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Notices - Personal

Resorts, Camps, Travel

HOMECENTER
FOR RENT

• Acreage, Farms and
Ranches

• Commercial Real Estate
• Lake & Vacation

Property
• Dallas Rentals
• Metroplex Rentals
• Out of Metroplex

Rentals
• Miscellaneous Rentals

Acreage, Farms
& Ranches

Commercial
Real Estate

Industrial/Warehouse -
For Lease

Lake &
Vacation Prop

Country Property -
For Lease

Dallas Rentals

Downtown

East Dallas

Far North Dallas

North Dallas

North Dallas

Oak Cliff

Pleasant Grove

Pleasant Grove

Metroplex
Rentals

Garland

Murphy

Richardson

Wilmer

Acreage, Farms
& Ranches

• Acreage, Farms and
Ranches

• Commercial Real Estate
• Lake & Vacation

Property
• Dallas Sales
• Metroplex Sales
• Out of Metroplex Sales
• Miscellaneous Sales

HOMECENTER
FOR SALE

Want to Buy Want to Buy Want to Buy Want to Buy Want to Buy

Download
our app at
dallasnews.com

MORE VOCAL. MORE LOCAL.
ALL IN ONE PLACE.

Unparalled
updates.

Residential Sales, Leasing & Management

HOUSES – DUPLEXES – CONDOS

214-750-5675 • signatureleasing.net
DN-1473479-01

Looking for my handsome
husband Donnie W, 61.

Please call (513) 913-5342,
or come to our church.

CTBC. I love you, Mary.

Alabama Gulf Shores
or Fort Morgan
! 1 - 9 bedrooms !
Homes-Condos
800-678-2306

gulfrentals.com

Dry Cleaner
Plant for sale
972-835-0512

Seek investor/advisor
school safety device
See Facebook: Lok Down

NOTICE
Residential rental
locators are re-
quired to be li-
censed by the TX
Real Estate Com-
mission, Austin

800-250-8732
Locators may adver-
tise apartment
units in general
terms & all units
may not have the
same features. The
amount of rent
quoted in an ad
may be the starting
rent for a basic
unit which does not
have all advertised
features.

Royal & 35 - Office &
Warehouser, 4550 sf, 4100
sf warehouse, 450sf office,
2ba, 3 dock doors w/ ramp
18ft high ceilings, heated
warehouse, $1,975/mo
972-489-2779

5-Star Condo, 1/6-11/16, Ski-
in/Ski-out, heated ga-

rage, Valet Ski
Parking, Walking

distance to restaurants
and shops. Sleeps 4, small

kitchen. Vail Resorts,
Park City, Utah

303-919-9335

2100 sq ft/Work Live
Space located @
1430 Dragon St

$2600/mo. Contact
Trinity Loft

(214) 747-1403 or
www.trinityloft.com

8110 Skillman Rd 75231
Windtree Condos - 1bd/1ba
Updated, new paint & tile

 $695 mo. + $695 dep
214-356-3879

Home- 4628 Live Oak, 2bd
Den 1 Bath, 950 sf, Recent
Remod, New ktch/bath,
W/D, Furn, Steel Gated,

Canopy of Trees, No Pets,
$1060/mo, 972-571-7459

• No Need To Make Repairs
• We Can Close Quickly

• All Cash Buyers
• Call Today For A No
Obligation Consultation

CASH FOR HOUSES!
YOU WANT TO SELL, AND WE WANT TO BUY!

972-505-2488
Each franchise office is individually owned and operated.

t

YOU WANT TO SELL, AND WE WANT TO BUY!

tion

®

DN-1469244-01

Home - 2931 Harvinger Ln.
2/2/1, 1,220 sf, 2 story high
dng. & liv rm, hardwood
floors, no pets, WBFP,
$1,175/mo, 972-571-7459

Vegas is calling! Off-
market Commercial Value
Add opportunities. Multi-

family, Office, Retail,
Industrial, and Land.  We
have what you’re looking
for. Please don’t hesitate
to call today! Las Vegas
Reality LLC, Matthew

Beach #NV.70177
702-883-4221

ALL APARTMENTS
FREE SEARCH
ALL AREAS

Move - In Specials
& GIFT AVAILABLE

OTM AGENT
972-862-8886

CONDO FOR LEASE:
Prestonwood Country Club,
lovely 1 BR downstrairs,
all new, W/D, new bath
lovely enclosed patio,
all bills pd, $1500 month.
No pets pls. (469) 877-2590

Hm- 4bd/3ba/2cg,
$2,000/mo + $2000 dep
fresh paint, new cpt. cln,
3000sf, lg lvg, frml dng,
fence, gdo, 9735 Trevor
972-832-0482

APT: 1BD 1BA
$495/mo
Recent remodel

New carpet/tile/ac
New appliances
Call 214-429-9962

Apt: 2BD/1BA
$585/Month

1BD/1BA $525
Clean & Spacious
Move In Specials!

214-376-1743

3622 Colonial Ave
Nice Homes! 3bd/2ba/2cg,

1 year lease.
Fireplace, fenced, alarm

system. Appt only!
Call after 6pm 972-742-2987

Home: 4 BR 2½ BA 1 CG,
2 story. Red Cloud Drive
75217. Remod: new carpet
& paint, all BR’s upstairs,
Sec. 8 & pets OK, $950 mo
+ $950 dep. (972) 571-2977

Hm- 3bd/2ba/2cg, $1300/mi
+ $1300dep, fresh pnt, cln,
1800sf, large lvg, covered
patio, fenced, gdo,
1214 Meandering Way
972-832-0482

RENT to OWN homes
available! 2, 3, & 4

bedroom homes with
low monthly pay-

ments! Easy financing
available. Call 225-935-2913

or visit our website at
www.BuyDontRent.com

Ranch Style 1.75 acres. Pla-
no ISD 3bd/2bth, 2080 sqft.
open floor huge backyard,
$1,895 per month 24 hour

message . 972-984-2313

All new 1900 sq ft,
3BR/2.5BA, RISD, new
cabinets, new granite,
carpet, tile, appliances, no
payment til next year.
Call today 972-386-6165

Richardson:3 Bedroom,
 2 Bath, Ceramic Tile

Throughout!
$1095 / mo. Avail Immed.

Sec 8 OK, RISD, Big Yard,
Dart,  972-234-0288

3bd/1ba For Rent
C/H/A, Lg Yard,

$740/mo + $600 dep
339 Chandler St.

Wilmer 75172
 Call 214-475-7613 or

 214-475-1610

Dallas-Fort Worth

T he Dallas Opera has
landed a three-year,
$500,000 grant from

The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation to support the
new Linda and Mitch Hart
Institute for Women Con-
ductors.

The initiative aims to nar-
row the gender gap in leading
U.S. operas, where 95 percent
of the conductors are men.

The first conference for
female conductors begins
Saturday and runs through
Dec. 6. Attendees include six
institute fellows plus four
American observers selected
out of 100-plus applicants

from 27 nations. The program
includes a showcase concert
Dec. 5 that’s expected to attract
industry influencers to the
Margot and Bill Winspear
Opera House.

There is no comparable
program for talented young
female conductors seeking
entry to the world’s top opera

companies, a spokeswoman
said.

In addition, the Dallas
Opera’s 2015-16 season got off
toastrong start last month with
twofundraisers that racked up
more than $500,000 and the
world premiere of Great Scott.

The First Sight luncheon
featured five original fashion
ensembles, each inspired by
one of the season’s shows. The
designers who crafted them
were locals Elizabeth Anyaa,
Michael Faircloth, Geoffrey
HenningandNhaKhanh plus
Edo Popken,aSwiss designer
who operates a store in the
Design District.

The First Night formal
dinner was held the following
evening, before the opening of
Great Scott.

Majordonors included:
$25,000: Deutsche Asset

&Wealth Management, Hall
Arts,AmbassadorKathryn
Walt HallandCraig Hall,
GeneandJerry Jones, The
Eugene McDermott Founda-
tion, LynnandPresley Mock,
Nancy A. NasherandDavid J.
Haemisegger, NorthPark
Center, andEllenandDon
Winspear.

$15,000 to $24,999: Holly-
Frontier Inc., HollyandTom
Mayer, RoxanneandGene

Phillips, AnneandSteve
Stodghill, BettyandSteve
Suellentrop,andDede Wil-
sey.

$10,000 to $14,999: Dallas
Stage Scenery, DianeandHal
Brierley, CindyandCharlie
Feld, LindaandMilledge
Hart, KatherineandMichael
Phillips,andMarnieand
Kern Wildenthal.

$5,000 to $9,999: De-
loitte, Dr. Delphinium, Nich-
olas Even, KaraandRandall
Goss, ElizabethandScott
Kimple, LynnandAllan
McBee, Salum, Ste. Michelle
Wine Estates, U.S. Risk,
Michelle VobachandWar-

rington Asset Management.
$3,000to $4,999: Delilah

andSamuel Boyd, Pattiand
JohnCody, AmyandVernon
Faulconer, LauraandMark
Flagg, JackieandMichael
George, SusanandMark
Geyer, HarriettandCharles
Gibbs, Connie Klemow,
Carol Lazier, Metroplex
Piano, JoyceandHarvey
Mitchell, Robert A. Olson
andJames Noonan, North-
ern Trust, Vinand Caren
Prothro Foundation, Per-
kins-Prothro Foundation,
Deedie andEdward Rose,
and JoannaandPeter Town-
send.

Institute for Women Conductors gets $500,000 grant
PHILANTHROPY

HOLLY HABER
hhaber@dallasnews.com

Bloch, tabletop buyer for NM
Direct. “Not to mention, they
are delicious.”

Bloch expects to sell 200
12-cookie tins for $50, plus
shipping, by the Dec. 18 cutoff
for Christmas delivery. But
since the shortbreads aren’t
holiday themed, Neiman’s will
accept orders after that, she
says. “We are also working on
special ones for Valentine’s Day
that are super cute.”

Bob Beaudine, author of the
business best-seller The Power
of Who, has been a friend of
Nelson’s since their days at
Southern Methodist University.
He’s not surprised that she
scratched and scraped her way
into The Book.

“Becky’s always had an en-
trepreneurial flare,” Beaudine
says. “Once she starts an idea,
she never gives up.”

Nelson’s saga started in
2003, when she was inspired by
the Barefoot Contessa, Ina
Garten. She emailed Garten for
tips about opening a gourmet
shop.

To her surprise, Garten
immediately responded. Her
big advice: Get broad experi-
ence in the food service busi-
ness.

Nelson was a stay-at-home
mom with three kids, so she
took up part-time work as a
barista at a coffee shop in Ar-
gyle, and worked at a hamburg-
er grill and for a caterer that
supplied lunches at Bell Heli-
copter.

In 2006, Nelson was on her

way to yoga class when her
husband called and asked her to
come to his office. She was
blindsided when he said he
wantedadivorce.

Shethought her dream of
owningabusiness had disin-
tegrated along with her mar-
riage. “I knew my finances were
going to be limited, and I had to
figure out a way to support
myself.”

Nelsonwenttowork for
Central Market as a foodie,
walkingtheaisles and doing
sampling.“Iwas50yearsold
andbeingtoldwhenIcouldgo
tothebathroom, clocking in and
clockingout,andmicroman-
aged — I ‘wasn’t smiling
enough.’ ”

After a series of nonreward-
ingjobs, Nelson decided to go
forit. “The thing that came to
mymindwas: ‘There will never
beabetter time. If it doesn’t
work, at least I can say I tried.’ ”

Shelaunched Le Gourmet
Valet in early 2012, curating
specialty foods and treats for
homedelivery.

Light bulb moment
Nelsongot the idea and the

nameafter her friend and soror-
ity sisterJilKatzwas mugged in
theparking lot of Whole Foods
Market in Preston Forest Shop-
ping Center.

“Jil said she was going to hire
apersonal valet to do her shop-
ping because she was so scared,”
Nelson recalls. “Afterward, I was
walking my dog and it just
clicked. What if there was some-
body who was a gourmet valet

whobrought you good food?”
She quickly expanded into

catering, which is now the bulk
of her business.

Later that year, she devel-
opedher shortbread cookie — a
modified version of the Barefoot
Contessa’s — as her signature
treat.

Trader Joe’s
Nelson almost took her eye

off the prize in early 2013, when
abuyerfrom Trader Joe’s came
calling.

Nelson, who was working
mostly out of her home, met the
buyerat the kitchen of Midway
Christian Church, which she
sometimes leased for big orders,
hoping he wouldn’t know just
howsmallshe was. 

Apparently he didn’t, be-
causeheoffered her a deal to put
hercookies in Trader Joe’s
throughout Texas. “I’m think-
ing, ‘Whatever it takes, I’m
going to do this,’ ” Nelson recalls.

Buther mentor, Jerry White,
director of SMU’s Caruth In-
stitutefor Entrepreneurship,
cautioned her against it, saying
ifshewent with Trader Joe’s,
she’d never get into Neiman’s.

Hepointed out that her
margins were going to be thin-
ner than her cookies.

“And that was that,” Nelson
says. “That gave me the oomph
to really go after Neiman’s.”

After the Trader Joe’s experi-
ence, Nelson realized she need-
ed a commercial kitchen to be
taken seriously.

She found affordable space, a
360-square-foot kitchen and

150-square-foot pantry, at West-
minster Presbyterian Church
and moved in a year ago.

“I was already on Plan D and
didn’t have any other options,”
she says. “It’s a good fit.”

Her first Neiman’s shipment
Oct. 1was bittersweet. Her
artisan baker, Lisa Staffelbach,
who had been instrumental in
perfecting the cookie, died the

week before at age 45 from a
pulmonary embolism.

Nelson now has just one
full-time employee and six
seasonal workers.

Fortunately for Nelson,
Staffelbach left a detailed blue-
print of everything she did,
down to how long it takes to roll
the dough.

“Sales have been steady and

manageable,” Nelson says. “I am
thankful since we had to com-
pletely regroup after losing
Lisa.” 

Nelson expects the compa-
ny’s total sales to be about
$450,000 next year, with cook-
iesaccounting for about 15
percent of that.

TheNMstamp of approval is
definitely opening doors.

Nelson ran the cookies,
which are 3/4-inches high and 2
inches in diameter, through
nutrition testing but decided to
keeptheresults to herself.

“It even shocked me,” she
says. “But what I love about the
cookie is it’s low in sugar. That is
on our label.”

Ingredients are listed with
butter at the lead, Nelson says.
“If you really want to know
additional information, we can
provide it.”

Twitter: @CherylHall_DMN

CHERYL HALL

Cookie creator couldn’t
let NM dream crumble

Continued from Page 1D

Photos by Rose Baca/Staff Photographer

Becky Nelson, owner of Le Gourmet Valet, got some early advice from Ina Garten, better
known as the Barefoot Contessa, as she began to pursue her dream. Then came obsta-
cles, including a divorce she didn’t see coming and the sudden death of her artisan baker. 

Nelson developed her shortbread cookie with the goal of it
landing in The Book, Neiman Marcus’ direct-sales catalog. 


