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Buying an engagement ring is, for many people, one of the most 
stressful purchases they will ever make. Not only is an engagement 
ring a significant investment, one of the biggest purchases that 
most of us make outside of buying a car or house. There is so much 
to know about the diamond that you choose. You need to choose 
the diamond type of metal that you use for the setting, the design 
of the ring. Then you need to find the right size, the best quality 
and value for your budget.

On top of all that, there are the two biggest questions: will she say 
‘yes’ and will she be delighted by your choice?

At All Diamond, we are used to helping people to choose and buy 
the best engagement ring for your needs. We thought it was about 
time we put down our advice into a buying guide so that you can 
make one of the most important purchases of your life in an in-
formed way. We wanted to provide you with actionable informa-
tion, so you will amaze your fiancée with an engagement ring that 
she will treasure for the rest of her life.

Let’s start on our expert’s tips to help you to buy with the confi-
dence that will show through when you ask the big question.
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Set Your Budget

There is no getting around it; buying a beautiful diamond 
engagement ring is never going to be inexpensive. The best advice 
about setting your budget is only to spend as much as you feel 
confident to spend.

The old ‘guidance’ which was actually a marketing campaign from 
the De Beers diamond company almost a century ago was to 
spend two- or three months’ salary on a ring. That is great if you 
are sure that you can afford it, but in general, forget that kind of 
buying advice.
Getting married and starting a life together is a costly process. The 
engagement ring is only the start of your major expenses, so begin 
by focusing on your partner and the enjoyable challenges that you 
will share when you marry.

If you decide to pay for the ring using your credit card, do not 
spend more than you can comfortably repay in a couple of months. 
There will be plenty of other expenses to come!
If you are looking for some context for the amount of money to 
spend, according to The Independent, in 2018, the average paid by 
men in the UK was just less than £1500. When women were asked 
how much they thought an engagement ring should cost, they said 
that a figure just under £1900 was appropriate.
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What Is Her Style?

When you have an idea of how much you want to spend on the 
engagement ring, the next step is to think about what your partner 
will like. This is a ring that will be worn almost every day for the 
rest of your lives together. If she does not like the ring, does not 
feel proud to wear it, then every day will be a reminder of her 
disappointment. You need to get this right!
OK, that just increased the stress levels a little, but our sales team 
have some suggestions to make to help you out.

Why not ask her to join with you in making the choice? In the UK, 
over half of women reported that they would prefer to have a hand 
in choosing the engagement ring. Of course, that leaves around 
half who prefer a surprise and asking what she would prefer might 
give the game away before you are ready!

If the task of choosing the ring falls to you here are some 
suggestions to help make the choices a little easier.

1) Talk to her family and friends. Many women talk to people close 
to them about how they imagine their wedding might be, what 
kind of ring they would like. Even if she has not talked about this 
directly, they may well have useful insights into her tastes that you 
know nothing about. You might also ask her best friend to look at 
some rings with you.

2) Understand what she likes. Look at her jewellery. Does she 
prefer yellow or white metal? Is her taste modern or toward vintage 
pieces? Is her taste individual and eclectic, or does she tend to 
follow fashion?

3) What style of clothing does she like? If she likes plain clothing 
rather than intricate and heavily patterned outfits, then you might 
choose a ring design that fits with the clothes she prefers.
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Decide The Shape Of The Diamond

The shape of the central diamond in the ring will be the most 
noticed aspect after its size. Most engagement rings have a round, 
circular cut, diamond. This shape is popular because it is the most 
brilliant appearing diamond shape with the greatest sparkle and 
fire. Many shapes could be chosen. There is no ‘best’ diamond 
shape; this is a matter of personal taste and preference. When you 
look at diamonds of different shape, you will notice that some look 
larger than others, even when they have the same carat weight. 
If you want to get the biggest looking diamond you can then 
bear this in mind: emerald and marquise cut diamonds look more 
substantial than other shapes.

The shape of the diamond will affect the type of setting and design 
of the ring. Different shapes of diamond need different positions 
and number of prongs to hold the precious stone secure on the 
ring. The design of the ring depends upon the shape because the 
shape of the largest, central diamond dictates the proportions 
of the ring and the positions of any smaller diamonds used to 
decorate the engagement ring.
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Basics About Diamonds That Will Make You An 
Informed Buyer

Buying a diamond engagement ring is expensive, but a little 
knowledge will help you to get the best deals. Not all diamonds are 
equal; there are good reasons why some diamond rings catch both 
the light and attention of all who see them while some rings go 
unnoticed and look dull.

Here are some basic suggestions for choosing a good diamond 
based upon the 4Cs (Cut, Colour, Clarity and Carat weight).

CUT: Choose a diamond that is rated as Excellent or Ideal because 
this quality of cut will give the best fire and brilliance. Many experts 
consider the diamond’s cut to be the most important single aspect 
of the gem.

COLOUR: The best diamonds look white or colourless to the naked 
eye. Most people cannot tell the difference between a diamond 
selected from the G to I grades and those from the much less 
expensive D to F range.

CLARITY: The sweet spot for most diamonds in terms of clarity is 
VS! or VS2. At this grade, inclusions and blemishes will not be visible 
to the naked eye, unless the stone is very large in which case a 
higher grade of clarity is worth consideration.

CARAT: For most people, the beauty of the diamond is more 
important than its size. A good quality smaller stone will be received 
and worn more proudly than a poor quality larger one. This means 
that you should make your choices based upon the first three Cs 
and then buy the largest diamond that fits within your budget AND 
meets your criteria for cut, clarity and colour.
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Choose The Diamond With The Most Sparkle

Brilliance and fire are words used by jewellers to describe what 
most of us call ‘sparkle’. The sparkle is what we always notice first. 
The sparkle defines our opinion of the quality and value of the 
diamond and ring.

More than any other of the 4Cs, it is the cut that determines the 
sparkle of a diamond making it the most important of the 4Cs.

The sparkle of a diamond is due to the way light is captured and 
reflected within the diamond, making the shape of the diamond 
and the quality of the cutting paramount. If the diamond you are 
looking at looks duller than another to which it is being compared, 
the cut of the duller diamond is likely poor. Often a dull diamond 
will have been cut too shallow. A shallow cut diamond lets light 
escape from the sides of the stone rather than from the top. On the 
other hand, a diamond that is cut too deeply will also sparkle less. 
A skilled diamond cutter can cut a stone to maximise the brilliance 
and fire, and that is what you should be looking out for!

It is worth remembering that the shape of a diamond affects its 
apparent size. This is why some diamonds are cut too shallow. A 
shallow stone will always look larger than a stone of the same carat 
weight that has been correctly cut.

A diamond that is too deeply cut will look smaller than a well-cut 
diamond meaning that it is the worst of both worlds, small and dull 
in appearance.
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How To Choose The Setting Of Your Diamond Ring

The setting for an engagement ring is best chosen to match the 
taste, lifestyle and personality of the wearer.

If the wearer has an active job, then it might be best to choose a 
setting that does not expose the diamond to impacts. Because the 
stone is not so exposed as with other styles, look out for bezel or 
flush settings.

Where the possibility of damage to the ring is less of an issue, 
you can choose any of the setting styles we offer. You could look 
at the classic solitaire diamond ring that emphasises a single 
diamond. You might look at more elaborate styles featuring multiple 
diamonds in a pave pattern giving a larger display on the finger.
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Choose The Right Metal For The Ring

Engagement rings are very often made with a white metal 
although yellow gold is becoming popular once again. The choice 
comes down to personal preference and budget.

At All Diamond, we offer gold and, for white metal rings, platinum. 
There are other options for white metal that are provided by many 
jewellers; these are white gold and silver. White gold and silver are 
sold because they are cheaper to buy, but they are a less good 
choice than platinum because they are far less durable. Silver is 
very soft and can be bent easily.

White gold is also softer than platinum but can be made to be quite 
strong by adding a mixture of other metals to the gold. White gold 
is coated in a thin layer of a metal called rhodium. It is this thin coat 
which gives the white colour. Unfortunately, the rhodium wears off 
within a matter of months to a year, making it necessary to have 
the ring replated to keep it looking as good as it did when it was 
purchased.

Rings made with platinum and gold do not require routine 
maintenance to keep them looking good. An engagement ring will 
be worn for many years and often every day; we believe it is better 
to use the best materials in our diamond engagement rings.

As for the choice in colour, be guided by your partner’s taste. 
If she prefers white metal jewellery or is more traditional in her 
preferences, then a platinum ring is the best choice.
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 Which Quality Of Gold Should You Choose?

This has just 57.3% of gold and can save the buyer money in 
comparison to the purer 18K metal. 14K gold can look the same as 
18K gold and is slightly harder wearing which can be an advantage 
in some situations.

When you ask the big question, and your partner says ‘yes’, that’s 
one of the most significant moments in anyone’s life. It is a moment 
of excitement and anticipation. The last thing you need is to try to 
put a ring that is too small upon her finger!

Pure gold is 24 Karat. 24K gold is too soft to be used in most 
jewellery and so 18K gold which has been mixed with other metals 
to make it durable enough to be worn every day. 19K gold has 75% 
pure gold in the alloy. Sometimes you will see 14K gold offered. 
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Get The Right Size Of Ring

 Find Her Ring Size Beforehand

To avoid problems, try to find out her ring size in advance – don’t 
just guess! It is always possible to resize a ring, but a ring that is too 
small will spoil the moment and is harder to resize. If you are unsure 
of the right size, too large is better than too small!

If your partner has other rings, then try to measure their size. 
Measure the distance between the inner surfaces of the ring and 
tell the jeweller, or if buying online, use the site’s ring size guide to 
convert the measurement into a standard ring size.

We offer a ring sizer which you can obtain HERE, which is very 
useful in cases where you can use it without giving away your 
plans.

When you ask the big question, and your partner says ‘yes’, that’s 
one of the most significant moments in anyone’s life. It is a moment 
of excitement and anticipation. The last thing you need is to try to 
put a ring that is too small upon her finger!
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Where To Buy Your Engagement Ring?

You’re spoiled for choice! There are jewellers on every high 
street and every shopping mall and many online jewellery stores. 
Traditionally it was the case that we bought engagement rings 
from the local jeweller; these days things are a little bit different.

Bricks and mortar jewellers offer some convenience. You can see 
the rings in their windows or display cases. A high street jeweller 
can rarely provide the range of diamonds and settings that an 
online jeweller such as All Diamond can offer. A traditional jeweller 
certainly cannot match our prices and, sadly, all too often, not 
our expertise!

At All Diamond, you are dealing with jewellers with years of 
experience and a depth of expertise that most store, whether online 
or bricks and mortar, cannot match. Whatever online store you look 
at, make sure that you can see good quality photographs of the 
engagement rings they offer.

Look out for stores which, like All Diamond, offer the ability to 
communicate directly with experts who can help you make the 
right choice for you and your partner.
Wherever you buy, check out the guarantees and return policies. 
Check with Trustpilot to make sure that the company has a good 
reputation and will give you the expert and conscientious service 
that you need.

Overall, you can expect to get the best value in engagement rings 
when you buy online.
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The Wrap

Personalised 
Gift Cards

Luxurious 
Packaging

All Diamond Team alldiamond.co.uk

30 Day Free 
Return

Free Wolrldwide 
Delivery

Lifetime 
Guarantee
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