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Lesson Plan

Book Information
Run Time 8:13

Author  Margaret & H.A. Rey

Illustrator H.A. Rey

Narrator Wendell Johnson

Russell Hirtzel (George)

Publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Ages 3- 9/Lexile Reading Level AD580L/Guided 
Reading Level K/Reading Recovery Level 18

Genre Fiction

Text Structure Third person narrative

Themes & Ideas Earth Day, critical thinking, problem solving

Language & 
Literary Features

Illustrations provide context clues.

Sentence 
Complexity

Simple and compound sentences.

Vocabulary curious, museum, exhibit, maze, planet, 
environment, pollution, mischief, rally, 
recycling, advertise, volunteers, heap, 
donate, reuse, stoops, gratitude

Special 
Vocabulary

Green Day

Illustrations The beloved character, Curious George, 
has an adventure.

Story Summary
When George finds out that the science museum is 
planning a “Green Day” dedicated to recycling and 
planting trees, he is curious and wants to help out! 
But then George begins to recycle things around 
town that aren’t quite ready for the recycling bin, and 
he gets into a jam. Thankfully, George isn’t the only 
one who wants to help—the whole community can’t 
wait to lend a hand!

Lesson Focus
Critical Thinking

Activity Ideas
Family Conserving Energy Chart
Create a chart of things you and your family can  
do to conserve energy and resources.

KWL Chart
KWL chart on conserving energy.

Write a Letter 
Write a letter to your parents about how your family 
could help conserve energy and resources to help 
the environment.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

Curious George Plants a Tree

Curious George ® Plants a Tree. Copyright © 2009 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. Based on the character of Curious George ®, created by Margret and H.A. Rey. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. Curious George ® is a registered trademark of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.



Storybooks Brought to Life™ // vooks.com

Book Chat
NAME

What is Curious George Plants a Tree about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What kinds of exhibits might you see in a science museum?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever participated in a rally? If so, describe your experience;  
if not, what kind of rally might you participate in and why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

George accidentally took things from the neighbors that were not 
ready to be recycled, but he didn’t know and was trying to help.  
Has anything like that ever happened to you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some projects that your community could do that would 
make it a better place to live?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 

When George finds out that the science museum is planning a 
“Green Day” dedicated to recycling and planting trees, he is curious 
and wants to help out! But then George begins to recycle things 
around town that aren’t quite ready for the recycling bin, and he gets 
into a jam. Thankfully, George isn’t the only one who wants to help—
the whole community can’t wait to lend a hand!

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

Curious George Plants a Tree

Curious George ® Plants a Tree. Copyright © 2009 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. Based on the character of Curious George ®, created by Margret and H.A. Rey. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. Curious George ® is a registered trademark of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:42

1:10

1:58

4:45

2:44

5:07

5:34

5:57

3:52

Why is today a good day for George to be curious?

What are your favorite exhibits to visit when you go to a museum or a zoo?

Why do you think George did not get into mischief at the museum?

Do you think it is a good idea for George to go on without his friend? Why or why 
not?

Does George like the park? How do you know?

Do you think this is a good idea? Why or why not?

Do you think this is a good idea? Why or why not?

Why do you think these people were following George? What clues did you use?

Do you think this is a good idea? Why or why not?

After viewing the Book:

1. What are some ways you can take care of our 
planet?                            

2. What are some ways that pollution and trash 
affect the environment? 

3. Do you recycle? What kinds of things do you 
recycle?   

4. What are some things that can be reused by 
others when you are finished with them? 

Curious George Plants a Tree

Curious George ® Plants a Tree. Copyright © 2009 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. Based on the character of Curious George ®, created by Margret and H.A. Rey. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. Curious George ® is a registered trademark of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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NAMEDrawing and Writing
Why are trees important? Draw your favorite kind of tree 
and finish the sentence below.

Trees are important because ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .

Curious George ® Plants a Tree. Copyright © 2009 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. Based on the character of Curious George ®, created by Margret and H.A. Rey. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. Curious George ® is a registered trademark of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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NAMEConserving Energy Leaves
Trees give off oxygen and help to keep the air clean. They also 
conserve energy by providing shade in the heat and block the wind 
when it’s cold. What are some other ways to conserve energy? Write 
them down on the trees leaves.   

Curious George ® Plants a Tree. Copyright © 2009 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. Based on the character of Curious George ®, created by Margret and H.A. Rey. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. Curious George ® is a registered trademark of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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NAME

Mulch.

Put stakes  
around tree.

Conserving Energy Leaves
Put the six steps to planting a tree in order by writing 1-6 in  
the spaces provided. If you need help, rewatch Curious George 
Plants a Tree starting at the timestamp 7:07.

Dig a hole.Remove burlap from 
root ball and stand up 
straight in hole.

Water. Fill in dirt, tamping 
lightly as you go.

Curious George ® Plants a Tree. Copyright © 2009 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. Based on the character of Curious George ®, created by Margret and H.A. Rey. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. Curious George ® is a registered trademark of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.


