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Daughter
stands

tall,
ready for
new life

Anne Marie Romer
GoodRising

By Anne Marle Romer
Contributing Writer

eyes met through the
re!c]’eucrtioﬁ in the mirror. :I’he
ime lapse of her lifetime
t[)lrieﬂy played along the h;]s-
tory of my heart. Yet here she
was, standing tall in her wed-
i SS.
dlgﬁgrlzoked stunning. My
sister and niece lgnded t;) ;g;
dress, straightening the fol .
of the train, adjusting lhe‘vex
nd tucking where alterations
:till need to be done. They
expressed animated admi-
ation for how beautiful my
(l;aughter looked. For a pro-
Jlonged second, all I could do
Oas rest in a bit of tender-
wess. My goodness, how she
Eas grown into such a lovely
woman.

daughter is get-
. Myyoqffeﬁ',vmmber.m
n:_lfhe whole wedding experi-
gnce, as many of you kno\savé:ls_.
finding ﬁgfeﬁfﬁm as
e""'ﬂggmer tried on a variety
e
of dr some modern in style,
b“"gya assic. We had fun, yet
some her in the decided drssr
ected her persona, ity
that rﬁ:r]real' She stood conf-
was sand proud, and | could
dt‘";]e r growing excitement
| see day that will surely pe
(0; lihf to a new life shared
abr e she has chosen,
with the_"’?‘e,p but reflect in

Lcou[lfrr;he has come to meet
ow

i nt.
mlshT;:::ney through early
adIthOd is not easy. I remem-
my 20s and in some wag'us

o t those years relearning
o ht | knew about build-
’mmﬂ;fe. 1 can still recall the
!ng a’t of that time. Witness-
4ng‘5n children route these
m'g \{ms with even more
)::ﬁ Motherhood does that,

seeing

ADAYINTHELIFE

inspire textile artist

Rodriguez's day
filled with creating,
collaborating.

By Hannah Kasper Levinson
Contributing writer

Editor’s note: “A Day in the
Life” is a bi-monthly feature pro-
filing a innovative Daytonian’s
daily routine from start to finish.

Yetunde Rodriguez (pro-
nounced “yay-toon-day”) has
loved creating since she was akid.
Growing up in Nigeria, Rodriguez
was born into a culture of DIY.
“Everyone sewed, knit, cooked,”
she says of the women in her fam-
ily. “I'lived there until I was 13.
My dad had been coming to the
States since the "70s for univer-
sity. He would go back and forth.
We finally moved here wﬁgn he
got his PhD in West Virginia.”
Rodriguez did not always pur-
sue art professionally. After col-
lege she joined the Navy, where
she worked as a dental assistant.
“The military is like a town,”
she explains, “Everything you
find in a town is in the military.
Every job has a military paral-
lel.” The Navy took her to Cal-
ifornia, Rhode Island and Vir-
ginia. In Norfolk, Virginia, she
met her husband, Danny, and
they started a family. They moved
to Dayton in 2007 and now have
three children, 16, 18 and 20. In
Dayton, Rodriguez developed her
art practice and started produc-
ing small-batch textile designs.
Her work is inspired by the color
combinations of Nigerian art, as
well as personal memory and
research into African designs.

But first, coffee

Typically, Rodriguez’s day
Starts early as she prepares to
get her youngest child to schoo).
She makes coffee and drops hep
son off, then zips downtown and
B€ts to her studio around 8:30
a.m. Rodriguez approaches the
studio like she would any work
day. She starts at her computer,
answering emails, She tweaks the
templates she is working on for
amural project at West Dayton’s
Cooperative grocery store, Gem
City Market. This won't pe the
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fors at either t
ket or at pate

samples, Along
wall sit three
for workshops
leads under the m -
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Yetunde Rodriguez was borninto a culture of DIY in Nigerla. “Ev
the women In her family. CONTRIBUTED BY BRIANA SNYDER OF KNACK CREATIVE

first work she has done for qu
City Market, which opened its
doors in 2019. The facade of the
building has a geometric design
created by Rodriguez. The new
muralis a collaboration between
Rodriguez, fellow Dayton art-
ists James Pate and Glenna Jen-
nings, and Shayna McConville,
who oversees Kettering’s Rose-
wood Arts Center and brings
public art to the
Later in the day,
meet with her mura] collabora-
he Gem City Mar-
s gallery.

Dayton area,

Rodriguez wil]

Chasing the light
Rodriguez has

particular studio
Street for a year. She moved sty

dios from down the hal] i search
of good light. The styj, js well
organized, with tall woo e book-
shelves full of materiy g and fabric

M€ Wingow-lined

been in this
on West Firgy

Stations set up
4t Rodriguez

'ecent work-
COrative mir-

ror with a DIY printed border,
took place at the end of June.
Despite her prolific output, she
has self-doubt, Jjustas any com-
mitted artist does. “If | do some-
thing that's not art, wil] people
getturned off? Ifiv’s craft? | love
DIY. When | hear ‘artist’ with a
capital ‘A, it can be intimidating,”

I want it to mean
something
As the morning progresses,

the desk work required to run
a small business needs to wait
because Rodriguez has the urge
L0 jump into 3 project. “Some-
times I need to €xecute on an idea
I have,” ghe says. She jg re-up-
holstering an old chajy in her
own fabric design. | love refin-
Ishing something that already
€xists, like the chair, rather than
putting out more stuff.” She js
trying to phase out of markets
where she sells her own products
like pillows and totes, “| didn’t
setout to make a product line.
I don’t want to lead with that,”
she says, “I want it to be Some-
thing someone wants. I wang jt

'Nigerian colors, memorie

eryone sewed, knit, cooked,” she says of

to mean something to sormeone.”

Community work

To that end, Rodriguez is cur-
rently deep into collaborative
community projects. Besides
her contributions to Gem City
Market, she also works with the
nonprofit We Care Arts, an orga
nization that Provides an artistic
outlet to individuals with vary-
ing disabilities ang Physical chal-
lenges. Rodriguez has been teach-
ing the Production class at We
Care Arts for the Past year. Loca]
businesses wi| request projects,
and Rodriguez guides the artists,
who are paid for their efforts (o
pr«ﬂuce the work. «
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Yetunde Rodriguez produces small-batch textile designs, which are inspired by the

home, like falafel or Thai
food. Sometimes, inspira-
tion strikes again and Rodri-
guez heads back to the stu-
dio after dinner for one or
two more hours, not head-
ing home for the evening
undl 11 p.m.

Rt S
You can reach thiswriter at
hannah@hannahkasper.com.

He previously taught at the
local college for 25 years.

“I think the more you are
involved in your commu-
nity, the better your life
will be in that community.
The people who say there is
nothing to do aren’t really
trying,” he said. “I have
enjoyed being a part of what
is going on.”

Oda, who lives nearby
with his wife, Cathy, said
he will miss the library staff
along with the patrons of all
ages. “I love this building.
This building is tremendous
from the architecture to the
ghosts to just its sheer size
It is great,” he said. :

Contact this contributing
writer at nancykburr@aol
com. :
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'}lld color combinations of Nigerlan art and personal memory. CONTRIBUTED
h.
ys joined back at the studio by to the studio to sew.
1t, her kids, including her son,
es an artist and recent gradu- Dinnertime
18 ate of Stivers School for the ~ Rodriguez and her family
e Arts. He will be pursuing head home for dinner. She
1 industrial art in collegeand ~ cooksa lot and enjoys mak-
0. enjoys building his own can-  ing variations on Domini-
©2  vas frames in his mother’s can fried rice, one of her
k- studio. Rodriguez’s daugh- husband’s favorites. She
1o ter, who studies in upstate will use the ingredients she
f’f New York, is home for the picked up at the local mar-
N summer and enjoys coming  kets to recreate dishes at
——
then being hired in 1986 as and use it. ‘
the library’s local history ~_In addition to his work,
coordinator, He became 0da is very active in the
director in 1998. community. He reca'lls
Over the years, he’s being age 10 or 11 and going
i, seen the |ibrary collection along with this father as
¢ Brow, worked with auto- he knocked on doors seek-
0 mation when “little stick- ing donations for the loc
'€ ers were placed on every United Way campaign.
single, solitary book” and The son has followed in
IS survived the move from those footsteps with partic-
ist the crammed Flesh Public ipation in anarray of local
S Library building to the ren- boards, activities and orga-
5 ovated Fort Piqua Hotel in nizations over the years
€ October 2008, such as the Salvation ArmY.
it The library has a local Johnston Farm, cemetery
s and regional art collection tours, the Miam! County
1. ofaround 300 pieces andis Planning Commission, the
Y apopular place for tours. chamber of commerce, the
e “Thatis fun, too. We can Piqua Players and, most
e talkabout ghosts,” Odasaid recently, the county od
g ofthe former hotel that sat of Election and chair of the
y empty for years looking Edison State Community
d for someone to renovate College Board of Trustees.




