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One of my biggest challenges in 
covering the wines of Australia is 
summarizing and communicating 

the great diversity and regional differences 
in this exciting winegrowing continent. 
Although Australia has roughly the same 
landmass as the contiguous United States 
and more than 60 winegrowing regions, I 
find myself describing rich, bold Barossa 
Shirazes and crisp Hunter Valley Sémillons 
in the same tasting reports. My Aussie 
winemaking friends would describe this 
challenge with the expression “like chalk 
and cheese”—that all Aussie wines may 
appear similar to U.S. wine lovers, but 
they’re quite different, of course. 

Still, I’m very lucky to 
cover this 
category and 
the passion-
ate winemak-
ers behind the 
hundreds of 
out s tanding 
wines I review 
from Down  
Under every 
year. Here, I’ve 
put together a 
list of wines made by brands that are  
dedicated to punching above their weight. 
To make a point about diversity, I’ve 
avoided Barossa and McLaren Vale region 
Shirazes and Grenaches, which are the 
country’s best-known wines. (I did include 
one example of a Shiraz, the Domaine Ter-
lato & Chapoutier bottling from the cool 
climate of Pyrenees and a low-yielding 
vineyard, that illustrates how Aussie Shi-
raz is no longer defined by ripe, monolithic 
versions.) 

I can’t say enough about the Giant Steps 
brand. Last year, I reviewed 10 outstanding 
wines from this producer, most of them 
priced under $50. Giant Steps focuses on 
cool-climate Yarra Valley wines that show 

incredible precision and freshness. I picked 
the regional expressions bottlings for their 
remarkable value, but this producer’s stun-
ning single-vineyard expressions are also 
worth the search. 

Cabernet lovers 
should  know 
about the Caber-
nets from Marga-
ret River, such as 
Vasse Fel ix. 
Here, Cabernets 
feature a fresh,  
savory edge in 
addition to 
their rich fruit 
flavors. Penley 

represents the Cabernets from Coon-
awarra, where tannins are wonderfully 
dense and the best versions are as aromatic 
as this example. 

Vintner Matt Fowles is dedicated to 
showing the potential of Victoria while 
also making affordable wines that pair well 
with food. He makes the Ladies Who 
Shoot Their Lunch and Are You Game 
brands as well as the uber-affordable Farm 
to Table label, known for balanced, drink-
able bottles. 

D’Arenberg winemaker Chester Osborn 
is perhaps known for dense and frankly tan-
nic red wines, but his The Hermit Crab 
Viognier-Marsanne blend is a charming, 
plump white that should be a contender 
for your house white wine. Likewise,  

Yalumba makes some of the most impres-
sive red wines out of Barossa, but it’s also 
committed to smart buys with its Y Series 
line of introductory wines. Head wine-
maker Louisa Rose is also a Viognier ex-
pert—she calls it a white wine for red wine 
drinkers, and it’s certainly a very satisfying 
drink in her hands. Top to bottom, I hope 
this list will spark some exploration.

MARYANN WOROBIEC’S 
SMART BUYS FROM 

AUSTRALIA
 93 $35 Giant Steps Chardonnay  

Yarra Valley 2020

 92 $20 Penley Cabernet Sauvignon 
Coonawarra Phoenix 2019

 92 $21 Yalumba Viognier Eden Valley 2019

 92 $28 Vasse Felix Cabernet Sauvignon 
Margaret River Filius 2019

 92 $30 Wine Unplugged Pinot Noir  
Yarra Valley Pacha Mama 2019

 92 $35 Giant Steps Pinot Noir  
Yarra Valley 2020

 92 $40 Domaine Terlato & Chapoutier 
Shiraz Pyrenees Lieu-dit 
Malakoff 2017

 90 $16 Fowles Chardonnay Victoria  
Farm To Table 2018

 90 $16 Fowles Pinot Noir Victoria  
Farm To Table 2019 

 88 $14 Yalumba Viognier South Australia 
The Y Series 2020

 88 $17 D’Arenberg Viognier- 
Marsanne McLaren Vale  
The Hermit Crab 2020 

Yalumba head winemaker Louisa Rose

AUSTRALIA
WITHIN A VAST LAND, 

DRILL DOWN ON 
REGIONAL TERROIRS 
FOR MORE EXCITING 

BOTTLES

BY MARYANN WOROBIEC

“Aussie wines may 
appear similar, but 

they’re quite different.  

I hope this list will  

spark some exploration.”
—MaryAnn Worobiec
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