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Activities & Resources

Run Time 5:28

Author  Jennifer Preston Chushcoff

Illustrator Yevgeniya Yeretskaya

Narrator Stephanie McMorris

Publisher Jumping Jack Press

Ages 3–6

Genre Nonfiction

Themes & Ideas Snowflakes facts; celebrations

Sentence 
Complexity

Compound and complex sentences

Vocabulary masterpiece, unique, frustrated, inability, 
infinite, intricate, randomly

Special 
Vocabulary

crystals, microscope, condensing

Illustrations Beautiful snowflake images

Story Summary
Snowflakes is an enchanting explanation of the 
uniqueness of snowflakes supplemented by 
information about Wilson A. Bentley, the first person 
to photograph snowflakes. The animation of the story 
reveals the intricate beauty of snowflakes.

Lesson Focus
Snowflakes

Activity Ideas
Snowflake Craft
Research different ways to make snowflakes using a 
piece of paper.

KWL Chart 
Create a KWL chart about snowflakes. 

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

Snowflakes
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Book Chat
NAME

What is Snowflakes about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever examined a snowflake? What did you notice?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What did you learn about snowflakes from Snowflakes?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

How is a snowflake formed? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What else would you like to know about snowflakes?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Snowflakes is an enchanting explanation of the uniqueness of 
snowflakes supplemented by information about Wilson A. Bentley,  
the first person to photograph snowflakes. The animation of the 
story reveals the intricate beauty of snowflakes.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

Snowflakes
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:28

2:08

2:22

5:07

3:25

4:25

What did you notice about the snowflake the first time you looked at it?

How are snowflakes formed?

Have you ever tasted a snowflake? If yes, what did it taste like;  
if no, what do you think it would taste like?

Why are no two snowflakes alike?

How did photography help Wilson A. Bentley study snowflakes?

Snowflakes are unique, so are you. What makes you unique?

After viewing the Book:

1. Why do you think Wilson A. Bentley wanted to 
learn about snowflakes?

2. Is there something you would like to study as 
closely as Wilson A. Bentley studied snowflakes? 

Snowflakes
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Draw and write a story about what you would do on a  
perfect snow day.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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NAMESnowflake True or False 

Read the statement below and circle  
the “T” if it is true or the “F” if it is false. 

1 No two snowflakes are alike. T F

2 Wilson A. Bentley was the first person to take a picture of a snowflake. T F

3 Wilson A. Bentley is known as The Snowflake Man. T F

4 Most snowflakes have six sides. T F

5 Some snowflakes have twelve sides. T F

6 The largest snowflake fell in Montana. T F

7 The shape of a snowflake depends on the temperature at which it was 
formed. T F

8 Snowflakes are formed by up to 200 snow crystals. T F

9 All snowflakes are the same. T F

10 Snowflakes can have many different numbers of sides. T F

11 No one has ever been able to take a picture of a snowflake because 
they melt so quickly. T F

12 The largest snowflake fell in Oregon. T F

13 The shape of the snowflake depends on the state in which it falls. T F

14 All snowflakes are formed by 10 snow crystals. T F
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Snowflake Craft

Materials
• Pipe cleaners
• String
• Pencil
• Jar
• Borax
• Blue food coloring
• Boiling water

Directions

Make a crystal snowflake:  
Adult help needed.

1. Twist three 5-inch pieces 
of pipe cleaner together to 
form a snowflake.

2. Then add a 1 1/2-inch 
piece to each point. 

3. Tie the flake with string to 
a pencil. 

4. Find a big enough jar so 
the suspended flake won’t 
touch the sides.

5. Boil water and add 3 
tablespoons borax plus one 
drop blue food coloring per 1 
cup boiling water. 

6. Add the boiled water with 
food coloring and borax 
to your jar and hang the 
snowflake in the jar.  
Let sit overnight; remove.


