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S C O P E  A N D  S E Q U E N C ES C O P E  A N D  S E Q U E N C E
Research clearly outlines the need for a systematic introduction of the alphabetic principle from simple 
to complex. As students begin to learn simple letter-sound correspondences, they can begin to decode 
basic words. Students must be explicitly taught knowledge of letters and sounds and the skills of 
decoding and blending. As these skills develop, more code is introduced. This cumulative approach 
allows knowledge and skills to build on from each other. Students also need to know how words work 
and their morphological meaning.
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“If a child memorises ten words, the child can only “If a child memorises ten words, the child can only 
read ten words, but if a child learns the sounds read ten words, but if a child learns the sounds 

of ten letters, the child will be able to read of ten letters, the child will be able to read 
350 three sound words, 4320 four sound words 350 three sound words, 4320 four sound words 

and 21,650 five sound words.” and 21,650 five sound words.” ~ Dr Martin KozloffDr Martin Kozloff

Why is a Scope and Sequence important?

1. Systematic Learning Progression: 1. Systematic Learning Progression: A phonics scope and sequence provides a structured framework 
for teaching phonics, ensuring that students learn foundational skills in a logical progression and that 
no important code has been missed. Research by Torgesen (2004) suggests that systematic and explicit 
phonics instruction leads to significant improvements in reading accuracy and comprehension.

2. Addressing Diverse Learning Needs: 2. Addressing Diverse Learning Needs: A well-designed scope and sequence caters to the diverse needs 
of learners by introducing phonics concepts gradually and cumulatively, providing ample practice 
opportunities of all code being introduced. According to the US National Reading Panel (2000), 
systematic phonics instruction benefits all students, including those at risk of reading difficulties and 
English language learners.

3. Consistency Across the School: 3. Consistency Across the School: A scope and sequence allows schools to adopt a consistent 
approach to phonics F-2. This will assist with data collection, analysis and response to student 
achievement.

In summary, research consistently outlines the importance of a phonics scope and sequence for 
effective reading instruction, supporting diverse learners, and laying the groundwork for proficient 
reading skills.

“Explicit teaching of the alphabetic decoding skills “Explicit teaching of the alphabetic decoding skills 
is helpful for ALL children, harmful for none, and is helpful for ALL children, harmful for none, and 

crucial for some.” crucial for some.” ~ (Snow and Joel, 2005)~ (Snow and Joel, 2005)



See full version below.
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S C O P E  A N D  S E Q U E N C ES C O P E  A N D  S E Q U E N C E
Decodable Readers Australia provides three documents outlining our Scope and Sequence. The first one 
is the Sounds of Reading Chart that shows what letter/sounds are introduced in each level. 

This scope and sequence, that contains the 
morphology components, takes into 
consideration the alignment of morpheme 
introductions to the decodability of the words.

This next scope and sequence shows all of our Phonics, Spelling and Morphology introduction lessons 
that are available through the Online Library.

Sounds of Reading Charts can be downloaded 
in each states font and used during instructional 
activities.

We have elaborated our scope and sequence documents to provide pacing guidelines (downloadable 
using the link below). We recommend 3-4 phoneme/grapheme correspondences to be introduced per 
week and then practise and rehearsal weeks. This allows for a cumulative and mastery approach. 
Schools then have the flexibility to speed up the pacing if their data shows that students don’t need 
the full amount of practise weeks.

See full version below.

See full version below.











This table is a guideline only and provides a benchmark to assist with planning instruction. Individual developmental stages need to be 
taken into consideration as students will move through the stages and levels at varying rates.

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES

For a student to make successful progress through the stages in this guide he/she must be engaged in a program that explicitly teaches systematic, synthetic phonics.

Staged Implementation of the Decodable Readers Australia Series

Stage 1:
Explicitly teach each phoneme/grapheme in the 
Sound Set. Resources found in our SOR Toolkits. 
Recommend 3 - 4 phoneme/graphemes per week.

Goal:  Automatically recognises each phoneme/grapheme in
 the Sound Set.

Stage 2:
Explicitly teach blending, segmenting & 
manipulating using phoneme/graphemes in the 
Sound Set. Resources found in our SOR Toolkits.

Goal:  Reads words comprised of phoneme/graphemes in the
 Sound Set (and those taught in previous Sound Sets)
 that use various spelling patterns.

Stage. 3:
Modelled, guided and independent reading 
practise using readers in the Sound Set.

Goal:  Reads words in continuous text with increased fluency.

Stage 4:
Developing rate of fluency through consistent 
practise using readers in the Sound Set.

Goal:  Fluent reading of books within the Sound Set.

*students will remain at this stage to develop fluency while moving to the next level for the explicit teaching of the next Sound Set
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