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16
for Melanie Lois Johnston, October 19, 1976 - September 27, 2010
. P. Brent Register
Melanle Pam Chillemi-Yeager, text for "Melanie"

Philip Terman, text for "At the Funeral"

Melanie, 10-years old and asleep in her bedroom, was awakened late one night by the brightness of the full, yellow moon. She got
up, put on a long-flowing nightgown belonging to her mother, and draped a lace scarf her grandmother had made around her head.
She crept outside, free and wandering, dancing amongst the flowers, rocks, and trees. The wind was strong. She could feel it
whipping around the skirt of the nightgown as she clutched the lace scarf under her chin. She imagined that there were fairies
around her, and that she, too, was a fairy. Laying the piece of lace on a big rock, as a sort of gift to the fairies, she went back to her
bed and went to sleep. The next day, she went back outside to retrieve the lace, and found that it was gone.

Melanie departed this earth, a victim of breast cancer, on September 27, 2010.
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