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Book Information
Run Time 8:19

Author  Mark Shulman

Illustrator Serge Bloch

Narrator Lileina Joy

Publisher Neal Porter Books

Ages 3–10

Genre Nonfiction

Themes & Ideas The voting process, the importance of 
voting, decision making, responsibility

Sentence 
Complexity

Simple and complex sentences. Dialogue.

Vocabulary ballot, candidate, decision, election, 
informed, majority, register, responsibility, 
vote, modest

Special 
Vocabulary

laws, minority, Election Day, National 
Government, The Executive Branch, The 
Legislative Branch, The Senate, The House 
of Representatives, The Judicial Branch, 
Democratic Party, The Republican Party, 
State Government, Local Government

Illustrations Effortless and charming line drawing 
illustrations punctuated with color  
washes and textural elements in red,  
white, and blue.

Story Summary
I Voted explains the concept of choosing, individually, 
and as a group, from making a simple choice: “Which 
do you like better, apples or oranges?”, to selecting 
a class pet, to even more complicated decisions, like 
electing community representatives.

You may not always get want you want, but I Voted 
explains strategies to better your odds!

Lesson Focus
The Voting Process

Activity Ideas
Guest Speaker 
Ask an elected official to speak to your class about 
what they do.

Voting Steps 
Make a poster of the steps for voting 

Asking a Guardian
Ask your guardian about where they vote, what it’s 
like, and make a plan for how you can come too.

Research
Research the voting process in other countries.

Mock Election
Hold a mock election using familiar characters as 
candidates.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

I Voted
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Book Chat
NAME

What is I Voted about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What choices do you make everyday?  
How do those choices affect you and others around you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

How can choices influence the way people think about you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

How are individual choices different from group choices?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever voted for something?  
Explain how you made your decision  
on what/who to vote for. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

I Voted explains the concept of choosing, individually, and as a 
group, from making a simple choice: “Which do you like better, 
apples or oranges?”, to selecting a class pet, to even more 
complicated decisions, like electing community representatives.

You may not always get want you want, but I Voted explains 
strategies to better your odds!

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

I Voted

(Note: This is a great opportunity for  
you to share your voting experience.)
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:48

0:57

1:51

3:42

2:08

3:50

5:00

5:08

3:11

What are some easy choices you have made?

What are some hard choices you have made?

What have you voted for as a group? Did what you vote for win? How did you feel?

How is the boy feeling? Why do you think he feels that way?

What are some ways you can let people know what choice you want?

How is the girl feeling? Why do you think she feels that way?

What is a law you really like? Why do you like it?

What is a law you don’t like? Why don’t you like it?

Why is it important that everyone’s vote is counted?

After viewing the Book:

1. What are some ways to know which candidate 
will make the best choices? 

2. Have you ever been to a voting place?  
What was it like?

3. Explain the voting process.                                           

I Voted
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Draw a picture of the class pet you would want. Then, 
write why it would be the best class pet. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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NAMEVoting Ballot
“Making a choice makes a difference.” Which items do you like better? 
Put an X next to your choice and then compare with others.

Example: “I like frogs 
better so 
that’s what  
I picked!”

Lizards1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Frogs

or THATTHIS

Apples Oranges

Markers Crayons

Trampolines Swimming Pools

Ice Cream Onions

Ice Cream Cupcakes

Dogs Cats

Summer Winter

Playing Inside Playing Outside
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NAMEVoting KWL Chart

What I Know What I Want to Know What I Learned

Make a KWL chart about voting. 

1. Write down what you already know about voting.

2. What do you want to learn about voting.

3. Research to find the answers to your question 
and write down what you learned.

Topic

Voting


