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Genre Nonfiction

Text Structure Third person narrative

Themes & Ideas Making a difference, deforestation, social 
studies, biography

Sentence 
Complexity

Simple, compound, and complex sentences

Vocabulary island, floodwaters, precious, eroding, 
sandbars, witnessed, withered, elders, 
bamboo, saplings, barren, shaft, lugged, 
thicket, dung, gibbons, migratory birds, 
teemed, diversity, pruning

Special 
Vocabulary

deforestation. proverb

Illustrations Water color like illustrations produce 
almost lifelike pictures

Story Summary
Jadav lives on an island in the middle of a river. When 
floodwaters begin destroying the island’s trees, 
Jadav starts planting bamboo. The shoots grow into 
a thicket—but Jadav fears it’s not enough. He collects 
supplies and seeds from neighboring villages. He 
tends the plants each day. And slowly, acre by acre, 
animal by animal, the thicket grows into something 
remarkable. 
 
Follow the true-life story of Jadav, the boy who grew 
a forest. His 1,300-acre sanctuary—that’s over 900 
football fields of forest—stands as an important 
reminder of a powerful truth: A single person can 
make an incredible difference.

Lesson Focus
Deforestation 

Activity Ideas
Research
Research Jadav “Molai” Payeng; Majula Island; Molai 
Forest.

Fact Sheet
Create a fact sheet of things you learned from the 
story. Present. 

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

The Boy Who Grew a Forest
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Book Chat
NAME

What is The Boy Who Grew a Forest about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some things Jadav did to protect the forest?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What type of creatures came to live in the new forest?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Which of those creatures are your favorites?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What can you do to protect the forests?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The trees are disappearing from Jadav’s island. What does he 
decide to do about it? Plant a forest, of course.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

The Boy Who Grew a Forest
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:30

0:45

1:34

3:35

1:54

3:57

4:12

7:18

8:04

2:57

What does this title page tell you about the story?

What does this proverb mean to you?

How do you think this made the young boy feel? Why does he feel that way?

Why does the boy work so hard?

What is the young boy’s fear?

Wouldn’t be enough for what?

How can the boy create a richer soil?

What are some reasons the forest might not last?

What does this quotation mean to you?

Why was the boy planting bamboo trees?

After viewing the Book:

1. What kind of person is Jadav “Molai” Payeng? 
Support your answer.                                             

2. What do you think will happen to the forest after 
Jadav “Molai” Payeng is no longer there to take 
care of it?

3. What do you believe in so much that you might 
dedicate your life to it?

The Boy Who Grew a Forest
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Write a story about a difference you would like to make in the 
world. Draw a picture to go along with your story.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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NAMEConnecting Activity

The man was there  
to protect the animals.

People would wither from  
the boy’s home without trees,  

just as the animals had.

He planted more  
grasses to attract  

small animals.
A richer soil was needed to 

grow more plants.

He planted  
bamboo saplings.

The villagers were  
afraid of the tigers.

He carried dung,  
earthworms, termites, and 

angry red ants to the forest.
Elephants ate the  

farmers’ crops.

He planted  
more fruit trees.

Some people  
wanted to harvest the  
forest to build homes.

The man planted  
more trees.

People tried to hunt  
the animals for their  

horns and fur.

Each time Jadav “Molai” Payeng faced a problem, he acted to 
overcome it. Match the problem with the his solution. Draw a 
line to connect the two.
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Egg C
arton G

ardening
M

aterials 
N

eeded

D
irections

• 
C

ardboard egg 
carton

• 
Scissors

• 
2 cups potting soil

• 
2 cups used coffee 
grounds

• 
Large Bow

l
• 

Seeds

• 
A w

aterproof plate 
or tray to set the 
egg cups on

1. 
M

ix the coffee grounds 
and potting soil in your 
large bow

l and set aside. 

2. 
C

ut the cups of the egg 
carton apart.

3. 
Fill each egg carton cup 
up halfw

ay w
ith the coffee 

grounds/potting soil m
ixture.

4. 
Add a few

 seeds to every egg 
carton cup. For larger plants 
like squash, plant 1 seed in 
each cup. For sm

all plants like 
cilantro, plant 4 to 5 seeds in 
each cup.

5. 
C

over the seeds w
ith a 

thin layer of the coffee 
grounds/potting soil 
m

ixture.

6. 
Place the seed cups on 
a w

aterproof plate or 
container.

7. 
W

ater the plants. You can 
either w

ater each plant 
separately or keep about 1/2 
inch of w

ater on the plate at 
all tim

es.

8. 
Place your seed cups in 
the sun and w

atch your 
plants grow

!

COFFEE


