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Cookie creator couldn’t
dream crumble

let NM
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Bloch, tabletop buyer for NM
Direct. “Not to mention, they
are delicious.”

Bloch expects to sell 200
12-cookie tins for $50, plus
shipping, by the Dec. 18 cutoff
for Christmas delivery. But
since the shortbreads aren’t
holiday themed, Neiman’s will
accept orders after that, she
says. “We are also working on
special ones for Valentine’s Day
that are super cute.”

Bob Beaudine, author of the
business best-seller The Power
0f Who, has been a friend of
Nelson’s since their days at
Southern Methodist University.
He’s not surprised that she
scratched and scraped her way
into The Book.

“Becky’s always had an en-
trepreneurial flare,” Beaudine
says. “Once she starts an idea,
she never gives up.”

Nelson’s saga started in
2003, when she was inspired by
the Barefoot Contessa, Ina
Garten. She emailed Garten for
tips about opening a gourmet
shop.

To her surprise, Garten
immediately responded. Her
big advice: Get broad experi-
ence in the food service busi-
ness.

Nelson was a stay-at-home
mom with three kids, so she
took up part-time work as a
barista at a coffee shop in Ar-
gyle, and worked at a hamburg-
er grill and for a caterer that
supplied lunches at Bell Heli-
copter.

In 2006, Nelson was on her

Institute

he Dallas Opera has
I landed a three-year,

$500,000 grant from
The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation to support the
new Linda and Mitch Hart
Institute for Women Con-
ductors.

The initiative aims to nar-
row the gender gap in leading
U.S. operas, where 95 percent
of the conductors are men.

The first conference for
female conductors begins
Saturday and runs through
Dec. 6. Attendees include six
institute fellows plus four
American observers selected
out of 100-plus applicants

wayto yoga class when her
husband called and asked herto
cometo his office. She was
blindsided when he said he
wanted a divorce.

She thought her dream of
owningabusiness had disin-
tegrated along with her mar-
riage. “I knew my finances were
goingto belimited, and Thad to
figure out away to support
myself”

Nelson went to work for
Central Market as afoodie,
walking the aisles and doing
sampling. “I was 50 years old
and being told when I could go
tothebathroom, clockinginand
clocking out,and microman-
aged — [‘wasn’t smiling
enough.”

Afteraseries of nonreward-
ingjobs, Nelson decided to go
forit. “The thing that came to
mymind was: ‘There will never
beabetter time. Ifitdoesn’t
work, atleast I can say I tried.”

Shelaunched Le Gourmet
Valetin early 2012, curating
specialty foods and treats for
home delivery.

Lightbulb moment

Nelson got theideaand the
name after her friend and soror-
ity sister Jil Katz was mugged in
the parkinglot of Whole Foods
Marketin Preston Forest Shop-
ping Center.

“Jil said she was going to hire
apersonal valet to do her shop-
pingbecause she was soscared,”
Nelson recalls. “Afterward, Iwas
walking my dog and itjust
clicked. Whatifthere was some-
bodywho was agourmet valet

for Women Conductors gets
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from 27nations. The program
includesashowcase concert
Dec.5that’sexpected toattract
industryinfluencerstothe
Margotand Bill Winspear
OperaHouse.
Thereisnocomparable
program fortalented young
female conductorsseeking
entrytothe world’stop opera

who broughtyou good food?”

She quickly expanded into
catering, which isnowthe bulk
ofherbusiness.

Later thatyear, she devel-
oped her shortbread cookie — a
modified version of the Barefoot
Contessa’s — as her signature
treat.

Trader Joe’s

Nelson almost took her eye
offthe prize in early 2013, when
abuyer from Trader Joe’s came
calling.

Nelson, who was working
mostlyoutofherhome, metthe
buyer at the kitchen of Midway
Christian Church, which she
sometimes leased for big orders,
hoping he wouldn’t knowjust
howsmall she was.

Apparently hedidn’t, be-
cause he offered her a deal to put
her cookiesin Trader Joe’s
throughout Texas. “I'm think-
ing, Whatever it takes, 'm
goingtodothis, ”Nelson recalls.

Buther mentor, Jerry White,
director of SMU’s Caruth In-
stitute for Entrepreneurship,
cautioned her against it, saying
if she went with Trader Joe’s,
she'd never getinto Neiman's.

He pointed out that her
margins were going to be thin-
nerthan her cookies.

“And that was that,” Nelson
says. “That gave me the oomph
toreallygo after Neiman’s.”

Afterthe Trader Joe's experi-
ence, Nelson realized she need-
edacommercial kitchen tobe
takenseriously.

She found affordable space, a
360-square-foot kitchen and

companies, aspokeswoman
said.

Inaddition, the Dallas
Opera’s 2015-16 season got off
toastrongstartlastmonth with
two fundraisersthatracked up
morethan $500,000 and the
world premiere of Great Scott.

The First Sightluncheon
featured five original fashion
ensembles, each inspired by
oneoftheseason’sshows. The
designerswho crafted them
werelocals Elizabeth Anyaa,
Michael Faircloth, Geoffrey
Henning and Nha Khanh plus
Edo Popken, a Swissdesigner
who operatesastoreinthe
Design District.
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Becky Nelson, owner of Le Gourmet Valet, got some early advice from Ina Garten, better
known as the Barefoot Contessa, as she began to pursue her dream. Then came obsta-
cles, including a divorce she didn’t see coming and the sudden death of her artisan baker.

Nelson developed her shortbread cookie with the goal of it
landing in The Book, Neiman Marcus’ direct-sales catalog.

150-square-foot pantry, at West-
minster Presbyterian Church
and moved in ayearago.

“I'wasalreadyon Plan D and
didn’t have any other options,”
shesays. “It'sagood fit.”

Her first Neiman’s shipment
Oct.1was bittersweet. Her
artisan baker, Lisa Staffelbach,
who had been instrumental in
perfecting the cookie, died the

The First Night formal
dinnerwasheld the following
evening, before the opening of
GreatScott.

Major donorsincluded:

$25,000: Deutsche Asset
& Wealth Management, Hall
Arts, Ambassador Kathryn
Walt Hall and Craig Hall,
Geneand JerryJones, The
Eugene McDermott Founda-
tion, Lynn and Presley Mock,
NancyA. Nasher and David J.
Haemisegger, NorthPark
Center, and Ellen and Don
Winspear.

$15,000t0 $24,999: Holly-
Frontier Inc., Hollyand Tom
Mayer, Roxanne and Gene

week before at age 45 from a
pulmonary embolism.

Nelson nowhasjustone
full-time employee and six
seasonal workers.

Fortunately for Nelson,
Staffelbach left a detailed blue-
printof everything she did,
down tohowlong it takes to roll
the dough.

“Sales have been steady and

manageable,” Nelson says. “Tam
thankful since we had to com-
pletely regroup afterlosing
Lisa”

Nelson expects the compa-
ny’s total sales to be about
$450,000 nextyear, with cook-
ies accounting for about15
percentof that.

The NM stamp of approval is
definitely opening doors.

Nelson ran the cookies,
which are 3/4-inches high and 2
inches in diameter, through
nutrition testing but decided to
keep theresultsto herself.

“Iteven shocked me,” she
says. “But what I love about the
cookieisit’slowinsugar. Thatis
onourlabel”

Ingredients are listed with
butter at thelead, Nelson says.
“Ifyou really want to know
additional information, we can
provideit.”

Twitter: @CherylHall_DMN

$500,000 grant

Phillips, Anne and Steve
Stodghill, Bettyand Steve
Suellentrop,and Dede Wil-
sey.

$10,000t0 $14,999: Dallas
Stage Scenery, Diane and Hal
Brierley, Cindyand Charlie
Feld, Lindaand Milledge
Hart, Katherine and Michael
Phillips,and Marnieand
Kern Wildenthal.

$5,000t0 $9,999: De-
loitte, Dr. Delphinium, Nich-
olas Even, Karaand Randall
Goss, Elizabeth and Scott
Kimple, Lynnand Allan
McBee, Salum, Ste. Michelle
Wine Estates, U.S. Risk,
Michelle Vobach and War-

rington Asset Management.

$3,000t0 $4,999: Delilah
and Samuel Boyd, Pattiand
John Cody, Amyand Vernon
Faulconer, Lauraand Mark
Flagg, Jackie and Michael
George, Susanand Mark
Geyer, Harriettand Charles
Gibbs, Connie Klemow,
Carol Lazier, Metroplex
Piano, Joyce and Harvey
Mitchell, RobertA. Olson
and James Noonan, North-
ernTrust, Vinand Caren
Prothro Foundation, Per-
kins-Prothro Foundation,
Deedie and Edward Rose,
and Joannaand Peter Town-
send.
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HOUSES

Residential Sales, Leasing & Management

— DUPLEXES — CONDOS
214-750-5675 » signatureleasing.net

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS - HOMECENTER
ANNOUNCEMENTS FINANCIAL FOR RENT

® Adoptions

® Found Items

® Hunting/Fishing Leases

® Lost Items

® Notices - Business

® Notices - Personal

® Resorts, Camps, Travel

® Reunions

® Seminars

® Ski Directory

® Sports/Club
Memberships

* Business Brokers

* Business Opportunities
* (il & Gas

® Partners & Investors

® Stocks & Bonds

Business
Opportunities

Dry Cleaner
Plant for sale
972-835-0512

® Acreage, Farms and
Ranches

® Commercial Real Estate

® Lake & Vacation
Property

® Dallas Rentals

® Metroplex Rentals

 Qut of Metroplex
Rentals

® Miscellaneous Rentals

( Partners & Investors ) Acreage, Farms

Notices - Personal

Looking for my handsome
husband Donnie W, 61.
Please call (513) 913-5342,
or come to our church.

Seek investor/advisor
school safety device
See Facebook: Lok Down

& Ranches

MORE VOCAL. MORE LOCAL.

NOTICE
Residential rental
locators are re-

quired to be li-
censed by the TX
Real Estate Com-
mission, Austin
800-250-8732

Locators may adver-
tise apartment
units in general
terms & all units
may not have the
same features. The
amount of rent
quoted in an ad
may be the starting
rent for a Dbasic
unit which does not
have all advertised
features.

Lake &
Vacation Prop

Country Property -
For Lease

5-Star Condo, 1/6-11/16, Ski-

n/Ski-out, heated ga-

rage, Valet Ski
Parking, Walking
distance to restaurants
and shops. Sleeps 4, small
kitchen. Vail Resorts,
Park City, Utah
303-919-9335

Dallas Rentals

CASH FOR HOUSES!

YOU WANT TO SELL, AND WE WANT TO BUY!

* No Need To Make Repairs

* We Can Close Quickly

* All Cash Buyers
* Call Today For A No

Obligation Consultation

DN-1469244-01

( Far North Dallas ) ( North Dallas ) ( Pleasant Grove ) (

Home - 2931 Harvinger Ln.

2/211, 1,220 sf, 2 story high
dna. & liv rm, hardwood
Floors, no pets, WBFP,
$1,175/mo, 972-571-7459

CONDO FOR LEASE:
Prestonwood Country Club,
lovely 1 BR downstrairs,
all new, W/D, new bath

Home: 4 BR 22 BA1CG,
2 story. Red Cloud Drive
75217, Remod: new carpet
& paint, all BR s upswnrs,

Vegas is calling! Off-
market Commercial Value
Add opportunities. Multi-

family, Office, Retail,
Industrial, and Land. We
have what you're looking

lovely enclosed puho Sec. 8 & pets OK, $950

all bills pd, $1500 month. + $950 dep. (972) 5N 2977
No pets pls. (469) 877 2590

Hm- 4bd/3ba/2cg,

$2,000/mo + $2000 dep Metroplex

fresh paint, new cpi cln,

3000sf, ls Ive, frml dns, Rentals

to call today! Las Vegas
Reality LLC, Matthew
Beach #NV.70177
702-883-4221

fence, gdo, 9735 Trevor
for. Please don’t hesitate 972-832-0482

Oak Cliff

(et )

Hm- 3bd/2ba/2cg, $1300/mi

Richardson ) H(IJ:I(\)/IFECSEI{\IJEER

new
3BR/2.5BA,
cabinets,

carpet, tile, appliances, no

il
® Acreage, Farms and

Ranches
® Commercial Real Estate
® Lake & Vacation
Property
® Dallas Sales
® Metroplex Sales
® Qut of Metroplex Sales
® Miscellaneous Sales

1900 sq ft,

RISD, new
new —granite,

. , . i + $1300dep, fresh pnt, cl payment til next year.
CTBC. | love you, Mary. 2100 sq ft/Work Live APT: 1BD 1BA ]Bo%sf lgrr;]erle\fg Pl e o7 St Acreage, Farms
(Resorts, camps, Tvel) AV IO\ | S o Y 1436 Dragon 1 North Dallas Retnrierioast | ool enced o, & Ranches
ragon eanaering Way
eSO, Zamps, Trave U $2600/ma. Gontact NSw carpet/tile/ac| 972-832-0482
IAlabama Gulf Shores Commercial (214) 74¥ 14%f3 or Call 214-429-9962 RENT to OWN homes Richardson:3 Bedroom,
A www.trinityloft.com availble! 2,3, &4 2 Bafh Ceramic Tile
or Fort Morgan nelg rsgo Real Estate Apt: 2BD/1BA mbﬁgwmm@egwm $1095 / mo. Avail Immed, (@} 4
¥ 1-9 bedrooms ¥ nelouaorios el R East Dallas 1O/ BA Sh25 | menisiEosyfinancing 5% GO KISBAEICTY | ML
Homes-Condos . 3 Clean & Spacious available. Call 2032 AMorwing
800-678-2306 Your stories, your news. Industr;al/LWarehouse 7|20 skiman Ra 75231 Mgve I Specialst | www.BuyDoniRent.com News
gulfrentals.com PRt Updated, new paint & file
Roval & 35 - Office & 09Tt 592 .dep ( Murph Wilmer
Worehovser. 4550 ooy 214-356-3879 Pleasant Grove oL Download
sf warehouse, 450sf office, 3bd/1ba For Rent
Unparalled 2ba, 3 dock doors W/ramp - Home- 4628 Live Ook, 2bd 3622 Colonial Ave Ranch Style 1.75 acres, Plo- /A, Lg Yard, our app at
h'9 Cg% '9”795?' eated  Den 1 Bath, 950 sf, Recent Nice Homes! 3bd/2ba/2cg, o ISD 3bd/2bth, 2080 saft. $740/mo + $600 dep
updateS- warehouse, 31,975/mo Remod, New kich/bath, 1 year lease. open floor huge backyard, 339 Chandler St. dallasnews.com
272-489-2779 WD, Furn, Steel Gated, Fireplace, fenced, alarm $1,895 per month 24 hour Wilmer 75172
| Canopy of Trees, No Pets, system. Appt only! ' Call 214-475-7613 or
i i i | i L $1060/mo, 972- 571-7459 Call after 6pm 972-742-2987 message . 972-984-2313 214-475-1610

D5 11-25-2015 Set: 19:00:06
Sent by: alozoya@dallasnews.com Business BEAGK'TA



