lab (Faculty of Architecture and Spatial Plan-

ning at the Vienna University of Technology), where he currently teaches. As a founding member of 

MAGAZIN - exhibition space for contemporary architecture, he has been curating solo exhibitions by 

young, international architects in Vienna since March 2018 (architektur-im-magazin.at). His own rese-

arch focuses on the architecture of sleep. He studied architecture at the Vienna University of Technology 

and philosophy at the University of Vienna.
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www.adato.lu 
www.adato.lu 
www.annavalentiny.com 
www.elenipalles.com
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 ISSN
 2658-9974

ADATO #1_2018

Architecture 
and Projection 

Pages: 62

Format: 210x270mm

Price: 10,00 euros

Language: DE/EN

 

FLICKER THROUGH 
THE MAGAZINE

 

https://issuu.com/pointnemo_
adato/docs/architecture_2b-

projection_digital

ADATO "Architecture ana Projection" will of 
course talk about film – about stage-managed 
spaces, worlds that are also – and perhaps espe-
cially – loved by architects and fellow-travellers.

The cryptic title – because we have taken as 
the overriding theme of this issue the dissolution 
of the “fourth wall”, that invisible, separating skin 
between actor and audience, between theatre or 
film and reality, as the result of artistic endeavour 
and technical progress.

 Ever since the beginnings of the moving pic-
ture in the late nineteenth century, architecture 
and film have shared an analogue scenery, the 

set. Here, the worlds that were dreamed of were 
transformed parallel to the ever advancing and 
unstoppable progress in design and visualisation 
techniques. 

It is only natural that the introduction into ar-
chitecture of this very software from film and ani-
mation has made languages merge as well – what 
was once seen in the cinema as science fiction is 
today actual, built reality, or at least 3D modelled 
fact.
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 https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bprojection_digital
 https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bprojection_digital
 https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bprojection_digital
 https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bprojection_digital


11

ADATO #3_2018

Architecture 
and Archaeology

Pages: 62

Format: 210x270mm

Price: 10,00 euros

Language: DE/EN

 

FLICKER THROUGH 
THE MAGAZINE

 

https://www.adato.lu/archi-
tecture-and-archaeology

 ISSN
 2658-9974
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P O I N T   N E M O  P U B L I S H I N G

 The term Archaeology has its origin in ancient 
Greek and literally translated means as much as 
the doctrine of antiquities. In reality, however, the 
discipline, with its purpose to explore, to under-
stand and to record the life of a mankind on earth 
for future generations, deals with time from the 
first stone tools from about 2.5 million years ago 
to contemporary history - not to say the present. 

As Leonardo da Vinci realised already 500 
years ago, in rivers, the water that you touch is 
the last of what has passed and the first of that 
which comes; so with present time‘. Once you un-
derstand the moment, it belongs to the past.

The present moment lasts only a breath and 
separates the old and the new as an inconsistent 
line that blurs again and again.

For a long time now, the history of human de-
velopment is read vertically from bottom to top 
- from the earth's interior to the surface. Just as 
sediment and organic material were deposited 
over millions of years as a result of geological 
processes, generating layers of new earth surfa-
ces, our cities grew

over the ruins of the past.

https://www.adato.lu/architecture-and-archaeology
https://www.adato.lu/architecture-and-archaeology
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ADATO #1_2019

Architecture 
and Painting

Pages: 62

Format: 210x270mm

Price: 10,00 euros

Language: DE/EN

 

FLICKER THROUGH 
THE MAGAZINE

 

https://issuu.com/pointnemo_
adato/docs/architecture_2b-

painting_digital
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Pieter Bruegel's oil painting "The Great Tower 
of Babel" (1563) is probably the most famous il-
lustration of the architect's original sin: the in-
tention to build a tower that touches the clouds 
competing in this way with God’s creation. The 
observer in the Museum of Fine Arts in Vienna, 
today, witnesses the consequence of the con-
fusion of tongues that manifests itself as the to-
wer’s eternal ruin.

     The relationship between architecture and 
painting is a reciprocal one and it begins long be-
fore the great books, architects and artists:

The project of the "Caverne du Pont d'Arc" is 
able to bring together the diversity of themes 
that ADATO addresses in this issue: 

The construction of the cave began in October 
2012. Within three years, a replica of the Chau-
vet Pont d'Arc cave was created according to the 
plans of Xavier Fabre architects on a surface area 
of 3500 m² and with a budget of around 55 million 
euros. The original, created millions of years ago 
by the underground course of the Ardèche River 
through the Karst and towards the Cirque d'Est-
re, was discovered in 1994 and immediately clo-
sed to visitors. 

https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bpainting_digital
https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bpainting_digital
https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bpainting_digital
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ADATO #1_2020

Architecture 
and Medicine

Pages: 62

Format: 210x270mm

Price: 10,00 euros

Language: DE/EN

 

FLICKER THROUGH 
THE MAGAZINE

 

https://issuu.com/pointnemo_
adato/docs/architecture_2b-

projection_digital
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The relationship between architecture and 
medicine is fundamental, as we design for peo-
ple that first of all inhabit a body and only in a 
second step a home. Vitruv or LeCorbusier based 
their theories on the proportions on the human 
body, which is supposed to play the architecture.

     But in times of 3D bio- or concrete print, 
the disciplines share more than only the sub-
ject: Already today procedures and technologies 
lead us, architects as physicians, to a new form 
of craftsmanship, in the exercise of which we no 
longer work with our bare hands, but via the de-

tour of an instrument, as we no longer see with 
our proper eyes, but through the gaze of the ca-
mera with which we immerse inside the patient‘s 
or our virtual model‘s tissue.

https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bprojection_digital
https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bprojection_digital
https://issuu.com/pointnemo_adato/docs/architecture_2bprojection_digital
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Office: Valentiny Hvp Architects |  www.valentinyarchitects.com

 
Partners: Francois Valentiny, Axel Christmann, Daniela Flor, 
Jeanne Petesch, Laurye Pexoto 

 
Exhibition: Valentiny Foundation | www.valentiny-foundation.com

 
Editor: Anna Valentiny 

Anna Valentiny  (Editor)

40 Years
Valentiny Architects 

Stories from the Inside

Pages: 2 000
Format: 290 × 240 mm

Price: €99.95
Language: EN/DE

Distribution Luxembourg: 
Point Nemo 

International Distribution:     
     Birkhäuser 

Publication Date: May 2021

François Valentiny and Hubert Hermann 
founded their studio shortly after graduating 
from the UAA Vienna where they both studied 
under Wilhelm Holzbauer. Soon after, they 
staked out their architectural vision with their 
urban villa for the Berlin IBA.

The book is a retrospective looking back over 
forty years and telling the stories behind their 
many designs and buildings. Six richly illustrated 
volumes contain material from the archives of 
the Valentiny Foundation and present current 
projects with a focus on cultural, residential, 

administrative and leisure facilities. 

The final is dedicated to the 15–19 Wisswee 
project in Remerschen. 

Intellectual journeys and international pro-
jects culminate here, from the World Exhibi- tion 
Pavilion in Shanghai to the Teatro de l’Occitane 
in Bahia and the Haus für Mozart in Salzburg.

http://www.valentinyarchitects.com
http://www.valentiny-foundation.com
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Gianna Virginia Prein (geb. 1990) arbeitet als Künstlerin und Autorin in Wien. In ihrer 
multimedialen Praxis untersucht sie Verbindungen zwischen körperlichen, handwerk-
lichen und technisierten Phänomenen – Bewegungen, die faktisch im Alltag sowie in 
spekulativen, posthumanistischen Ansätzen gesellschaftlich eingebettet sind.

Katrin Euller (geb. 1987) arbeitet als Künstlerin und Ökologin in Wien. Sie studierte 
Ökologie an der Universität Wien sowie Video und Videoinstallation an der Akademie der 
bildenden Künste, Wien. Sie arbeitet vorwiegend mit Bewegtbild, Sound und Text und 
interessiert sich unter anderem für Sound/Noise, düstere Ökologien, Freundschaft und 
Zusammensein.

Gianna Prein & Katrin Euller

Motion sickness

Pages: 108

Format: 246 x 196 mm

Price: 20 €

Language: EN/DE

Publication Date: April 2021

In unserer Arbeit „motion sickness“ treffen 
zwei queere Narrative rund um die Themen Ori-
entierung und Schwindelgefühl aufeinander: Der 
Hörsturz einer pendelnden Person, mit darauf 
folgender Implantation eines Cochlea Implan-
tats (Soundprozessor) auf der einen Seite des 
Buches trifft auf die aufkommende Übelkeit ei-
ner arbeitenden Person in einem dröhnenden 
Maschinenraum auf der anderen Seite. Verbun-
den werden sie durch eine Bildreihe, die mittig 
im Buch liegt.

Dadurch, dass von beiden Seiten (A und B) 
jeweils ein Narrativ beginnt, hat das Buch kein 
klassisches Anfang/Ende sondern startet statt-

dessen von beiden Seiten und endet in der Mitte. 
In der Mitte befinden sich Fotografien von Wel-
lenbrechern, also den typischen Beton-Dreiar-
mern, die den Seegang an den Küsten lenken 
bzw. beeinflussen. 

Mit den Bildern vermischen sich Innen- und 
Außenraum; so auch die Wahrnehmung der bei-
den Protagonist*innen. Experimentellen Es-
sayfilmen ähnlich, werden die beiden Narrative 
durch theoretische Zitate begleitet (u.A. Sara 
Ahmed zu Orientierung, Karen Barad zu Wellen-
theorie) sowie durch Fotostrecken performter 
Semaphoren im häuslichen Bereich und Stills 
der Überschwemmung 2019 in Venedig.
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Ella Felber, *1994, is a writing architect in Vienna. She 
recently graduated from the Institute of Art and Architec-
ture at the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna. She is a co-founder 
and -editor of the magazine ‘blank’. 

In her works, she attempts to create polyphonic places, 
which emerge from sensation, memory, movement and in-
teraction. ‘Unter der Hohen Brücke’ is her first book.

Ella Felber

Unter der 
Hohen Brücke

digging in a ditch
writing for a place

Pages: 192

Format: 135x210mm

Price: 20,00

Language: EN/DE

Publication Date: Septembre 2021

navigating
1., Tiefer Graben [Inventur]
excavating histories

bleiben
durchgehen
begehen
the availability to see
touching

questioning an intention
shadow garden
fallen
wenn man auf der Brücke steht
zehn Geschoße
finding a method
transcribing and re-defining a project
zwischendurchverweilen
perusing vocabularies
Dinge, die wir in Straßen öfter tun könnten
stehen bleiben
schlafen
lagern und erinnern
introspecting a process
spielen
when writing as an architect 
dwelling in a piece of writing

digging in a ditch
writing for a place

Ella Felber

Unter der  Hohen Brücke

There is a place shared by architecture and 
poetry. It emerges by their overlay, and requires 
us to enter, to adapt, and to actively participate 
in its configuration. By perceiving, by using, by 
engaging and behaving, we create realities, and 
we change them. By interacting with our en-
vironment, be it the physical or the written, our 
experiences inscribe meaning, thereby we create 
a place.

This publication is an experiment. It consists 
of multiple attempts to construct a place within 
architecture and poetry, as an exception of the 

distinction. In a case study – a reading – of "Tie-
fer Graben/Hohe Brücke", various writings as-
semble in this book. While digging in this place, 
an essay, a sequence of encounters, and a sket-
chbook arise: a reflective investigation, directed 
explorations, and raw, intimate approaches.

By writing for a place, the work is unsealing 
potentials and setting up possibilities to enter, 
interact and practise in the ambiguous space wi-
thin architecture and poetry.
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Anna Valentiny (*1991) earned a Master’s degree in Architecture 
from the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna in 2018. Her thesis project, 
“Hortus Alienum – Scenographies of Nobody's Voyage”, can be 
read as the culmination of her overlapping interests in writing, de-
sign and the curation of thoughts through narration. 

Anna Valentiny

Hortus Alienum 
Scenographies of     

     Nobodys Voyage

Pages: 108

Format: 246 x 196 mm

Price: 25,00€

Language: EN/DE

Publication Date: December 2021

PROLOG
 

 Sie sagten mir fiele die 
Rolle zu, durch dieses Stück zu 
führen. Sie sagten (Nobody)

 
 "In here, your name 
shall be Nobody! ... by the way.. 
I m the commenting choir of the 
classical drama.. or.. or also... 
the memory implanted by the 
park management" (ELENI)   
 
 ... und, dass ich Zeit die-
ser Geschichte, stellvertretend für 
alle im Raum, durch eine Parkland-
schaft flanierte... Ich sei 

"Jedermann" (ELENI) 
 

 ...der sich zu einer Variati-
on des ewig Ähnlichen aufmacht 
– austauschbar, unbekannt und 
allein im Garten. Kommen Sie, 
kommen Sie! mit nach Hortus Ali-
enum und sehen Sie... nun, der Mar-
keting Slogan meinte (Nobody)  
 
 "the old story of human-
kind, searching for the true begin-
ning. 

The path is an old native myth, a 
perfectly controlled environment. 
The park is an island in your mind, 

a very designed dream landscape 
that you wander. 

There are no laws and there is no 
guidebook. You'll have the perfect 
illusion of dictating your adventure, 
which begins at the airfield, when 
we made you forget and you are fi-
nally free. 

One single memory, we will lea-
ve you, for every true voyage starts 
with a war... maybe something be-
loved that got taken away and was 
lost... forever?" (ELENI)
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