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Lesson Plan

Book Information
Run Time 7:31

Author  Margaret & H.A. Rey

Illustrator H.A. Rey

Narrator Wendell Johnson

Publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Ages 3–9; PreK–3;  
Lexile Reading Level AD500L; L

Genre Fiction

Text Structure Third person narrative

Themes & Ideas curiosity, gratefulness,  
writing thank you cards

Language & 
Literary Features

some dialogue is used

Sentence 
Complexity

Simple and compound sentences.

Vocabulary curious, neighbor, science museum 
director, fossils, scattered, decorated, 
swirling

Special 
Vocabulary

thank you, grateful

Illustrations The beloved character of Curious George 
has an adventure.

Story Summary
George is thrilled to get a thank you card in the mail 
from his friend Betsy. It makes him want to send thank 
you cards to everyone he knows. Who can he thank? 
George tries to remember all the people who have 
been nice to him, but tracking them down to deliver 
his homemade cards soon becomes a challenge.

Lesson Focus
       Thank You

Activity Ideas
Thank You Cards
Write and deliver thank you cards.

Venn Diagram
Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast 
purchased thank you cards and handmade thank  
you cards.

Memory
Write events from the story (add ones that did not 
happen) on thank you cards. Ask children to color the 
events that actually happened in this story.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

Curious George  
Says Thank You
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Book Chat
NAME

What is Curious George Says Thank You about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever received a thank you card? How did it make you feel?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Who has done something nice for you?   
What did you do to thank them?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What materials would you need to make a handmade thank you card?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you rather make handmade thank you cards or buy them? Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Receiving a thank you card from his friend makes George want 
to send thank you cards to everyone who has been nice to him. 
George makes handmade cards, but tracking everyone down to 
deliver his cards soon becomes a challenge.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

Curious George  
Says Thank You



Storybooks Brought to Life™ // vooks.com

Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:14

0:36

1:10

2:56

1:46

3:31

4:46

5:24

2:18

What do you think Curious George Says Thank You is about?

Who do you think the man in the yellow hat is?

Why is George smiling?

How would you deliver your thank you cards?

Who could you write a thank you note to? For what?

Why would Dr. Lee hang George’s thank you note  
in her office and the librarian put the card on her desk?

Why is climbing the streetlight a bad idea?

What would you have done to find where the mail carrier was going?

What was George doing?

After viewing the Book:
1. What are you curious about?                                                              

2. Have you ever had an adventure like Curious 
George did in Curious George Says Thank You?

3. Who are you thankful for?

Curious George  
Says Thank You
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N
A
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D
raw

 yourself holding the thank you cards!

C
oloring artw

ork based on the original characters and story copyrighted ©
 2012 H

.A. Rey, for the book 
C

urious G
eorge Says Thank You, by M

argret and H
.A. Rays, published by H

oughton M
iffl

in H
arcourt™
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Draw a picture of Curious George giving a thank you 
card to someone and write a story about it.

____________________________________________ ___________________   

_______________________________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________________.

Coloring artwork based on the original characters and story copyrighted  
© 2012 H.A. Rey, for the book Curious George Says Thank You, by  
Margret and H.A. Rays, published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt™
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Monkey 
Thank You 
Card

Write your own thank you 
card to someone special 
and then give it to them. 

Instructions:

1. Cut out the monkey  
thank you card.

2. Write the name of the 
person you are giving  
the card to on the top  
line next to “Dear”.

3. Write your thank you  
note on the long lines.

4. Write your name on 
the bottom line after 
“Sincerely”.

5. Give your thank  
you card to the  
special person.   

DEAR

SINCERELY,

,

Coloring artwork based on the original characters and story copyrighted © 2012 
H.A. Rey, for the book Curious George Says Thank You, by Margret and H.A. 
Rays, published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt™
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Paper Bag  
Monkey

Instructions
1. Cut out the monkey face 

template and glue or tape 
on the googly eyes. Also, 
draw a nose and mouth.

2. Glue or tape the monkey 
face to the top of the 
paper bag.

3. Color the arm and leg 
templates.

4. Cut out each arm and leg.

5. Glue or tape the arms 
to both sides of the bag 
and attach the legs to the 
bottom of the bag. 

Create your own paper  
bag monkey.

Materials
 ● Monkey face, arm, and 

leg template (provided)
 ● Paper bag
 ● (2) googly eyes
 ● Glue or tape
 ● Coloring utensils
 ● Scissors

Coloring artwork based on the original 
characters and story copyrighted © 2012 
H.A. Rey, for the book Curious George 
Says Thank You, by Margret and H.A. 
Rays, published by Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt™


