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Themes & Ideas Discovering animal habitats around the world

Language & 
Literary Features

adjectives describe different animals

Sentence 
Complexity

Sentences are complex and extend for 
three pages.

Vocabulary thrive, generations, adapt, poisonous, 
prickly, tentacles, brilliant, dappled, fierce, 
prey, scurrying, nearsighted, startling, 
mammal, predators, sleek

Special 
Vocabulary

Habitats; rainforest; desert; tide pool; 
jungle; savanna, forest; grassland; pond

Animals: northern pike, kingfisher, water 
spider, red-spotted newt, dragonfly, 
muskrat, kit fox, diamondback rattlesnake, 
and many more.

Illustrations Provide context clues

Story Summary
The reader will discover six of the most intriguing 
habitats, and eight of the animals that live there. I See 
a Kookaburra! is filled with fun facts about unusual 
animals.

Lesson Focus
Animal Habitats

Activity Ideas
Fact Cards
Create your own fact cards about animal habitats and 
the animals that live in them.

Locate on a Map
American Southwest; Southern Coast of England; 
Amazon River Basin of South America; Central Africa; 
Eastern Australia; and American Midwest.

Venn Diagram 
Compare animal habitats similarities and differences 
using a Venn Diagram.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

I See a Kookaburra!
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Book Chat
NAME

What is I See a Kookaburra! about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe a habitat that you remember from I See a Kookaburra!.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What kind of animals live there?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What was your favorite animal from I See a Kookaburra!?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What was your favorite fact from I See a Kookaburra!?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The reader will discover six of the most intriguing habitats, and eight 
of the animals that live there. I See a Kookaburra! is filled with fun 
facts about unusual animals.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

I See a Kookaburra!
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:51

1:59

4:42

8:43

5:13

9:57

11:38

8:13

What are some conditions that animals would need to adapt to?

Can you spot a kit fox, an elf owl, a kangaroo rat, a Gila monster, a long-nosed  
bat, a diamondback rattlesnake, a trapdoor spider, and a javelina?

What adaptations must animals make to live in a tide pool?

Can you spot a kookaburra, a cicada, a dingo, a frilled lizard, a walking  
stick insect, an echidna, a koala, and a cassowary?

Can you spot a toucan, an emerald tree boa, a jaguar, a red-eyed tree frog,  
a spider monkey, a harpy eagle, a rhinoceros beetle, and a green iguana?

What adaptations must animals make to live in a forest?

What adaptations must animals make to live in a pond?

What adaptations must animals make to live in a savanna or grassland?

After viewing the Book:

1. What is a habitat? 

2. Identify the animals:

 ● Go back to 2:04 and see how many animals you 
can identify from the desert. 

 ● Go back to 3:41 and see how many animals you 
can identify from a tide pool. 

 ● Go back to 5:18 and see how many animals you 
can identify from the jungle. 

 ● Go back to 7:06 and see how many animals you 
can identify from the savanna.

 ● Go back to 8:47 and see how many animals you 
can identify from the forest. 

 ● Go back to 10:30 and see how many animals you 
can identify from a pond.

I See a Kookaburra!
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__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ .
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NAMEKWL Chart

What I Know What I Want to Know What I Learned

Make a KWL chart about animal habitats. 

1. Write down what you already know about  
animal habitats.

2. What do you want to learn about animal habitats.

3. Research to find the answers to your questions 
and write down what you learned.

Topic

Animal Habitats

I See a Kookaburra!: Discovering Animal Habitats Around the World, by 
Steve Jenkins and Robin Page. Copyright ©2005 by Steve Jenkins and 
Robin Page. Illustrations copyright © 2005 by Steve Jenkins. Published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved.
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NAMEConnecting Activity

Deserts in the  
American SouthwestKookaburra

Forest in Eastern  
Australia Hermit Crab

Pond in the American 
MidwestJaguar

Savanna/Grassland in 
Central AfricaKit Fox 

Tide Pool in the  
Southern Coast of  

England
Rhinoceros

Jungle/Rain Forest in  
the Amazon River Basin 

of South America
Dragonfly 

Habitats are home to animals all over the world. In I See a Kookaburra!, six 
different habitats are introduced along with the animals that live in them. 
Match the animal on the left with the habitat that they live in on the right. 
Draw a line to connect the two. 

I See a Kookaburra!: Discovering Animal Habitats Around the World, by 
Steve Jenkins and Robin Page. Copyright ©2005 by Steve Jenkins and 
Robin Page. Illustrations copyright © 2005 by Steve Jenkins. Published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved.


