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TARGA NEWFOUNDLAND

BUDGET AWD BATTLE
$7K SUBARU VS. $35K EVO

TEST SECRETS
OUR METHODS REVEALED
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In early 2005, members of VW's Moonraker Project and HPA's founder,
Marcel Horn, met to discuss plans to exhibit at the Specialty Equipment
Market Association (SEMA) trade show in Las Vegas later that year. VW,
arguably one of America’s first tuner brands, had long shunned this after-
market circus in favor of traditional car shows. For its inaugural SEMA, the
project (established to shake up VW's presence in North America) wanted
to make a big impression, and sought Horn's valuable insight.
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JETTARGT

Hom's answer was threefold: 1. Ensure this
car would prove to aftermarket manufacturers
that VW was 2 ‘safe’ tuning platform to inves!
in: 2. Build a car that would appeal to everyone
from JDM tuner enthusiasts to old-school
Holley carburetor guys; 3. Show that the future
of the aftermarket lies in collaboration between
OFEMs and tuners. In Horn's words: “Project
RGT was about showcasing passion, market
awareness, and brand savvy.”

HPA and VW heralded an official SEMA debut
with a trio of impressive RGT vehicles covering
each major segment of the aftermarket: the
Jetta (sport compact), Passat (sedan), and
Touareg (SUV). Of the three, the undisputed
erowd fayorite was the Jetta RGT, the car that
Marcel fondly describes as: “a Glock strapped
in a holster.”

The Jetta RGT came into the world as a
2005-model 2.5-liter five-cylinder with
automatic transmission and front-wheel drive
Out went the stock engine; in came an R32-
spec 3.2-liter V6. HPA gave it some SEMA-
worthy juice by installing its twin turbo
conversion package. Dual Garrett GT25R turbos
blow boost through twin side-mounted inter-
coolers, 4 custom cast aluminum short-runner
intake manifold, and a custom quad-bypass
exhaust system, accented by custom tips that fit

ondered WRC tarmac-spec Brembos with eight-
piston calipers up front and four-piston calipers in
back. The final infusion of race DNA came in the
form of an AP Racing quad air jack system,

in perfectly with the rear valance. The result is a
whopping 550bhp at a full 19psi. of boost, With

boost settings turned down to generate S00bhp
and launching at 3000mpm (out of respect for

VW's wishes), the RGT still tums in a 0-60mph tipping a hat to every tuner’s secret wish of
time of four seconds and a quarter-mile of 12.2 performing a Touring Carstyvle pit stop at their
seconds at 118mph (according to Motor Trend).  local Starbucks drive-through
Generating this maddening amount of horse- Horn and his team worked closely with VW's

power is fun, but useless unless it is transferred to ~ Design Center California to make sure the car's

street side sported exterior styling and interior

the road. So 4 DSG gearbox featuring taller gears

and sport-shifting calibrations replaced the stock

transmission. The RGT's substantial torque is

transmitted through a heavy-duty wet-plate stvle
dual clutch to a 4MOTION all-wheel drive system
from an R32. Handling tweaks include a
three-way competition suspension from KW
and a six-point roll cage

HPAAVW tapped Avus to create some
rolling art. The RGTs track wheels
are custom 18x9.5 one-piece forged
DTMs. [1s show rims are DTM
19x9.5 center-lock items. Not
one to pay lip service to the

race/street concept, Horn also
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IF WE HAD TO SINGLE

ONE ASPECT OUT, IT
WOULD HAVE TO BE

NOT THE SPEED IT
ATTAINS, BUT THE SPEED
AT WHICH THIS COMPLETE
TRANSFORMATION

TOOK PLACE.

u.-:':_i-fu te transformation took place
Marcel his HPA staft and their family

members brought the RGT to lite in onlv 45




VOLKSWAGEN JETTA RGT
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Drivetrain Modifications:

Front: KW thr
Rear: KW

Front: 15-in. two-piece rot

EXTERNAL

RGT TEST FLIGHT
We spent an afternoon testing the HPA |etta RGT on
rural Canadian roads along with some time ata
private Vancouver area airport. Normally, HPA's
twin-turbo vehicles (most popular are its R32
packages) accelerate best when launched at
5.500rpm, but because the SEMA show cars were
just days away from returning home to Germany, VW insisted the |etta RGT be launched at
no higher than 3000 revs. The RGT still managed to hit 6omph in four seconds dead and clear
the quarter-mile in 12.2 seconds at 118mph. With full boost, 550bhp, and a 5500rpm launch,
the car would have likely run deep into the 11s.
During braking we experienced similarly amazing results. From 60mph the |etta RGT
halted in just 105 feet (which beats most Ferraris, Lamborghinis and similar exotics) but did
so on the dusty, gravely runway surface that was our test track. Cut the steering wheel right

and left during cornering and you'll get bruised ribs as your body bangs into the sides of the

racing seats; the Jetta RGT changes direction faster than a hummingbird on meth.
—John Kiewicz, Motor Trend magazine
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