
 
 
 

The Zippy Seal 
 
A combination of what science tells us, what the planet needs and 
what we (us and you) care about most, our standards guide every 
choice we make. 
 
First and foremost, all brand partners share our commitment to transparency and 
mission. 
 
We aren’t food experts, so we work with a group of chefs, herbalists, 
aromatherapists, environmentalists, doctors, wellness coaches, and fitness 
instructors to guide our standards and our assortment. 
 
We strive to be as transparent as possible in our product selection. Every product 
recommended by Zippy Pantry has to pass a standard we’ve defined based on a set 
of criteria encompassing safety (has this product passed all testing and is it compliant 
with regulations, is the shelf life and usage clear, are the ingredients clean), 
sustainability (is the packaging recycled or recyclable, are the ingredients 
sustainable), ethics (has everything been responsibly sourced and fair trade where 
possible), and design (is the branding interesting, inviting and does it make us smile; 
is the product design – the nutritional value – optimal). 
 

The Packaging Guidelines 
 
We have Packaging Guidelines that we ask each partner to examine and commit to 
uphold over time. 

 
• Restrictions on Plastic Packaging and Coatings: 

o No PVC  
o No BPA/BPS or other bisphenol-based plastics or coatings/resins  
o No PFAS or other perfluorinated chemical coatings/resins 



 
• Preferred Materials:  

o Our preferred materials are monomaterial metal (no plastic coatings), 
bioplastic, PCR glass or PET, recycled or compostable materials including 
paper 

o If mixed materials are used, brand must educate consumer about proper 
disposal. Instructions should be on the box itself 

o Closures need to be recycled OR bioplastic if possible, otherwise definitely 
need to be recyclable 

o Paper must be from FSC certified forests  
o Soy based or other eco friendly ink for printing 

• Compostable Items:  
o Only products capable of undergoing aerobic biological decomposition in a 

compost system, such that the material becomes visually indistinguishable and 
breaks down into carbon dioxide, water, inorganic compounds, and biomass. 

o Only use the term “compostable” if: 
§ The packaging is designed to be compostable 
§ It meets the applicable standard specifications (ASTM D6400 or 

D6868) 
§ It’s third-party certified (e.g. Biodegradable Products Institute) to meet 

the standard specifications 
 

• Commitment to Education: 
o It is our hope that partners educate customers on how to properly dispose of 

the packages after use, which would include: 
§ Guidance on disposal 

• If the various packaging components have different 
environmental attributes and/or disposal directions, label each 
component OR clearly state on packaging and/or website how 
to dispose of product  

• How2Recycle is an organization dedicated to the 
standardization of package labeling to clearly indicate to 
consumers how to recycle properly   

§ Recycling arrows only on things that are truly recyclable 
§ Recycled content (PCR) is not equivalent to recyclability 

 
 


