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Lesson Plan

Book Information
Run Time 3:13

Author  Joanna Gray

Illustrator Dubravka Kolanovic

Narrator Theresa Gallagher

Publisher Sky Pony Press

Ages 3-6/PreK-2

Genre fiction

Themes & Ideas precipitation, water flow, and evaporation

Language & 
Literary Features

Facts about the Earth’s water cycle are 
reveled through the adventurous journey 
of Little Raindrop. Illustrations provide 
context clues.

Sentence 
Complexity

compound, complex sentences

Vocabulary gust, sideways, indigo, shallow, splosh, 
overflowing, drifted, shimmering, dart, 
swirling, fluttering, eventually

Special 
Vocabulary

precipitation, water flow, evaporation, 
raindrop, cloud, rainbow, streams, river, 
rapids, waterfalls, sea, sun, current

Illustrations illustrated with pastels for a soft, full color

Story Summary
From cloud to puddle, and puddle to stream, the 
Little Raindrop is making its way on the remarkable 
journey that is Earth’s water cycle. Children learn 
about science and nature through a character-
driven narrative that leads a little raindrop on a big 
adventure. With an easy-to-follow plot that teaches 
precipitation, water flow, and evaporation, The Little 
Raindrop offers a sweet story full of learning and 
discovery.

Lesson Focus
Earth’s Water Cycle

Activity Ideas
Water Cycle Diagram
Have children research the water cycle and provide a 
template to label raindrop (precipitation), evaporation, 
cloud, rainbow, stream, river, rapids, waterfall, sea, 
and sun.

Craft 
Color a picture of the water cycle, label it using the 
vocabulary words, and glue it to a paper plate.

Venn Diagram
Create a Venn Diagram comparing streams, rivers, 
seas, oceans, and any other water cycle topic.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

The Little Raindrop
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Book Chat
NAME

What is The Little Raindrop about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

How often does it rain where you live?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is rain important?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What would happen if it didn’t rain at all?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you do on a rainy day?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

From cloud to puddle, and puddle to stream, the Little Raindrop is 
making its way on the remarkable journey that is Earth’s water cycle. 
Children learn about science and nature through a character-driven 
narrative that leads a little raindrop on a big adventure that teaches 
precipitation, water flow, and evaporation.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

The Little Raindrop
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:24

0:48

2:14

2:54

3:09

Describe what the weather is like just before it rains.

Describe a rainbow.

How are streams and rivers alike? How are they different?

What happened to Little Raindrop?

What will Little Raindrop do next?

After viewing the Book:

1. How is a rainbow formed? What are the colors of 
a rainbow?

2. What did you learn from The Little Raindrop?               

The Little Raindrop
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Coloring Sheet NAME

Imagine you are a raindrop, what type of journey would you have? 
Draw a picture to represent your journey and write about it below.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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NAMEEarth’s Water Cycle KWL Chart

What I Know What I Want to Know What I Learned

Make a KWL chart about the Earth’s water cycle.

1. Write down what you already know about the Earth’s water 
cycle.

2. What do you want to learn about Earth’s water cycle.

3. Research to find the answers to your questions and write 
down what you learned.

Topic

Earth’s Water Cycle
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Raincloud in a Jar
Materials needed
• Large Canning/Mason Jar
• Water
• Shaving Cream
• Blue Food Coloring

Directions
1. Fill the mason/canning jar three 

quarters full of water.

2. Fill the last quarter of your jar with 
shaving cream to represent a cloud.

3. Let the foam settle for a few minutes.

4. Add in a few dropperfuls of blue  
food coloring to your “cloud” to 
represent rain.

BLUE

If you’re interested in the water 
cycle check out the Vooks title 
“Where Does Kitty Go in the Rain?” 
while you wait!
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STEP 3
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