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Lesson Plan

Book Information
Gossie and Gertie

Gossie and Gertie are friends, best friends. Wherever Gossie goes, Gertie follows. Or, does she?

Watch now

My list

Run Time 6:08

Author  Olivier Dunrea

Illustrator Olivier Dunrea

Narrator Tim Bick

Publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Ages 2–7/AD10L/GR:E

Genre Fiction

Themes & Ideas friendship, leading and following

Language & 
Literary Features

repetition, some dialogue

Sentence 
Complexity

Short, simple sentences

Vocabulary marched, followed, sneaked, jumped, 
bright, friends, splash, daisies, dive, 
haystacks

Special 
Vocabulary

leader, follower, friendship, best friends

Illustrations Charming illustrations create two lovable, 
sweet characters that will appeal to the 
youngest listeners.

Story Summary
Gossie and Gertie are best friends. They splash in the 
rain, play hide-and-seek, and they dive in the pond 
together. Everywhere Gossie goes, Gertie goes too. 
Or does she? 

Lesson Focus
Friendship 

Activity Ideas
Drawing and Writing
Write and illustrate your own Gossie and Gertie 
adventure.

Retell the Story
Pair children and retell the story by acting it out.

Gossie Says
Play “Gossie Says”. Ask children to follow what 
Gossie says, if Gertie did in the story.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

Gossie and Gertie
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Book Chat
NAME

What is Gossie & Gertie about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a best friend?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What kinds of things do you do with your best friend?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What does it mean to be a leader? Who is the leader—Gossie or Gertie? 
Are you a leader?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What does it mean to be a follower? Who is the follower—Gossie or 
Gertie? Are you a follower?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Gossie and Gertie are best friends. They splash in the rain, play 
hide-and-seek, and they dive in the pond together. Everywhere 
Gossie goes, Gertie goes too. Or does she? 

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

Gossie and Gertie
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

1:02

2:35

2:53

5:45

3:51

5:00

How are Gossie and Gertie alike? How are they different?

Why do you think Gossie and Gertie are best friends?

Do you think it is a good idea for Gertie to do everything Gossie does?  
Why or why not?

Why do you think Gossie and Gertie are best friends?

Do you think Gertie will follow? Why or why not?

Why do you think Gossie followed Gertie?

After viewing the Book:

1. Do you always have to do everything your friends 
do? Why or why not?

2. What does it mean to be best friends?

Gossie and Gertie
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Write and illustrate a story about what you do with  
your best friend.

First we ______________________

______________________________

_____________________________ .

Then we ______________________

______________________________

_____________________________ .

And then we____________________

______________________________

_____________________________ .

Finally we______________________

______________________________

_____________________________ .

Gossie & Gertie, by Olivier Dunrea. Copyright © 2002 by Olivier Dunrea. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved.
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Follow Me

Splash in 
the rain

Play hide- 
and-seek 
in the  
daisies

Dive in the 
pond

Watch in 
the night

Play in the 
haystacks 

Marched 
to the barn

Sneaked 
to the 
sheep

Jumped 
into a mud 
puddle

Followed 
a hopping 
frog

Followed a 
butterfly

Followed a 
shiny blue 
beetle 

Followed 
a trail of 
grain

NAME

Circle the things that 
Gossie and Gertie 
did together.

Put an X through the 
things Gossie and Gertie 
did not do together.  

Instructions

Gossie & Gertie, by Olivier Dunrea. Copyright © 2002 by Olivier Dunrea. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved.
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Venn D
iagram

Things G
ossie does; Things G

ertie does; Things they both do.
N
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Dice Activity

LONG

FRONT

SMALL

SPIKY HOT

How to play
1. Cut out dice and assemble 

with glue.

2. Roll the dice. 

3. Name the opposite of what 
is rolled. 

4. If the         is rolled, it is a 
free choice word that either 
the teacher or child gets to 
come up with.


