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Lesson Plan

Book Information
Run Time 3:52

Author  Carol Gerber

Illustrator Noel Ill

Narrator Grant, Brittney, and Josie Harold

Publisher Familius

Ages 2–8

Genre Halloween song—fiction

Text Structure Story is written as a song to be sung.

Themes & Ideas Halloween, song

Language & 
Literary Features

Rhythm and rhyme

Sentence 
Complexity

Complex sentences made easy  
through song

Vocabulary Somewhat complex vocabulary made 
easy to understand through familiar 
identification. Scallywags, jig, cauldron, 
cackle, potion, fiendish.

Special 
Vocabulary

rhyme, rhythm

Illustrations colorful, playful illustrations of children  
in costumes

Story Summary
This spooktacular Halloween favorite will have 
everyone singing and dancing along! Set to the tune 
of “If You’re Happy and You Know It,” this Halloween 
title is perfect for children on Halloween night! Ghosts 
moan and groan, while pirates yo ho! If You’re Scary 
And You Know It! is sure to be a Halloween hit! The 
silly verses are sure to get laughs, while the familiar 
tune will make joining-in easy and fun. So, put on a 
favorite costume and trick-or-treat, as you sing and 
dance to the happiest of Halloweens!

Lesson Focus
Halloween 

Activity Ideas
Have children sing the song with the video. 
You can teach one verse at a time – depending on 
age of children. This would be a great song to sing 
during a Halloween parade, to perform for parents, 
or another class. Vooks can be projected in the 
background or the children could actually act it out! 

Create puppets of the characters: 
Ghost, pirate, witch, vampire, wolf, cat, scarecrow, 
skeleton. Ask children to retell the story (sing the 
song) using puppets.

Sorting Cards
Additional ways to use sorting cards: 

 ● To retell the story 
 ● As a matching game 
 ● As examples of descriptive words for characters 
 ● As examples of character development 

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

If You’re Scary  
And You Know It!
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Book Chat
NAME

What is If You’re Scary And You Know It! about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you sing and dance to If You’re Scary And You Know It!?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What was your favorite costume in If You’re Scary And You Know It!? 
Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What is your favorite Halloween costume?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe a night of trick or treating.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

If You’re Scary And You Know It! is a spooktacular Halloween 
favorite that will have everyone singing and dancing along! The 
silly verses are sure to get laughs, while the familiar tune will make 
joining-in easy and fun. If You’re Scary And You Know It! reads like 
a song and children can sing and dance to it (The tune is “If You’re 
Happy and You Know It”).

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

If You’re Scary  
And You Know It!
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:21

0:49

1:02

2:05

1:25

2:27

2:49

1:45

Can you name all of the costumes on this page?

What is scary about a ghost?

Why is a pirate described as greedy?

When do werewolves prowl?

What would be in your witch’s brew?

Why are cats described as sneaky?

Who do scarecrows try to scare? Why?

Why do vampires have pointed teeth?

After viewing the Book:

1. Which costume was the scariest to you? Why?

If You’re Scary  
And You Know It!
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Draw a picture of your favorite Halloween costume in  
If You’re Scary And You Know It!?

This costume is my favorite because ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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NAMEMatch the Rhyming Words

bite

pose

please

troubles

treat

in

sight

bubbles

toes

chin

knees

feet

Match the words on the left with the word they rhyme with on the right. 
Draw a line to connect the two. 
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NAMESorting Cards
In If You’re Scary And You Know It! the characters were 
described using the words below. Cut out the cards below.  

Sorting: Use cards to sort into the appropriate character 
description.

Spooky Moan Scallywags Yo ho

Howl Growl Cloak Pointed teeth

Sneaky Meow Frightful Standing  
in a field

Cauldron Trolls &  
Trouble Bony Touch your toes

Ghost Pirate Vampire Werewolf

CatSkeletonWitchScarecrow


