
 

 

 

 

 

How to Transfer a Nuc to a Hive Box  

1. Place your hive box on the base in the position you want it to stay. Remove all the frames. You will need 

five frames. The other 5 frames will come from your nuc. This will give you a total of 10 frames in the 

new hive. If you have a side feeder, you’ll need less frames.  

2. Put the feeder and 2 of your empty frames of comb or foundation back into your hive against the side 

of your hive box. Put the other 2 empty frames outside the hive, but close by to grab later. 

3. If you have a smoker, gently smoke the entrance of your nuc. Wait a few seconds then slowly lift the lid 

up a bit and puff under the lid and over the frames.   

4. Open the box completely and using your hive tool, gently lift the outside frame out of the nuc.  Holding 

it over the nuc box, (so that if the queen falls off, she will fall back into the nuc) look at both sides of the 

frame.  

5. Place this frame into the box and push it to the far side up against the feeder and the 2 empty frames 

that are already there.  

6. Repeat this with the 3 remaining frames.  Make sure you place them in the same order and direction as 

they were in the nuc.  Remember to examine both sides of each frame for the queen. When 

transferring the frame with the queen be very careful - you don’t want to squash or damage her!  

7. If you did not see the queen on any of the frames, she may still be in the nuc box.  Carefully look for her 

and if required tip the nuc box over the new hive box.  Shake, brush, or smoke any remaining bees out 

of the nuc box into the hive.  Make sure the queen goes into the hive!  

8. Once all 5 frames and all the bees have been transferred to the hive, place the remaining empty frames 

one at a time into the new box. Push them up against the frames from the nuc.  

9. Feed the hive with sugar syrup at a ratio of 1:1 

10. When the bees have gone down into the hive carefully put the lid on.  

11. You may need to leave the nuc box next to the entrance of the hive for a few hours or until all the bees 

have left and gone into the hive. Lay it down on its side so that all the bees can easily crawl into the new 

hive.  

12. Well done, your transfer is finished! Check your hive in 10 to 14 days to make sure that the queen is 

laying eggs. The hive should be growing. The bees should begin to move onto the empty frames. Feed 

every 3rd day until the frames are being drawn out.  
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