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Your Guide To Buying Earrings

A well-chosen pair of earrings can finish off any outfit. The differ-
ence between being well-dressed and perfectly dressed comes in 
the details. The right earrings are the finishing touch, but there are 
so many choices. Which is the right set of earrings for you, for the 
outfit and event?

Most women have a collection of earrings; some become favour-
ites, others languish, unworn because they are just never the right 
pair to wear.

This buying guide is written to help make sure that your next pair 
of earrings become firm favourites, setting off your beauty, creating 
the perfect complement to your outfits, whatever the occasion.
So, let’s get on with a quick guide that makes sure you are always 
at the top of your earring game.
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Earring Styles

Earrings make a great gift. There’s never a problem with the way 
they fit, and for most guys buying a gift, we don’t think much 
further than does she have pierced ears or use clip-on earrings. 
There’s a lot more to the choice of a great set of earrings than that 
question though. There are many types of earrings all described 
here. The most popular styles are the first four listed below.
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Stud earrings suit every face and every occasion. The style is 
simple, a post with a decoration visible on the earlobe. The size 
can vary from a tiny diamond chip right up to an enormous, 
ostentatious diamond or another gemstone. These make a perfect 
gift for almost any occasion.

You can choose a plain metal design, possibly a polished faceted 
design to catch the light at a low cost. If your budget allows it, 
experiment with gemstones in varying colours. No need to be 
limited to classic white diamonds, you could look at coloured 
diamonds or other precious stones such as sapphires, rubies or 
emeralds. A classy coloured gemstone can be a real 
attention grabber!

1. Stud Earrings
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Hoop earrings can range from small and delicate to large pieces 
that make a bold statement. Hoop earrings can be found made of 
different metals and with or without gemstones. Hoops with white 
diamonds are increasingly popular.

Hoop earrings are comfortable to wear and have a clasp that is 
unlikely to open accidentally. Unlike some other earring types, it is 
not likely that a hoop earring will be lost.

2. Hoop Earrings
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This earring style is popular because of its subtle movement. The 
has two parts; one part is fixed and hanging from it is a pendant 
dangling piece. Set with a brilliant gemstone, these have a classy 
and stylish appearance that works very well for dressy occasions 
as well as more casual ones where a little bit of show is wanted.

3. Drop and Dangle Earrings
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Chandelier earrings are all about the show! For those big evening 
events with a fancy evening dress and accompanying partner in 
black tie, formal evening wear.

Not everybody wants to wear heavy jewellery in their ears. Still, for 
those that do, a chandelier set with diamonds, rubies, sapphires or 
emeralds will be a treasured jewellery item bought out for those 
special occasions.

4. Chandelier Earrings
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Cuff and wrap earring styles require no ear piercings. An ear cuff 
clips onto the cartilage that runs around the edge of the ear. A 
wrap uses a piece of wire running behind the ear, holding the 
visible metal of the jewellery in place. Both variants suit wearers 
who do not wish to have their ears pierced. Cuffs and wraps suite 
designs that feature and emphasise the metal and its design rather 
than precious or semi-precious stones although, of course, stones 
can also be used.

5. Cuff and Wrap Earrings

Earring jackets are a two-part piece of jewellery. There’s a stud or 
ball earring, and then a removable pendant piece called the jacket. 
This style can be purchased as complete sets (earring and jacket) 
or separately. In the latter case, you can choose the jacket to suit 
your mood and to update existing earrings. Jackets can range in 
price from a few pounds to several thousand depending upon the 
size, metals and precious stones used in the design.

6. Earring Jackets

Clip-ons are for women who choose not to have their ears pierced. 
Well designed clip-ons are securely fixed to the ear and are not 
uncomfortable to wear. It is possible to buy clip-ons in a vast range 
of styles, including designs similar to those used on pierced ears.

7. Clip-On Earrings

Ball earrings are the simplest form of an earring. They consist of 
a bar with a simple end and a clasp to hold the piece in place 
through the ear. This type of earring is often the first to be chosen 
for newly pierced ears and often worn by young girls but can be a 
good choice for women of all ages.

The simplicity of ball earrings makes them appropriate for business 
or evening dress. To wear this style with a little more glitz, choose 
a design where the ball has a precious or semi-precious stone 
mounted in it. A stone that matches the colour of the wearer’s eyes 
can be a dazzling accompaniment to an outfit.

8. Ball Earrings
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Match Earring Style To The Wearer’s Face

Choosing the right earrings is not just about the style of the earring 
itself. For an ideal choice, consider the shape of the wearer’s face. 
The fashion world divides women’s faces into several types based 
upon the overall shape of the face. Choosing an earring style that 
complements and flatters the face creates a synergy of beauty.

Heart-shapedSquare

Oval

RectangularRound
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Many women with round faces prefer to choose jewellery that 
makes the cheeks look slimmer. Check out large oval shapes, or 
designs with a triangle with a downward-facing point. In terms of 
size, do not choose massive earrings, medium-sized styles 
work best.

Round Face

Women with a long, rectangular face are best suited to larger 
styles that tend to add width to the proportions of the face. Ovals, 
hearts and crescent shapes will all play well here. Think breadth, 
not length when making your choices.

Narrow (Rectangular) Face

Women with oval faces are lucky. This shape enables one to wear 
any style of earring comfortably. The only limitation is on length: 
long dangling styles can overemphasise the proportions of the 
face, so watch out for this when making your choices.

Oval Face

If your face has the typical high cheekbones and long chin, then 
look out for designs that add volume lower in the face. Drop and 
pendant styles flatter this face shape. Another shape that works 
well is the pyramid shape with an upward-facing point.

Heart-shaped Face

For square faces try to avoid small and square shapes. Try out 
longer styles which will emphasise the length of the face. Rounded 
styles will tend to make sharp features look somewhat smoother 
and less prominent.

Square Face



It Is Always YOUR Choice!

While experts can make pronouncements and suggestions, in the 
final analysis, the best earrings for you are the ones that you like 
the best, the ones that feel ‘right’ when you wear them.

A guide such as this one can, at best, help you to quickly narrow 
down from a vast range of possibilities to a more manageable 
number from which to make your own choices.

Earrings make such an elegant finishing touch to almost any outfit 
that having a range of favourites in your jewellery box is a wise 
choice. Always having the right pieces enhancing your beauty and 
displaying your good taste can only be a good thing for you and 
your self-confidence!
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