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Be Encouraged!

Those who wait for the LORD

Will gain new strength;

They will mount up with wings like eagles,

They will run and not get tired,

They will walk and not become weary.

 

Isaiah 40:31
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Thank you! 

That must be the starting point for any book 
intended for the military community. I hope you 
hear these words regularly: 

Thank you for your service. Thank you for 
protecting this nation, no matter the cost. Thank 
you—whatever your rank or service time. If  you 
are retired, deployed, or stateside—thank you. If  
you serve in a support position or are a member of
a military family—thank you! As a nation, we are 
truly grateful. (I hope you know that!) 

I also hope you realize that countless prayers bom-
bard God’s throne of  grace for you and for your 

family. Though you do not hear many of  them, be 
assured that your heavenly Father does. He hears. 
He cares. He responds. You are not alone. 

Serving in the military is anything but a solo task. 
Almost certainly, you are connected with others, 
each service member exercising unique skills, 
interests, and abilities for the good of  all. Veter-
ans continue a connection that civilians can’t fully 
understand or appreciate. Military families support 
each other, sharing unique challenges and blessings.

You are part of  the military community, and you are 
part of  another unit, as well—the body of  Christ. 
He has placed you within that body to be blessed 
as you serve and grow. You have a support team of  
brothers and sisters in Christ behind you. You also 
have the Creator of  the universe, the Giver of  sal-
vation, the victorious and mightiest of  warriors, the 
Provider of  peace, on your side and by your side. 
 
The book you hold in your hand includes words of  
hope and encouragement for you and your family. 
Each section focuses on one part of  a message God 
gave to His people through His prophet Zephaniah. 
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Those people had walked away from God’s will. 
As a result, they would live in exile. Their new 
assignment would disrupt every aspect of  their 
lives. It was not happy news.

But in the third and final chapter of  the book, the 
Lord reminds His people of  His presence with 
them and His love for them. No matter where they 
found themselves, no matter what they had to deal 
with, their Lord had not forgotten them. Their 
victorious, mighty Warrior would lead them day 
by day. They could trust Him, no matter what. 
 
Just as God’s people in times past have found great 
encouragement and hope in the words of  the 
prophet Zephaniah, I pray you will, too: 

Do not be afraid, O Zion;
Do not let your hands fall limp.
The LORD your God is in your midst, 
A victorious warrior. 
He will exult over you with joy, 
He will be quiet in His love, 
He will rejoice over you with shouts of  joy. 

Zephaniah 3:16–17 
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Heavenly Father,
I give You praise and thanks
   for the opportunity 
   to serve You, my family,
   those You bring into my life,
   and our nation. 
I want to honor You in all I do,
   to follow Your lead,
   and to place my trust in You. 
Your call on my life is challenging. 
I walk daily through a minefield 
   of  temptations and distractions. 
But I hold on to Your promises, 
   give thanks for Your presence,
   and praise You for Your peace
   through Jesus Christ, 
   my victorious Warrior King. Amen. 
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