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Lesson Plan

Book Information
Run Time 4:33

Author, 
Illustrator, 
Narrator, 
& Publisher 

Gavin Buckley

Ages 3–6

Genre Fiction

Text Structure loneliness, friendship, fear, compassion, 
good personal hygiene, rhyme, using 
picture clues to help with comprehension

Themes & Ideas Routines, good qualities, prediction, 
beginning, middle, end

Language & 
Literary Features

rhyming pattern with refrain

Vocabulary creature, boulder-sized, stumpy, pegs, 
flappy, pong, glum, romp, wee, chap, 
terrified, rumble, fright, huddles, shrugs, 
flick, curious, soggy, amidst

Special 
Vocabulary

rhyme, refrain, friendship, loneliness, 
scared, puzzled, clever, brave, rain-washed 

Illustrations Charming illustrations bring the animals 
to life. Illustrations are very helpful in 
comprehension.

Story Summary
The silly tale, The Smellyphant, shows that what’s on 
the outside can sometimes be deceiving. Samson 
is a rather smelly elephant with pegs on his tail and 
a knot is his trunk. Due to his overpowering odor 
(pong), the other elephants don’t want to play with 
him. Samson is sad and alone, watching the others, 
will he ever get to join in?

Lesson Focus
Rhyming Words

Activity Ideas
Writing
Write a story about The Smellyphant playing  
with his friends.

Rhyming Words
Come up with as many rhyming words  
as you can.

Additional activities can be found in the following 
pages of this document.

The Smellyphant
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Book Chat
NAME

What is The Smellyphant about?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a nickname? Where did it come from?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever felt left out?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What does it feel like to be lonely?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever thought one thing about someone and then  
changed your mind because of something they did?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The silly tale, The Smellyphant, shows that what’s on the outside can 
sometimes be deceiving. The other elephants are mean to Samson, 
refusing to let him play with them, because he is a bit stinky and 
different. But when Samson helps them out, things change.

Discuss the story and write your 
answers together.

The Smellyphant
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Vooks Pause & Ponder
Pause at the indicated time 

stamps and discuss the story

0:31

1:16

1:51

2:55

2:06

3:19

4:09

2:39

What animal do you think this is? What clues did you use to answer this question?

How is The Smellyphant feeling? What clues did you use to answer this question?

What does it feel like to be scared?

What do you think The Smellyphant will do?

What is happening here? What clues did you use to answer this question?

What do you think the rainbow means here?

Do you think the others will play with The Smellyphant now? Why?

Have you ever been in a storm? Were you scared? Did someone comfort you?

After viewing the Book:

1. Share a clever idea you have had.                                                                        

2. What does it feel like to be safe?  
What makes you feel safe?

3. Discuss activities you can do alone. Discuss 
activities that are more fun when you do them 
with someone.

4. How did The Smellphant change in the story?                                                                                                                 

The Smellyphant
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C
olor the coloring sheet!

N
A

M
E

C
oloring Sheet
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Draw a Picture NAME

Draw a picture of The Smellyphant and write a story about 
how he is feeling and why.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ .
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NAME

Place the 6 scenes from The Smellyphant in the  
correct order by writing 1–6 in the spaces provided.

Sequencing
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NAMERhyme Matching

legs

shout

ears

grin

chap

dry

romp

pool

fun

fall

sniff

ears

cool

why

stomp

cheers

out

back

whiff

pegs

all

sun

tears

swim

Match the words on the left with the word on the right that  
they rhyme with. Draw a line to connect the two.


