
Storybooks Brought to Life™ // vooks.com

Lesson Plan

Book Information
Run Time 9:04

Author  Henry Herz

Illustrator Natalie Hoopes

Narrator Louisa Gummer

Publisher Familius

Ages 2–8

Genre Fiction

Themes & Ideas alliteration, literary allusions, adjectives, 
inference

Language & 
Literary Features

alliteration, dialogue, some words spelled 
with the English spelling

Sentence 
Complexity

varied

Vocabulary dreariest, drab, boarding school, invariably, 
consistency, porridge, screeched, 
submerged, solace, fragrant, lush, wisteria, 
flourished, vivid, shabby, benefactor, 
somber, meager, toll, dingy, enormous, 
gryphon, talons, curtsied

Special 
Vocabulary

alliteration, literary allusion, adjective

Illustrations illustrations are reminiscent of  
Alice in Wonderland

Story Summary
In this imaginative prequel to Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland, Alice finds herself at a gray, dreary 
boarding school that is decidedly up the rabbit hole. 
From the relentless clocks to the beastly students, 
Alice’s world is void of color and cheer—until Alice 
finds a secret garden and begins tending its wilting 
inhabitants. When Alice’s love touches an ordinary 
caterpillar, a lory bird, and a white rabbit, magical 
things will happen—and that is just the beginning 
of the story. Filled with literary allusions and clever 
nods to its classic roots, Alice’s Magic Garden is a 
delightful prequel that begs an escape to the whimsy 
of Wonderland.

Lesson Focus
Kindness

Activity Ideas
Drawing/Writing  
Draw a picture of what you think a magical garden 
would look like. Write a description of your magical 
garden.

Paper Pocket Watch 
Make a pocket watch to help children tell time.  
Make with paper fasteners and construction paper.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

Alice’s Magic Garden
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Book Chat
NAME

What is Alice’s Magic Garden about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever felt alone at school or in a group?  
Why did you feel that way?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 What do you do that makes you really happy?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever been bullied? Have you ever bullied anyone?  
How did you feel? What did you do?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you remember your first friend? What does it feel like  
to have friends? What does it mean to be a friend?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Alice (from Alice in Wonderland) finds herself at a gray, dreary 
boarding school that is decidedly up the rabbit hole. Alice’s world is 
void of color and cheer—until Alice finds a secret garden and begins 
tending its wilting inhabitants. When Alice’s love touches an ordinary 
caterpillar, a lory bird, and a white rabbit, magical things will happen—
and that is just the beginning of the story. Alice’s Magic Garden is a 
delightful story that tells what happened before Alice in Wonderland.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

Alice’s Magic Garden
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:25

1:29

1:44

4:34

2:38

5:08

5:50

6:24

7:14

3:14

How are these girls feeling? How do you know?

What does Alice mean when she says she wants “to bring color to her days”?

Explain how Alice can feel alone when the others never leave her alone?

Where will Alice have to go now?

Why did Alice dig the dandelions?

Who do you think gave her the great snack?

How is Alice different from the other girls now?  
What clues did you use to answer the question?

What do you think is going to happen?

Who do you think stands with Alice?

Why is “kindness a curious thing”?

After viewing the Book:
1. Reread Alice in Wonderland. How does Alice’s 

Magical Garden help you understand Alice in 
Wonderland? Why do you think the author wrote 
Alice’s Magical Garden?

2. What makes kindness magical? Share examples 
from the story and from your own life.                                                                   

Alice’s Magic Garden
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Alice had her magic garden that made her happy. What is 
something that makes you happy. Draw and color a picture 
of it and write a story to tell why it makes you happy.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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NAMEAlice’s Maze
Help Alice find her magic garden by making it to the end of 
the maze without getting stuck.

Start

Finish
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Colorful Crystals

• Magnesium Sulfate  
(Epsom Salt) 1/2 cup

• Water 1/2 cup
• Food Coloring

• Mason Jar

1. In a mason jar, stir 1/2 
cup of magnesium 
sulfate with 1/2 cup of 
very hot tap water for 
at least one minute. 

2. Add a couple drops 
of food coloring if you 
want your crystals to 
be colored. 
 

3. Put the mason jar in 
the refrigerator. 
 
 
 

4. Check on it in a  
few hours to see 
a mason jar full of 
crystals! Pour off the 
remaining solution to 
examine them.

Epsom salt is another name for the 
chemical magnesium sulfate. The 
temperature of the water determines 
how much maganesium sulfate it can 
hold; it will dissolve more when it is 
hotter. Cooling the solution rapidly 
encourages fast crystal growth, since 

Directions

there is less room for the dissolved salt 
in the cooler, denser solution. As the 
solution cools, the magnesium sulfate 
atoms run into each other and join 
together in a crystal structure.  
Crystals grown this way will be small, 
thin, and numerous. 

epsom salt 
crystals 
grown in the 
fridge

What happened?
?

Materials


