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Planning Your Event

Getting Started
CTA has created this cross-generational event for men of all ages and stages in life, from young men to retirees. You can 
use the material from this God’s Direction Is Always Best® event planner to help participants grow in faith, mature in 
Christlike love for each other, and put their faith into action. 

This unique retreat features two components. There is a traditional Bible study with time for fellowship and personal 
reflection. Then, there a service project—a chance for all of the guys to take their faith “on the road” by participating in 
hands-on outreach. 

You’ll see that this event guide outlines the basic retreat structure for you. With these main pieces already in place, you 
can use your time more productively as you modify the details to best suit your participants and the group’s needs, expec-
tations, and concerns.

The event in this outline is intended for groups of from 8 to 35 participants, but these materials can be adapted for larger 
and smaller groups. Depending on how you schedule your time, the fellowship and Bible study portion of the event can 
take a couple of hours. Plan the service part of the retreat based on the project you choose—take a few hours or an entire 
day. A sample schedule is provided, but feel free to adapt it to accommodate your participants’ needs.

Don’t forget to check out the resources CTA has made available for God’s Direction Is Always Best®. The theme art and 
other materials will help you create a coordinated look and feel for your retreat. They are available in the Resource & 
Idea Center on CTA’s website. For example, you’ll find a Ministry Message with corresponding PowerPoint presentation, 
a program or bulletin cover, water bottle labels. Use these resources and other God’s Direction Is Always Best® products 
to tie your event together. 

When? Where?
Plan this cross-generational event for a few hours on Friday evening, dedicated to fellowship and Bible study, and a few 
hours (or more) on Saturday morning, dedicated to your service project. Choose a time that will appeal to your intended 
audience. Remember to carefully consider how much time will be required to complete your service project. 

Since the fellowship and Bible study portion of the event will take only a few hours, it’s not essential that you leave your 
church campus, but a change in scenery may be helpful. Exchange your usual meeting room for the church fellowship 
hall. Move from your customary classroom to another—one with a better view or one that’s closer to the kitchen. 
Invite everyone to a member’s “man cave” or backyard deck. You get the idea—change things up for the sake of a 
fresh perspective. 

Once you have the time and location set for the first part of the retreat (fellowship and Bible study), 
consider these details:

• Ask two or three prayer warriors who won’t be attending to pray for the event
leader(s) and participants before, during, and after the event.

• Assign a volunteer to take care of physical arrangements (for example,
tables, chairs, pens or markers, and paper or whiteboard) ahead of
time so you are ready to begin when everyone has arrived.
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Note: Discussion will, in most cases, work best if participants sit at tables so they can see one another. 
If your group is relatively small (8–12 men), consider arranging rectangular tables in a horseshoe con-
figuration. If the group is larger, you may want to form two or more groups of 5–7 men each. Round 
tables are ideal in that case.

 • Ask volunteers to research service possibilities. When choosing potential service projects for the  
  retreat, think about:

+ Needs within your church family
 The elderly, single moms, people with physical limitations, widows or widowers, or   
 others may need help but have nowhere to turn. Do they need help with landscaping   
 or yard work? Could you demolish, haul away, and replace a derelict building, fencing,  
 or sidewalks? What about putting in new doors or windows, updating interior features,  
 or painting?

+ Needs on your church property
 Think about installing playground equipment for the preschool. You might refurbish   
 cabins at a church camp. Perhaps the church cemetery fencing needs to be replaced. 

+ Needs in the community
 Your group could plant trees, bushes, or flowers at the local park. Has your area
 experienced a recent natural disaster? Assist victims with cleanup and rebuilding. Think  
 about installing benches along public walking trails. Contact your local Habitat for   
 Humanity office and see which projects need help. 

+ A fundraiser event
 Host a BBQ contest, a chili cook-off, or a hot-dog roast. Donate the money you raise to  
 an individual, family, or community cause in need.

 • Also consider:
+ The scope of the hands-on project: Can it be completed in a half day? one full day?
+ The participants’ interests and abilities: Will there be opportunities for everyone to   
 participate in a meaningful way? 
+ Equipment and tools needed to complete the project: Will you need to rent equipment  
 or will participants bring their own tools? 

 • Be sure to order God’s Direction is Always Best® products for the participants to take home   
  after the event. Plan to spread these items out for display—maybe on the registration table or a
  table near the food. Invite participants to take what they will use—personally or in sharing
  Jesus’ love with others. Order these take-home items by calling 1-800-999-1874 or going to   
  www.CTAinc.com and typing “God’s Direction Is Always Best” in the search box. Here are a  
  few products to consider, along with specific order numbers: 

Ceramic Mug with Gift Box 
(#GDB18CMB)

Acrylic Insulated Tumbler with Drink Lid 
(#GDB18APT)

Compass Keychain and 
Inspirational Card (#GDB18CK)
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Car Air Freshener 
(#GDB18AR)

Softcover Devotion Book & Pen Gift Set 
(#GDB18DGS or #GDB18DGSKJ)

Pen & Jumbo Bookmark Gift Set 
(#GDB18JST)

Multi-Tool LED Keychain 
(#GDB18MKC)

Pocket Piece 
(#GDB18PC)

Mini LED Flashlight 
(#GDB18MFL)

Gift Bag 
(#GDB18GB)

4-in-1 Micro Repair Screwdriver on 
a Split Ring with Inspirational Card 

(#GDB18TLD)

Multi-Function Tool Light 
(#GDB18UT)

Notepad with Calculator & Mini Ink Pen 
(#GDB18PP)

 
 • No matter which of the other products you order, remember to include copies of the God’s Direction Is Always Best®   
  devotion book (#GDB18SC or #GDB18SCKJ) or devotion book with pen (#GDB18DGS or #GDB18DGSKJ) as a 
  take-home gift for every man who attends. (Both are available in ESV and KJV translations.) This pocket-size devotion  
  book will help each participant continue to grow spiritually in the weeks to come. Encourage participants to take one   
  copy for themselves and an extra for a friend.
 
 • Arrange for snacks and drinks or for a light meal, depending on your setting and schedule. 
 
 • Arrange for musical accompaniment during worship if you plan to include it. 
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Possible Schedule

Keep the schedule simple. By adjusting the suggested time frames below, you may shorten or lengthen 
the event to meet your goals and the needs of individual members of your group.

Friday Evening
 
6:00  Getting to Know You 
 
6:30  Supper (think: pizza, subs, BBQ)
 
7:00 Bible study 
 
8:00 Prayer time 
 
8:15 Service project briefing
 
8:45 Closing Devotion
 
Saturday Morning
 
8:00  Continental breakfast (think: fruit, bagels, granola bars, yogurt)
 
8:30  Prayer time 
 
8:45   Service project overview 
 
9:00 Project begins
 
12:00 Lunch
 
12:45   Resume project
 
Closing Devotion
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During Your Event

The pages that follow describe the activities listed in the sample schedule. They explain the necessary materials and 
preparation. Each section also cues leaders in on what needs to happen to keep the event moving along. Adapt the 
suggestions to fit your group.
 
Getting to Know You 
30 minutes
 
Choose an option or two from this list. If your group is small, you may have time to do all of them. Whichever activity you 
use, ask a volunteer or one of the obvious extroverts from your group to go first. Or, have someone from event leadership 
do so.
 
Option A: Guess My Destination
 
Each participant writes his favorite travel destination on a slip of paper and places it in a box anonymously. (For example, 
“Grand Canyon” or “Cracker Barrel restaurant” or “My backyard.”) The leader (or someone with skills as a master of cere-
monies) draws and reads these slips at random. Then the group tries to guess who wrote each one. 
 
Option B: Last-Minute Road Trip
 
Tell the group to imagine they are about to take an unexpected road trip. They have time to pack just three items. Ask the 
guys what they would pack and why. 
 
Option C: The Perfect Trip

Pose this question: If you could go anywhere in the world next weekend, where would you go and why? Answers must 
begin with the first letter of the person’s name. After the first guy gives his name and destination, the second person must 
restate the previous name and destination before giving his own name and destination. For example, Adam is first. He says 
his name and then tells the group that he’d go to Alabama. Hal is second. He says, “Adam would go to Alabama. My name is 
Hal and I’d go to Hawaii.” 
 
Bible Focus: This Road Trip Called Life
About 60 minutes
 
What You’ll Need
 • Copies of the participant handout 
 • Pens
 • Bibles, at least one per group, or encourage participants to use their favorite Bible app on their smartphones

What You’ll Do
Form groups of four to six men per group. Be on the lookout for participants who seem unconnected to others. Introduce 
them to someone they may not know and with whom they share personal, professional, or ministry commonalities. Do 
what you can to help everyone fit into an appropriate group.
 
Explain that the groups will have about 60 minutes to complete this activity. Ask that each group choose a discussion 
leader. Although he is not the “teacher,” this person will guide the group through the questions, keeping track of the time. 
Other group members carry responsibility for listening carefully to one another’s comments and adding thoughtful, helpful 
responses themselves.
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When about five minutes of the session remain, announce this for the benefit of all the groups. When time has fully expired, 
call for everyone’s attention; ask for insights, comments, or questions; and respond appropriately. 

Prayer Time 
15 minutes
 
Invite members of each small group to offer prayer requests and then, pray together within their group. Have snacks and 
drinks set up in another area for those who finish early so that they will not interrupt those who are still praying.
 
A Time for Service 
30 minutes 
 
Discuss tomorrow’s hands-on outreach project:

 • Present your goals and expectations for the day: everyone will stay safe, enjoy the work, and get to know one another  
  a bit better.
 • Fully explain the work your group will be doing. 
 • List the tools you need to get the job accomplished, if applicable. Note the names of people who volunteer to bring  
  tools and equipment. Be sure all items are clearly labeled with the owner’s name or some other identifying mark.
 • Clearly communicate the time and location where you’ll meet for a light breakfast and brief devotion in the   
  morning. If lunch will be provided, tell the guys.
 • Advise the men about appropriate gear. For example, wear work boots, a hat, sunglasses, and gloves; bring water;   
  wear sunscreen. 
 • Post sign-up sheets detailing the individual steps necessary to complete the project and allow time for the men to   
  sign up for the activities they want to do. (If some participants aren’t sure what job best matches their skill level, plan  
  to partner them with more experienced workers.)
 • Share contact information so participants know whom to call if they have additional questions.

Closing Worship and Prayer Time
15 minutes
 
Read the God’s Direction Is Always Best® Ministry Message found in the Resource & Idea Center at www.CTAinc.com, or adapt the 
devotional content for your group and present it. 

If possible, include one or two worship songs or hymns before or after the devotion. 
 
If a pastoral leader is present and is willing to speak a blessing over the group before you leave, by all means take advantage of this!
 
Remind everyone to grab an item or two from the table where you have displayed the God’s Direction Is Always Best® take-home items.
 
As participants leave, make sure everyone has a copy of the book God’s Direction Is Always Best® (#GDB18SC or #GDB18SCKJ) 
or book with a pen (#GDB18DGS or #GDB18DGSKJ). By sending this home with each participant, you will encourage the men 
who attend to pray for one another and for themselves day by day. As they spend time in God’s Word and in prayer, their love for 
Jesus and for their Christian brothers and sisters will deepen, as will their commitment to grow in service. Consider sending a 
second copy with participants, too, asking that they share it with a friend, brother, son, or neighbor.
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Participant Handout

This Road Trip Called Life
About 60 minutes
 
1. Name the person(s) you’d most like to accompany on a road trip.

 • In the space below, jot down a few names along with the reasons for your choices. What qualifications do you  
  consider when choosing a travel buddy? Share your ideas with your group as you feel comfortable.

 
 • Did anyone else choose the same person(s) you did? Have you ever been on an actual road trip with the   
  person(s)? How did it go?

2. The Bible mentions a few road trips. Perhaps one of the most unusual begins in Acts 6. Philip is chosen for a special  
task, along with six other men, but they don’t hit the road right away. Instead, at first, they serve right where they are, in 
Jerusalem. Their job? To take care of poor Christian widows within the early church. 
 
Acts 6:3 gives us our first glimpse into Philip’s character. Read and discuss the specific characteristics mentioned in  
the verse. 

 • In your opinion, what factors influence a man’s character? 
 • Are the characteristics mentioned in Acts 6:3 valued in today’s culture? Why or why not? 
 • Are these traits important for Christian men today? Explain. What other important characteristics might you  
  add to the list?

3. When Stephen, one of the six men working alongside Philip, was martyred, a widespread persecution of Christians 
began in earnest. The Holy Spirit used this terrible event to mobilize Philip, and his evangelistic road trip began. 
Read Acts 8:5–8. 

 • Philip went to Samaria, but that was an unusual destination. Why? What had happened there in the past?  
  (If you’re not sure, see John 4:9 and 2 Kings 17:24–34. If possible, read the 2 Kings passage from the NLT or  
  another more contemporary Bible translation.)
 • How did the Samaritans react to Philip’s preaching? 
 • Can you think of a time when your life seemed to take a wrong turn?  Read Psalm 48:9–14 and tell your group  
  how God proved himself faithful in your situation.

4. Philip’s road trip was about to turn in a different direction, taking Philip to yet  
another unexpected destination. Read about it in Acts 8:26–28. Locate Samaria   
(Sebaste) and Gaza on a map. (You can Google a map on your smartphone or check  
the resource section of your Bible.)

 • Considering the modes of transportation available in Philip’s day, why  
  might this new direction seem more like a major detour? 
 • Think about a time when you’ve traveled on a metaphorical or actual desert  
  road. Take turns sharing your experience with the group. 
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 • How did Philip respond to the angel’s redirection? 
 • Read Acts 8:29–38. What was the result of Philip’s detour?
 • What insights can you draw from this incident?

5. God miraculously interrupts Philip’s journey yet again. Read about it in Acts 8:39–40. 

 • What does Philip do next? Why do you think he did that?
 • Someone once said, “The mission of every Christian is to know Christ and make Christ known.” Do you agree with  
  this statement? Would you add anything to it? Explain.
 • If this statement became your personal mission, how might it change things at your work place? at home? during   
  your leisure time?
 • Work with your group to list ways you might begin to know Christ more deeply and fully—even after this retreat   
  has ended. 

Wrapping Up: Everyone’s journey through life has its challenges—threatening potholes, miserable detours, and even 
hope-crushing road closures. The good news is that we do not travel through this life alone. God directs us in his Word. Jesus 
walks right beside us! He gives us strength for the long haul and forgiveness for the times we fail—the forgiveness he has 
earned for us on his cross. And all along our journey, the Holy Spirit enables us to make Christ known: to our families, our 
co-workers, our neighbors, and our world. 
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