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Language & 
Literary Features
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Sentence 
Complexity

Simple sentences
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Special 
Vocabulary

larva, species, glowworms

Illustrations Glowing art captures the magic of a  
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Story Summary
An endearing daddy-daughter story is also a 
counting story! A favorite childhood activity—catching 
fireflies—glows from the pages of this story, plus 
counting. Lilting rhymes tell the story of a little girl’s 
capture and release of fireflies, one by one, capped 
off by a collection of fascinating firefly facts.

Focus
Fireflies, Counting 1–10

Activity Ideas
Fact cards 
Create fact cards about fireflies based on  
It’s a Firefly Night. 

Finger Puppets
Make ten firefly finger puppets. Practice counting 1 to 
10 and 10 backwards to one.

Ten Fireflies
Cut out ten fireflies. Count as the children put them in 
a cup. Count backwards as they take them out.

KWL Chart 
Create a KWL chart about fireflies.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document. Blue Apple Books  
sometimes combine an early reading story with an 
upper level lesson. The activities are developed to 
meet the needs of both readers.

It’s a Firefly Night
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Book Chat
NAME

Why do you think the little girl says the fireflies are not hers?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Write down two things you learned about fireflies. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Share some rhyming words that you remember from the story. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Count from 1 to 10. Now count backwards from 10 to 1.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Lilting rhymes tell the story of a little girl’s capture and release  
of fireflies, one by one, capped off by a collection of fascinating 
firefly facts.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

It’s a Firefly Night



Storybooks Brought to Life™ // vooks.com

Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

1:00

2:26

4:15

Describe a night walk that you have taken. Did you see any fireflies?

To whom do the fireflies belong to?

Do you think the little girl will catch fireflies tomorrow night?  
What will the weather be like?

After viewing the Book:

1. After viewing for the first time, hand out the Firefly 
True or False sheet that is provided below. For 
younger children you can complete this together. 

Each resource/activity that accompanies the title, includes an 
interactive activity, Pause & Ponder, to help children understand and 
explore a deeper understanding of what the story means to them. 
After children view the story for the first time, view the story again 
using the Pause & Ponder, pausing at the time stamps provided, 
to discuss the questions with the children. These questions are 
designed to help children make inferences about and explain several 
story events. Then follow-up with the probing questions provided in 
the after viewing section of the Pause & Ponder to support children’s 
ability to answer broader explanation questions. But, above all, enjoy!

It’s a Firefly Night
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Write about a firefly night. Draw a picture of your story.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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NAME

Solve each math problem 
by coloring the correct 
number of blue and red 
fireflies. Then write in 
the number of blue and 
red fireflies you colored 
to complete the addition 
problem.  

Counting 
Fireflies

Color 1 firefly blue and the rest red. How many fireflies did you color 
red? Write the addition problem underneath:

______ + _______ = 10
Color 6 fireflies blue and the rest red. How many fireflies did you color 
red? Write the addition problem underneath:

______ + _______ = 10
Color 3 fireflies blue and the rest red. How many fireflies did you color 
red? Write the addition problem underneath:

______ + _______ = 10
Color 2 fireflies blue and the rest red. How many fireflies did you color 
red? Write the addition problem underneath:

______ + _______ = 10
Color 8 fireflies blue and the rest red. How many fireflies did you color 
red? Write the addition problem underneath:

______ + _______ = 10

BLUE FIREFLIES

BLUE FIREFLIES

BLUE FIREFLIES

BLUE FIREFLIES

BLUE FIREFLIES

RED FIREFLIES

RED FIREFLIES

RED FIREFLIES

RED FIREFLIES

RED FIREFLIES



Storybooks Brought to Life™ // vooks.com

NAMEColoring Sheet
Color in the picture below. Draw fireflies in the jar and 
then write on the label how many you drew.
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NAMEFirefly True or False

After watching It’s a Firefly Night, circle “T” if  
the statement about fireflies is true and “F” if  
the statement is false. 

1 On cold winter days, fireflies rest in tall grass or on the leaves of plants 
and trees. T F

2 Fireflies range in size from 1/5 inch to one inch in length. T F

3 Although commonly called a “firefly” or “lightning bug,” this insect is 
really a beetle. T F

4 Fireflies need dry habitats. They are found around desert areas, without 
any bodies of water. T F

5 The firefly grows in stages, from egg to larva, to adult insect. Some 
larvae give off light. When that happens people call them “glowworms”. T F

6
Because they live only three to four weeks, most adult fireflies do not 
eat. A female firefly will lay up to five hundred eggs on the underside of 
leaves, in moss, or in water.

T F

7 Scientists believe fireflies light up in rhythmic patterns to attract mates 
or to warn each other about dangers. T F

8 Farmers and gardeners don’t like fireflies because the larvae eat many 
snails, slugs, and other pests. T F

9 There are only 5 different firefly species. T F




