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Lesson Plan

Book Information
Run Time 4:48

Author  Nicole Snitselaar

Illustrator Coralie Saudo

Narrator Teresa Gallagher

Publisher Imagine That

Ages 3–8/PreK–2

Genre Fiction

Text Structure third person narrative

Themes & Ideas friendship, courage, fear, adjectives

Language & 
Literary Features

repetition, thought dialogue

Sentence 
Complexity

simple, compound, and complex sentences

Vocabulary cypress, perched, rusty, lift, hoisted, 
trembling, cobbled, terrace, dangerous, 
island

Special 
Vocabulary

friendship, courage, fear, adjectives

Illustrations simple illustrations

Story Summary
Every day, Serafina comes to visit Little Grey Donkey. 
But one day, she doesn’t turn up. Little Grey Donkey 
is so worried about his friend that he decides to go 
and look for her. In this touching tale, Little Grey 
Donkey overcomes his fears in order to make sure 
that his best friend is safe and well. 

Lesson Focus
Friendship

Activity Ideas
Diorama
Create a diorama of one of the scenes from the title.

Adjectives
Match the adjectives with the noun it describes  
from the story.

Friendship
Friends help each other. Provide a divided page. On 
one side write “I help my friend” and have blanks for 
children to write and a space to draw a picture. On 
the other side write “My friend helps me” and have 
blanks for children to write and a space to draw a 
picture.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

Little Grey Donkey
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Book Chat
NAME

What is Little Grey Donkey about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you do if you were worried about a friend?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What kinds of things are you afraid of?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What gives you courage?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Serafina visited Little Grey Donkey everyday?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Every day, Serafina comes to visit Little Grey Donkey. But one day, 
she doesn’t turn up. Little Grey Donkey is so worried about his friend 
that he decides to go and look for her. In this touching tale, Little 
Grey Donkey overcomes his fears in order to make sure that his best 
friend is safe and well. 

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

Little Grey Donkey
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:26

0:41

0:59

2:41

1:19

3:27

4:00

4:07

4:45

1:49

What problems might Little Grey Donkey have because he lives on an island?

Why did Serafina bring crunchy carrots to Little Grey Donkey?

Why was Little Grey Donkey so upset?

What does the fact that Little Grey Donkey has never  
been in a boat tell you about him?

Why do you think Serafina is not coming to see Little Grey Donkey?

What does it mean when Little Grey Donkey “swallowed his fears”?

How do you think the boy knows who Little Grey Donkey is?

Why hadn’t Serafina been to see Little Grey Donkey?

How did Little Grey Donkey manage to make the difficult trip to see Serafina?

What was Little Grey Donkey afraid of?

After viewing the Book:

1. Why do you think Serafina made the difficult 
journey to visit Little Grey Donkey everyday?                

2. What are some things that happen to help  
Little Grey Donkey complete his journey to  
see Serafina? 

Little Grey Donkey
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Draw a picture and write a story about an adventure you 
might have with your best friend.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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NAMEFriends Poster

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

F
R
I
E
N
D

Make a poster using words that describe a friend. An 
example for “F” could be fun.
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NAMEMAZE

Help Little Grey Donkey complete his journey to find Serafina.

START

FINISH


