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Text Structure Artists are illustrated with a photograph-like 
replica of their paintings. The emphasized 
color is highlighted and the painting is 
described. 

Themes & Ideas Colors, iconic paintings, famous artists

Sentence 
Complexity

Simple sentences emphasize a color and 
describe a painting. 

Vocabulary blouse, loch, cloak, bonnet, fog, frilly, 
brilliant, mysterious

Special 
Vocabulary

Colors: red, vermilion, orange, canary, 
yellow, chartreuse, green, teal, blue, 
periwinkle, purple, pink, white, black, 
ochre, brown, gold, rainbow

Illustrations Colorful, delightful artwork helps children 
see what the painting looks like as well as 
illustrates the emphasized color.

Story Summary
All aboard the Color Train! Join Mary Cassatt, 
Leonardo Da Vinci, Rembrandt, Vincent van Gogh, 
Claude Monet, and the rest of the world’s most 
famous artists on a colorful train ride that teaches 
both essential colors and iconic works of art.

Lesson Focus
Colors

Activity Ideas
Create Your Own Color 
Many of the colors in Color Train were unique.  
Come up with your own color and a unique name  
for the color.

Fact Cards 
Create fact cards for each artist and their paintings.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

Color Train
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Book Chat
NAME

What is Color Train about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What was your favorite color? Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Which painting was your favorite? Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you learn a new color? What was it?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Which artists have you heard about before you read Color Train?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The world’s most famous artists are on a colorful train ride to teach 
children about both essential colors and iconic works of art.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

Color Train
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

1:18

1:37

1:49

2:51

2:08

3:22

4:17

2:20

What, in addition to the red apples, do you see in Cezanne’s painting? 

Where is the loch?

What is a cloak?

What familiar color is periwinkle most like?

What familiar color is chartreuse most like?

Where is the pearl?

What did Arcimboldo make his painting of fruit and vegetables look like?

What are the people doing in this painting by Seurat?

After viewing the Book:

1. Where do you think you might find these 
paintings?                                                                                        

2. Did you recognize any of these paintings or 
artists? Where have you seen them before?                                                     

3. Have you ever been to a museum or art gallery? 
Discuss your visit. 

Color Train
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Drawing and Writing NAME

Draw a picture like your favorite artist did in Color Train. 
Write either a brief description of the picture or explain 
why you like it.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ .
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Color by Number NAME

Color the picture based on the numbers. If the section 
has a 1, color it red. If it has a 2, color it orange. 

1 = RED 
2 = ORANGE
3 = YELLOW

4 = GREEN 
5 = BLUE 
6 = PURPLE

7 = BLACK
8 = BROWN

Coloring Code

77

77
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A
rtist R

esearch
Research your favorite artist in C

olor Train. 
D

raw
 a picture of the person, include a fam

ous 
painting, and w

rite 1 fact about them
.

N
A

M
E

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

D
raw

 the artist:
D

raw
 their painting:

1 fact about them
:


