
Christmas Time in England:  Charles Dickens:  Nov. 24 – Dec. 7, 2021 

World renowned author Charles Dickens loved British Winters and particularly Christmas time.  

His books are full of glowing descriptions of snowy landscapes, evening in purbs and inn and 

warming dishes and hot drinks in front of roaring fires and the characters he describes so well 

cheerfully enlivening the long dark evenings. 

Capture some of these unique experiences for yourself on a Christmas time tour in GB this year.  

Christmas Markets, great city experience in Bath, Canterbury and in London plus Kent where 

Dickens built his family home and of course specialist tours visiting some of Dickens most loved 

haunts. 

Day 1 November 24 (Tuesday) 

Depart Canada – overnight flight to GB 

Day 2 November 25 (Wednesday) 

10am  Arrive Gatwick London  

11am  Depart for central London 

12:30pm Your introductions to Charles Dickens London begins at his London home of 

Doughty Street where the very fine Dickens Museum is now established.  This is where the 

author wrote Oliver Twist, Pickwick Papers and Nicholas Nickleby.  It’s where he first achieved 

international fame as one of the world’s greatest storytellers.   

Uncover the private world behind the author’s public image.  Explore his study, the family 

bedchambers, and the servants’ quarters below stairs.  See treasures including Dicken’sdesk, 

handwritten drafts from the novels he wrote here, and his young wife’s engagement ring.  Walk 

through rooms dressed with their furniture, tableware, portraits, marble busts, china ornament 

and paintings.   

https://dickensmuseum.com/ 

4:30pm Check in at London Hotel for 3 nights 

   Crowne Plaza London – The City 

   19 New Bridge Street 

   London 

6:30pm  Welcome Dinner at the hotel 

https://dickensmuseum.com/


Day 3 November 25 (Thursday) 

Leisurely breakfast at the hotel 

11am A morning tour of Borough Market with Celia Brooks, Food Expert and her team 

(group will be split into approx. 10 pax)  There is nowhere that better represents 

London as a truly cosmopolitan city, with traditional British produce sitting side 

by side with regional specialties from around the world.  Unique opportunity to 

have an insiders view of London’s vibrant culinary hotspot 

2:30pm An afternoon walking tour with Dickens specialist Richard Jones. 

4:30pm Return to hotel 

 Dinner at RULES  34 Maiden Lane, Covent Garden, London   (Dress code may 

apply)    rules.co.uk 

Day 4 November 26 (Friday) 

Today we visit a most unusual museum, home to both George Frederick Handel 

and Jimi Hendrix – in different centuries. 

Handel & Hendrix in London is made up of two residences:  Handel’s house at 25 

Brook Street and Hendrix’s flat at the top floor of 23 Brook Street.  Handel House 

has been open to the public since November 2001 and Hendrix’s flat was the 

administrative office for staff. 

After substantial fundraising and support from the Heritage Lottery Fund,  

Hendrix’s bedroom has been restored to how it was in 1968-69 along with 

additional exhibition and interactive space for visitors 

https://handelhendrix.org/ 

Dinner at your leisure tonight. 

Late afternoon/early evening – choral music for Advent at one of London’s many 

fine Cathedrals or Churches  OR   

Winter Wonderland in Hyde Park – a hugely popular annual event in the heart 

of London.  hydeparkwinterwonderland.com/ 

 

 

https://handelhendrix.org/


Day 5 November 27 (Saturday) 

  Leave London for Bath 

  En route a visit to Avebury (guided tour booked) 

Far fewer visitors come here than the internationally recognized Stonehenge, 

but Avebury, itself a World Heritage site, is just a fascinating and it lies in the 

heard of a large collection of extraordinary prehistoric monuments in this part of 

Wiltshire. 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury/list/avebury-world-heritage-site 

Then on to Bath 

This is the UNESCO World Heritage Bath – an exploration of this culturally and 

historically rich city.  See the 18th-century Royal Crescent, a street that boasts 

some of the greatest examples of Georgian architecture in England.  Other fine 

examples – The Circus, a circular space surrounded by large townhouses.  And 

Pulteney Bridge (1774), which crosses the River Avon and was designed by 

Robert Adam.  The Abbey Church of St. Peter and St Paul, more commonly 

known as Bath Abbey, began as a Benedictine monastery founded in the seventh 

century.  In 1090, its  status was elevated to that of a cathedral.  Bath Abbey 

remains one of the largest examples of perpendicular Gothic architecture in 

England’s West Country. 

Opportunity to visit the Grand Pump Room, a great historic building from the 

18th Century.  You can sample the waters from the hot spring that fill the 

adjacent Roman Baths.   

Or visit the Jane Austen Centre to learn about the author’s experiences here.  

Jane Austen is perhaps the best known of and best loved (especially in the US) of 

Bath’s many famous residents.  She paid two long visits here at the end of the 

18th Century and from 1801 to 1806 Bath was her home.  Her intimate 

knowledge of the city is reflected in two of her novels,  Northanger Abbey and 

Persuasion.   

Overnight at Methuen Arms, Corsham Wiltshirehttp://butcombe.com/the 

methuen-arms-wiltshire/ 

Dinner at hotel. 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury/list/avebury-world-heritage-site
http://butcombe.com/the%20methuen-arms-wiltshire/
http://butcombe.com/the%20methuen-arms-wiltshire/
http://butcombe.com/the%20methuen-arms-wiltshire/


Day 6 November 28 (Sunday) 

No visit to the city is complete without time at the Roman Baths.  The first shrine 

at the site was built by Celts, but the temple we see was constructed by the 

Romans etween AD 60 & 70 and complex was enhanced over the next 300 years. 

The ancient baths grew up around a natural hot spring.  During the Roman 

occupation of Britain, and possibly on the instruction of Emperor Claudius, the 

stone chamber was built at the spring.   

One of the finest Christmas Markets opens in Bath, today. 

Second night at our hotel. 

 

Day 7 November 29 (Monday) 

  Leave Bath of Winchester 

Winchester has one of England’s finest cathedrals – a superb example of 

Norman architecture. 

www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk 

The Christmas Market is recognised as one of the best in Europe 

A visit to the Bombay Sapphire Distillery,  one of GB’s leading Gin Distilleries for 

a tour and tasting. 

Off to our hotel for 2 nights  The Master Builder’s House Hotel 

Hillbrookehotels.co.uk/the-master-builders/ 

Day 8 November 30 (Tuesday) 

A visit Beaulieu Motor Museum where you will see over 250 vehicles – from F1 

cars and speed record breakers to incredible examples of pioneering motoring. 

Lunch at the Brabazon Restaurant or Coffee Shop on site. 

www.beaulieu.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/
http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/


Day 9 December 1 (Wednesday) 

  Today we head back East into Kent 

We will have a step on guide to show us around the area of the Chatham’s Royal 

Navy Dockyard. 

Late lunch at the Bull Rochester 

Tonight we stay in Leeds Castle 

Dinner in the Castle Room (I will confirm dress code) 

Day 10 December 2  (Thursday) 

  Today we will visit one of the oldest breweries int eh world Shepherd Neame in 

  Faversham.   https://www.shepherdneame.co.uk 

  Time to explore Leeds Castle  

Tonight we will have a Medieval Dinner in the Great Hall  (I will advise 

appropriate dress for this occasion) 

Day 11 December 3 (Friday) 

We will head to Canterbury today with at stop en route at Whitstable.Famous 

since Roman times for its oysters and now a charming seaside resort. 

Lunch today at SAMPHIRE   https://www.samphirewhitstable.co.uk 

On to the Christmas Market in Canterbury  

Dinner at Hotel 

Day 12  December 4 (Saturday) 

  Morning visit to Dover Castle 

Dover Castle is a fascinating monument to many centuries of British History – 

but particularly to the vital role its defences provided to Churchill during the 

Second World War from the Dunkirk evacuation in May and June 1940, the 

underground hospital used by wonded fighter pilots during the Battle of Britain 

through to the essential planning prior to D Day and the allied invasion of 

Normandy in June 1944.  

https://www.shepherdneame.co.uk/
https://www.samphirewhitstable.co.uk/


Local guide for a walking food tour of Canterbury of time on your own. 

Dinner at your leisure 

Day 13  December 5  (Sunday) 

  Today we join the celebrations of A Dickens of a Christmas in Rochester. 

  Overnight at Gatwick Hilton Hotel 

  Buffet Dinner at Hotel 

Day 14  December 6 (Monday) 

  Return Flight to Toronto  

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 



 


