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Your Guide To Buying A Necklace

Necklaces make an excellent gift for the special woman in your life. 
Almost every woman enjoys a beautiful piece of jewellery.

For the gift giver though, it can be challenging to make a choice. 
There are so many types of necklace, so many types of chains 
and getting the length right can make the difference between a 
necklace worn almost every day and one which languishes in her 
jewellery drawer.

This guide will help you to find out everything you need to make 
the right choice from the myriad of options in every jewellery shop, 
whether on the high street or online.
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The Popular Types Of Necklaces
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Necklaces can be divided into two main types: chains and pen-
dants. Most necklaces are made up of a chain of metal links. The 
links are usually the same size around the necklace. Pendants tend 
to be very slim chains with a decoration of some kind in the centre, 
typically suspended from the chain - hence the word pendant.

Although that might seem to be a simple breakdown, things are 
more complicated than that! Necklace buyers need to consider 
length and style in the process of narrowing down the perfect 
necklace to choose.
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A Pendant Necklace

Pendant necklaces are probably the single most popular form of 
necklace today. There are some basic guidelines to matching the 
pendant to the chain to make a harmonious whole.

1) If you plan to buy a pendant, then choose the chain first and 
then the pendant. Make sure that the pendant weighs no more 
than the chain. If the pendant is heavier than the chain, there is a 
good chance the chain will break, and the pendant will be lost.

2) The pendant is the centrepiece of a pendant necklace, so choose 
a simple chain design that will not overpower or distract from the 
beauty of the decoration.

3) Match the metal of the chain to that of the pendant — white 
metal with white metal, yellow metal with yellow metal.

4) Check that the clamp of the pendant is large enough to allow 
the chain to pass freely through it.
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 Necklace Length

Although necklaces come in many lengths, they tend to fall into 
standard size ranges, each with its own name and, to some degree, 
purpose.

• Collar: 36 cm
A collar sits close to the skin of the neck and rests upon the 
collarbone. A collar tends to be thick and may even be a solid piece 
of metal.
A collar usually looks best on its own, worn with off the shoulder or 
low neckline outfits.

• Choker: 41 cm
Choker style necklaces can e made of many materials including 
velvet and ribbon as well as metals. A choker can sit high on the 
neck, with a smaller length or, worn more loosely, settle slightly 
below the collarbone.
Sometimes a choker can incorporate a pendant or other decorative 
touches. Chokers tend to look best with low neckline garments.

• Princess: 46 cm
Princess style necklaces are not usually chosen for casual wear; 
they tend to suit somewhat formal outfits ranging from business 
attire and upward.
This size of necklace is often thought to be the most flattering and 
universally acceptable length making it a safe choice if you are 
uncertain what length to choose.
A princess style necklace will tend to be encrusted with decorative 
stones, their type dependent upon the cost of the piece. At 
the lower end, there may be rhinestones and at the high-end 
diamonds. There will often be a central feature at the lowest point 
of the necklace.
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• Matinee: 51 cm
Matinee necklaces are a prime choice for women who enjoy 
wearing several necklaces at once in a layered style. When you 
choose a matinee style necklace, try to buy one that will fall 
midway between the wearer’s bust and her collarbone.
As this length of necklace tends to hang reasonably low, it is 
often worn with a high neckline outfit. If the wearer wants to 
make a statement, then a low neckline can be very effective as the 
necklace will call attention to the area.

• Opera: 61 cm
An opera necklace should hang on the bust line.
Because the chain is so long, the neckline can be whatever the 
wearer chooses. This length works well when layered with shorter 
necklaces.

• Rope: 76 cm or longer
These can reach as far as the navel, or even lower. Sometimes ropes 
are worn wrapped twice around the neck, giving the appearance 
of several shorter pieces. They can look lovely when knotted and 
worn over the shoulder to show off a backless dress.
Long necklaces became popular in the 1920s during the flapper 
girl era.

1 - Collar 36cm

2 - Choker 41cm

3 - Princess 46cm

4 - Matinee 51cm

5 - Opera 61cm

6 - Rope/Lariat 76cm
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Chains And A Pearl Exception

Once the length has been decided, the next choice is the type of 
chain, or, possibly, a string of pearls.

In most cases, if a string of pearls is not being purchased, the 
necklace will have some form of metal chain. There are several 
types of chain widely available. However, some jewellery designers 
will create a unique style of chain for a specific piece that becomes 
the core of a unique design.

Most jewellers will offer the following types of metal chain for their 
necklaces:

Mesh Chains are constructed from a mesh formed into a tube. 
Metal is woven through the mesh in an intricate pattern that 
creates a durable and flexible cylinder.

Snake Chains are the most flexible type of necklace chain, formed 
of slanted plates with nearly invisible connections between each 
plate. When the round chain is removed, it has a slithering effect 
like that of a snake.

Box or Venetian Chains consist of square links. When a box chain is 
moved, it is not possible to see through the links. Venetian chains 
are a slightly looser version of the box. The looseness enables one 
to see through a Venetian chain when it is moved.

Byzantine Chains are like Box chains, but rather than being square; 
the pieces are circular. Each circular piece links to another four links 
giving a complex rope-like appearance.

Cable Chains have oval-shaped links fastened end to and in 
a familiar chain link style. The edges of the links can be either 
rounded or squarish.



7

Rolo Chains are related to Cable chains, but the links are circular 
instead of oval.  Both Rolo and Cable chains can have variations 
that use various twists, sizing and flattening. These modifications 
give variations along the chain or make the simple effect look more 
unusual. A common variation of the Cable chain is the Curb chain 
where the oval points are flattened, enabling the chain to lie flat on 
a level surface.

Rope Chains are named because their structure is like that of rope 
with twisted strands; there are hard to see joints that allow the 
strands to bend, giving the rope its flexibility.

Wheat Chains are constructed from links shaped in a flat figure 
of eight shape similar to the infinity symbol. Because of the way 
the links fit together, the chain has four sides and gives a visually 
appealing effect.

Bead Chains are formed from small hollow metal spheres 
connected with short links with enlarged ends. The enlarged ends 
are held within the spheres. These chains are strong in relation to 
the size of the wire joining the beads because the wires are 
very short.

Mesh Chain

Snake Chain

Box or Venetian Chain

Byzantine Chain

Cable Chain

Rolo Chain

Rope Chain

Wheat Chain

Bead Chain
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Necklace Clasps

There is a wide range of clasps used in necklaces rather than 
considering each type of clasp it is better to think about how the 
jewellery will be used. Take care that the clasp used will be a good 
choice for the necklace and the way it will be worn.

1) Make sure that the clasp can be closed with by the wearer if she 
will usually be dressing without assistance. This is less of an issue 
with long necklaces but can be an issue with short necklace types.

2) If a necklace is to be worn with fabrics that can easily snag such 
as light silks or wool, then a good choice for clasp will be one that 
does not use hooks or other elements that stand out from 
the clasp.

3) If the necklace is destined for everyday wear, then look out for 
very reliable clasps. For example, magnets can be very easy to open 
and close; if the necklace is pulled or caught on anything, it can 
easily open, and the necklace be lost.
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Buy A Quality Necklace

Necklaces made of good quality metals and gems will always be 
noticed and flatter the wearer. Gold and platinum make a necklace 
into a piece that is used for many years rather than once or twice 
and then discarded.

Diamonds and other precious stones used in the necklace or 
pendant will ensure that the jewellery always catches the light 
and gives a pleasurable wearing experience. Of course, to keep 
a beautiful necklace in the same condition that it was when first 
worn, a little cleaning now and then is a worthwhile activity.

All Diamond Necklaces – A Great Choice 
For A Jewellery Gift

Either as a romantic gift or a treat for yourself, you can find the 
right necklace style, length and price from our range of necklaces. 
We look forward to helping you to make the perfect choice to 
delight yourself or someone very special.



The Wrap

Personalised 
Gift Cards

Luxurious 
Packaging

All Diamond Team alldiamond.co.uk

30 Day Free 
Return

Free Wolrldwide 
Delivery

Lifetime 
Guarantee
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