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We’re Justin and Kathleen, the creators and owners of Smiling Tree 
Toys. You can find us in southwestern Minnesota, where we work 
hard and play harder to bring all natural, heirloom wooden toys and 
home decor to your home. We’re proud parents to three little ones, 
and we love family time, playing games, cooking wholesome meals, 
and being outdoors.

In late 2009, we returned to the U.S. after living in West Africa for two years serving as Peace 
Corps Volunteers. It was exhilarating, challenging, and life-altering. Surrounded again by the 
modern luxuries of life in America, we looked at one another and said “Now what?”

Justin’s always been passionate about crafting wood, and Kathleen’s been in love with all 
things handmade for as long as she can remember. Add parenthood to the mix, and the 
epiphany came almost immediately: creating handmade wooden toys is what we were meant 
to do. And so it began.

1

hello.

hello.

how it all began

Most mornings start at 6:00am. We get a few hours of shop time and computer work in before 
the little ones awake. Then it’s good morning kisses, a hearty family breakfast, and planning 
the rest of the day.

And so on...

The wood shop hums all day long with the happy sounds of toy making, reggae music, and 
laughing little ones. Our home office is the scene of quick ins-and-outs as we reply to emails, 
prep orders for shipping, and jot down those eureka! moments when new design ideas pop 
into mind. In between all of that we’re playing hide-and-seek, reading books, and chasing 
after the little ones chasing after the kitties.

a day in the life...

“Did you see that 
note about rushing 

the personalized 
block order to ship 

tomorrow?”

“Yep, I’m on it. Do you 
want me to be on Daddy 
duty after nap time? That 
way you can work on your 

to-do list.”
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Smiling Tree Toys isn’t just a family business; it’s a defining part of our family. We keep 
the personal, the passionate, and the eco-handmade touch in every aspect of our company. 
From sustainably harvested American hardwoods, to our homegrown organic camelina 
oil/beeswax finish, to natural cotton drawstring bags made-in-the-USA, we ensure every 
part of Smiling Tree Toys is respectful of and gentle on mother earth. We wouldn’t have it 
any other way.

We believe that when people are kind, honest, hard-working, respectful of mother earth, 
and doing something they love, then great things will happen. Life is great for us, indeed.

Is it hard at times? Sure. But is it worth it? Absolutely.

the bigger picture
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• sustainably harvested American hardwoods and other consciously sourced materials
• recycled and recyclable packaging materials
• organic, homegrown toy finish (organic camelina oil grown on our family’s land blended with 

local beeswax)
• natural cotton bags made in the USA
• participation in our local renewable energies program

We donate a portion of our profits to Peace Corps development projects around 
the globe. As former Peace Corps Volunteers (we served in Niger, West Africa 
from 2007-2009), this cause is especially near and dear to our hearts. 

we make a donation to Peace Corps worldwide youth development projects for every item sold. 

caring for mother earth

giving back

for the greater good

made
in the

USA



www.facebook.com/smilingtreetoys

www.twitter.com/smilingtreetoys

www.pinterest.com/smilingtreetoys

Justin & Kathleen Smith
Lamberton, Minnesota

507.822.6100

hello@smilingtreetoys.com
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plus.google.com/+smilingtreetoys

www.instagram.com/smilingtreetoys

keep in touch

where to play

contact us



Got the rattle and once 
again it’s perfect! Thank 
you so much for your 
beautiful work. You guys 
are my “go-to” for baby 
shower presents.
-Alison

I bought this for my son’s first birthday, and it is 
beautiful! I imagine him passing it down to one
of his kids one day :)
-Lori

Just as beautiful as I thought they’d be! Definitely heirloom quality. -Laurel

The more I read about your 
shop…the more I’m impressed 
with your philosophy (green, 
giving back, being local…). I will 
recommend your products to 
others looking for beautiful and 
unique gifts.
-Nichole

A beautiful heirloom toy that will 
stand up to my 1 year old! Very 
fast turnaround as well, which was 
greatly appreciated. Thanks so much!
-Ashley

Another wonderful toy from 
Smiling Tree Toys! Can’t 
wait to give this to our god
daughter next week. Won-
derful quality, great carry-
ing case and fast shipping. 
Thank you again!
-Alli

Wonderful qual-
ity craftsman-
ship! Super soft 
silky feel with 
wonderful size 
and weight. I
love the natural 
smell these have, 
such an earthy 
fresh cut wood 
aroma. Totally
delightful! I can’t 
wait for Christ-
mas to give these 
to my daughter.
-Alyssa

My daughter loves her rattle and teether. My son has been play-
ing with the cars non-stop. We will definitely be back.
-Carol

The blocks were very well received. My 
friends can’t stop gushing over them. 
Thank you for providing such wonder-
ful products.
-Aurelia

Beautiful craftsmanship. 
The item was exactly as I 
expected! 
-Dana
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high praise



Let’s get together!  We’re a press-friendly outfit and we love to work with others who share 
our love and respect for handcrafted, all natural, earth friendly, independent, and ameri-
can made.

You’re welcome to use any copy or photos from this press kit and our website to share via 
your publications.  We’re also happy to provide high-res images of our products, family, 
and behind-the-scenes life at Smiling Tree Toys as well as answer your interview ques-
tions. If you work for a printed publication and would like us to ship you product(s) for 
your in-house photography team, please let Casi know.  

If you’re interested in hosting a Smiling Tree Toys product review and/or giveaway on 
your blog, we’re happy to hear from you.

Don’t forget to email social@smilingtreetoys.com with the link once your post is live so 
we can be sure to promote it via our social media outlets.

We ask that your blog post includes/references the following:

• link to www.SmilingTreeToys.com   //  view and purchase our products
• three+ photos  //  we’re happy to provide high-res and behind-the-scenes images
• social media  //  find us on Facebook, Pinterest, & Instagram 
• giving back  //  we donate to Peace Corps youth projects for every item sold
• unique to Smiling Tree  //  our organic camelina oil/beeswax blend is all natural 

and homegrown on our family’s land

To inquire about a review or giveaway, please email casi@cupcakemag.com and be sure 
to include:

• current readership numbers
• website stats/social media reach
• official review or giveaway policies
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spread the love
features + reviews

blog reviews + giveaways

Please direct all PR inquiries to Casi at casi@cupcakemag.com


