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Ages Ages: 5-8/ Grades; K-2/Reading Level: 
AD480L

Genre Historical fiction

Text Structure First person narrative

Themes & Ideas Fall and winter holidays; Hanukkah; 
traditions

Language & 
Literary Features

Language is rich with specific Hanukkah 
related words. 

Presented in chapters.

Sentence 
Complexity

Simple and complex

Vocabulary calendar; temple; religion; oil lamp; miracle; 
dedication; helper candle; gelt; celebrate

Special 
Vocabulary

dreidel; Hanukkah; Jewish; menorah; 
latkes; Hebrew; Festival of Lights

Illustrations Wonderful illustrations representing 
diversity in cartoon like characters

Story Summary
Caleb is excited. Tonight is the first night of 
Hanukkah, a Jewish holiday. Caleb’s relatives will 
come over soon—and when the sun sets, they’ll 
use the helper candle to light the first candle on the 
menorah. Each night of Hanukkah, Caleb and his 
family will light another candle. They’ll also eat latkes, 
open presents, and play the dreidel game.

How is the dreidel game played? Players spin the 
wooden spinning top, and depending which letter it 
lands on, they might win coins or chocolate. Tonight, 
Caleb hopes he’ll be the winner. But Hanukkah isn’t 
about winning—it’s about sharing and celebrating 
together. Come join Caleb and his family at the table!

Caleb’s Hanukkah is an overview of the Hanukkah 
story and the traditions that sprang out of it, 
celebrating the basics of the eight-day Jewish 
celebration. 

Focus
Hanukkah History and Traditions

Activity Ideas
Research the history of Hanukkah
Divide the class into groups and research the following:

 ● How did Hanukkah begin?
 ● Traditions of Hanukkah
 ● Jewish religion
 ● Jewish traditions

 
Have children present research to class.

Acting 
Retell the story by role playing the conversation 
between Caleb and his dad.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

Caleb’s Hanukkah
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Book Chat
NAME

What is Caleb’s Hanukkah about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What questions would you like to ask Caleb’s dad?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What holiday traditions do you practice? What is the history of those 
traditions?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What did you like best about Caleb’s family traditions?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What are three facts you learned from Caleb’s Hanukkah?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Caleb’s Hanukkah helps children connect to the world history of the 
Jewish faith in story form.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

Caleb’s Hanukkah
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:41

1:11

2:32

5:43

6:22

3:57

5:16

Have you ever seen a dreidel? If yes, where and do you know what it is? If not, what 
does it remind you of?

What do you know about Hanukkah?

Why do you think it was important to the Jewish people to study their religion?

What does this tell us about Caleb?

How does the oil remind the Jewish people of the miracle?

What was the great miracle? Where did it happen?

Why do you think they might want everyone to see their menorah?

After viewing the Book:
1. What holiday tradition that you practice is most 

like Hanukkah?

2. Why do you think family traditions are important?              

Caleb’s Hanukkah
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Draw a picture of your favorite holiday tradition.  
Write a story about it.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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Make a Dreidel

Materials
 ● Scissors
 ● Cardboard
 ● Drawing Utensils
 ● Glue

Instructions
1. Color the dreidel template.

2. Glue this page to light 
cardboard.

3. Cut the template and 
cardboard out.

4. Cut an x on the blank side.

5. Fold along the blue dotted 
lines. 

6. Apply glue to the tabs and 
adhere the tabs to the 
adjacent panel.

7. Put a straw or wood dowel 
through the top X cutout.

8. Play!
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NAMEHanukkah KWL Chart

What I Know What I Want to Know What I Learned

Make a KWL chart about Hanukkah. 

1. Write down what you already know about 
Hanukkah.

2. What do you want to learn about Hanukkah.

3. Research to find the answers to your questions 
and write down what you learned.

Topic

Hanukkah


