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The quarter mile? Forget about it!

We put a tantalizing mix of cars -
7727 (and @ motorcycle) through a true test

of power and performance.

e

BY ANDREW BORNHOP :
PFHOTOS BY GUY SPANGINBDIRG & MARL URBAND
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Homnets, of the Navy's F-18 fighter jet variety. practicing carmber-style
landings before asignenent at sea. This nebber-stvealked srip. 234
ahovn gea level, which fs also an alternate Linding ete for the Space

: Shutile, exdends north nbs the vallisy & far &8 the eye can see, usually
e - #nding in & Luge mirsge thimmering in the aftermoon heat.

Indeed, HAS Lemoore is a great place for our patlon's flmest to hene
their sidlls. But what would any self-respecting car magazing see s
such a wondexiully flai and beautifolty long namay? Hinana, In other
) ; womls, a perfect place io subject a widke variety of cars 1o & tree test of

\ powet and performance: The Stasding Mile a stonding-start blast of

"-.. i . unadulterated fall-theotfle sooeleration lasting a full 5280 ft. or four

L} After all, in our quarter-enile tests, mamy supercaes have barely

y : J clpamed thair thoats by the time the run i swer: oibes sruggle te ot
;4/ h all that power io the povement. In the Standing Mile, those isoues are of
= lets gomeern, & homepower and seredynamics take on 2 mome proomd-

memt robe Also, the added bength gives us a mudh broader spectrum: of
sooeleration data to analyze. Differences in times and spoeds bebwesn
vehdcles are amplified. And think aboot it How mary thmes have we
ever been able to measure a car freen 0=200 mph? That's reason encugh

e el b Lo,

-‘:ﬁ; Wl thee: cars it top spead? Will they hit an semodynamic brick
- ) wall? Wil they hit 200 mph? Wil they be gear-timited? 'Will &
modiern sport Bike embarracs the cars? Lile you, we needed
to Imow those answers, so we st out with our VBOX GFS test
equipment that provides us with gobs of data after tracking the

wehicles with amasing acoaracy,
And speaking of vehides, we tought 4 divene group. To that
end, from the wacing workl, Faul Gentilorzi beought two of bis
Rocoetsports cam—his Lola B02/00-Ford Creworth, Chasep

Car g his Jaar XBCR Trawrs-fum . From. the Geamad-Aen's

Rk sevies, Blackbunak Rancing shewee s with s Poavtiac-

Eiley Mk X1 Dayiona Probolype Ale: Gurmey' & i drbes

From the mner world, oor friends a2 HPA Motorports in
Canala towed for 15 hours o bring m their S42-bhp Andi TT:
Johm Henmessey blew in from Houston, coofident his ulim-potent
3000-bhp Hennesury Verom 1000 Twin Turks Viper woild fae well:
and, the folls: at Vorech showed p too, curious o see how thels
supechargesd 5T5-tp Musting would 36 o 4 mile
et was wedll pepresented by the
delectable 750-bhp Saleen 57 Twin
Turbo, a Ford GT. two s fom
o pal Aleds Pl o 2004 R Tiels
azal & 1966 CTE (the dlassic Vel
Bimd!); & Lambeoeyhind Mur-

ciagn, a Dodge Viper and 4

Chevrolet Coreette.

50 joln us now om a sun-
my June day in Lemosre,
and witniess mose than 8000
follective hemepowir thunder
down the nunway, in a test made pos-
sible with the gradous help and coopera-

them of the V.S Nave For the record, we ma in
the mornieg to bemefit from the ooler empern-

Buigd, and the windsetk revealiad 4 steady hasdwind
of abewl 10 mph bor most of the day, Esch velicle was
limited to & mpdsmm of e rons, Bt did not hive o
malee that mame From the wantage point of the start line
you oould see the car for about half-distance and then
bear it for the rest of the wiry, hoplng fer cean shifts and
no Fodden stoppage of wund,

|
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PHETTOL Y T S5 i, CAR TR0

SPEED aT1mue: 154.0 mph T8t

32.7 sec

A1 b

TIME 10 1 MuLE:

400 bap |
‘Poands per horsepower 7.0 I
Gearbox  G-5péad manual |
Thres Goodyear Eagie Fi |
Supestar EMT;

F45/402R-12 1
FRE5/350R-15 1

Catalytie comverters s

IN THE REAL WORLD OF EVERYTAY DRIVING,
the new Cb Corvette, with its small-Block
#HI-bhp aluminumy-5, 15 an ncredibly
potent car, especially when fitted with a
fegpeed manual pearbox and sport-tuned
E£5] suspension. But in this heady cast of
lummarizs, the Viette has trouble shimmg
Even so, Millen iz impressed:

“It does the mile 50 simply. 11 has good
iraction, and a mice gearbox. We did the
rusi in the Competitive Driving Mode, and
it was quite effortless. Mo drama what-
soevier. I3 an casy car o launch, and at
specd there were absolutely no problems
wilh stabakity.™

In adl, & fine performuance by Chevmodet's
sports car, and in the lnst 10 . of the male,
it pulls (S g i Sth gear, meaning it's stll
accelerating on the way to ils top specd
of 186 mph. Another siatistic of note: The
Wette averages 1001 mph in its mils. 6o
bad when you consider the standing siarn.

LLTLN lj!ll

= T =

SPEED AT 1 WULE:
TIME T0 1 MILE:

159.7 mph &*

__ﬂ.-ﬂil.l.lﬁdﬂnhﬂtlﬂiﬂl T

i the all-time winsdngest driver in IMSA 5T, to driv ;

Worlds Mark Cermdcloy wrang out the MV Agusta Fé-1000 Tamburied for all it was worth
(which, considering fis 542,095 price tag, & quite a lot). Also, do soto that the mph nu-

* baees in this test anen’t a vehicle's absolute 1op speed; they've ihe highest speeds it reaces
in ome full mite of acceleration, from 2 standing start. A fiving mile, soch a2 33 Bonneville,
in vy diferant Boaet, b car already ut apeed before estering & 1-mile speed trap,

Ndsec B

nance, based mot on elapsed times,
de reached in their respedive i-mile runs
we employed the sendces of Steve
rematning cars, while Cycle

LAMBORGHINI
MURCIELAGO

SPEED mimue: 168.0 mph @
TIME 101 mie: 30.9se¢ T

STEVE WULLEN FINDS IT HFFCULT TO LALMCH
the Viper quickly, what with its 525 [b-fi
of low-end tomue tending to overwhelm its
massive M5I0ZR-19 rear Michelins. Mev-
cribeless, using 2400 rpem, he gets the car
cait of the hole reasonsbly well. And by the
half-mmile mark—which the ock Viper hits
in less than M) see —the Vel (kpowered road-
gler, with top up, 15 blasting along o more
thin aboubde the speed limal, at 1421 mph

By the end of the mile, where the Viper
hits | 39,7 mph and air over the fabric top is
making lots of noise, Millen notes that the
car is im 5th gear, pulling only 2400 rpm.
For fun, o his Wy back 1o the p:ldlb:h.'k,
he checks the speed of the Viper in top
pear al a kesurely 20040 rpe., Adter lexrming
s 100 mph a1 that rpm, he remarks, *Thiz
tlting must be gu._m.'d for abowt 0K |11|'|h I
gucss that's what you can do with a big old
tonquey Vo100 that’s able fo loaf along ot any
speed.” For the recond, the siock Yiper does
reach its top speed in Sth gear, and over-
drive Gth gear is indeed a foel econommy
ratio thal bumps the EPA highway mileage
figure up 1o a surprisingly good 20 mpg.

Curb weipht 341010 Corb woight  S0201h
Horsepower 500 bhp Pl | Hersspawar 580 bhp
Pounds per horsepower  £.5 Pounds por borsapower 69 |
B Gearbex Gspeed manudl iearben  b-speed mammal |
Thres  Michein Peat Sport: Tire  Pirelli P Zean Reess;
F275/3520-18 1, 245/ 350R-18 1,
i F“_i-;l&.riﬂ.iﬂ 19¢ : i— P35 3R 18 1
LSty E—i . Catabytic comerters pes

AN, OUR LONE ITALIAN EXOTIC. THE LAM-
borghini Murcitlago, the most seductively
shaped ear in our growp, and in possession
of a mighty 380-bhp 4-cam ¥-12 thar drives
all four whesls via a viscous coupling cen-
ter differential.

Proddern 15, the all-wheel-drve system mers
the Slihklb, Lamba has afmost o0 much gnp
an launch, Mo wheelspin bere, What Millen
fmils i lis DNirst run = @ it of cleich 5.1ip_
cnough 1o make him decide not 10 make an-
odheer pass, NG & COMcETmn for the ¢ lateh

Mevertheless, it's a good pass, 1 feh like
I had a made a clean run,” says Millen,
“You necd 1o be positive with the gated
whafter. There's a dilterent feel to dnving
thas Lamborghim because vou sit &0 low in
the car. But frankly, | was a tad dusappoind-
ed with the performance. | was expecting a
bigger push in the back from the big Y-12."

The numbers, however, reveal otherwise.
The big Lamborghini reaches the half-mile
a tenth quicker than the Yiper, and then
opens that gap to a halfesecand at the mile,
where it has a decisive 5. 3-mph edge in
perminal velocity.




FORD 6T
SPEED aTimie:’ 171.4 mph

TMETo 1 me: 29.9sec B

Courby welphi 1482 b
Horsepower 550 Bhp
Founés per horiepower 0.1 .
Gearbom  G-3pend mamal
Tires  Gooddyear Eaghe F1 Supescar
Peas S5TR-158 1,
P15/ L07R-19 1
Catalytic comeriers (o=

“THES MAY ROT S04 LIKE THE REGHT THRG
10 sy, savs Millen about the mod-engine
Ford GiT, “but this thing could easily han-
il o kol more power. And | mean 'h:r_ A5 3
compliment.”

Inddeed, MWillen is smitien with the Ford

L 1L which looks greal as takes off down

the runway—with only a hint of wheel-
-.|'i|| and IIII-\.,||'I|'|_'.||'\-\. [Talils! Illq_' ::i'\-l_lllq,'.,'
“You've gol to case inlo the throtike, making
Sune you get thee best Irachion ywou can, savs
Sleve. “And then, onoe you e past |=t gear,
105 100l o the woodd all the tme, | had no
wheelspin m the upper gears, amd b, this
car has an incradibly wade powerband.” Mil-
lier, wh shifts the GT at 6500 rom., save the
car 15 exceplonally stable a speed, and the
shift Imkage back to the trancaxke, despite
1% |.\,'I'|_|:'.|'. s VY NCCIsE.

'l,” I|'|'|_‘|. I|'|,' I"“'I'.""\-"'-\.'I'. |'.|'\-|\| |:I| I:,:-..
put 1n a greal performance, compleiely
tractable on its lomg 250-mile slog up to
the track, even in beavy traffic, and able
o complete the mile a full secomd quick-
&r ihan the Lamborghine. Al sts termanal
specd of 1704 mph in the Samling bMilke,
g Bloe collar exahe ivom the blue oval
company 15 traveling awiolly fast, ot o mie
of 2514 [ il

B Our VBOY equipment. keft, fits enogly in the
rmopr of Fhe Retefiports Lolo, whikh hos rocker-
eduaied froat ssperslon. Abowe, the Ford 6T
vpredemmeier reveals Fhot the e ke e oibers
im the fest. |5 onpoble of much =g than e 6x-
2 oellest speed of 1.9 mph la the mile. Right, MIPs
L ghiing the 57 Twin Turbe The ande-awer twide,




1/4 MILE SPEED st

Lelh Chubrg Cai

| 1/2 MILE SPEED am
T

oot Corvti

B In @ full mile of poeleration, el wers of inkereiting speed
dota come fo Hhe fore, Mote haw e powertul (ond light)
Champ Lor redoets off the line eead hos @ blg edge in speed
ai the hall mils, b=t drops 1o third by the mile. o vidim of
high downlonte. The MV Rguito mabsroyde iutfers o dimilor
boie. becauie of high dreg. Comcricly, the bone-itod Saloon
57 Twin Tarbo peodudtion e, heavier and with tightly lria
paweer than the Loln, dines throwsgh the oir ond malies up
ground toward the ced of the mile, where it b 0 1.0-mphk
edge on the Chomp Car gt the lee. Az for the Hennessey, Hs
& B, incredibly quick In oll itoge: of the mile, We rerped
its twin-turbo W10 could prepel o Dodge Sprinter ven fo that
phesemenal rep speed of 1002 mph, but we don't went 1o
give this Wiper Baser any ldest.

Bl RodR & TNACE e ceadond rede com

1/4 MILE TIME s

FULL MILE SPEED mph
Hernessey Viper

‘Saleen 57 Twin Turbo

Laka Champ Car
Pt CTR Yellow Bird
Jaguar XKR Trans-Am
Poatiac-Riley DP
Fouf R Tl
Vortech Musiang GT
MY Agusta Tamburini
HPA Audl TT

Ford GT

Lamborghin Murciélago

Dodga Viper SRT-10
Chevrolet Corvetie



8 1 this edmittedly appi-to-oranges
ol b ol ACCELERATION CURVES
u.m.,':‘* = B Note the quick no-lift shifes of the Chame Car
_ When ihe Lolo Antihes tee mile, e . in rebartion to the slow 4-5 shift of the Bennessey
Viger, perhaps exhibiting the coutlon | =
Hesaeiiey Wipeds, the next-ghoesd !
© toe, b B2 M. behind, wherem Fhe bone- g Preded when driving o cor capable
todk produstion Corvette s 1888 . | of wpinning ity rear whees -

i arreari. Lewt you think e Corvette at 160 mpk.

b g, it pomapleted the bost holl-mile
I enly 12.3 sepondy,

’ /2 I;IILE TIME sz

SPEED (miph)

15

3/4 MILE TIME :«
Lols Chasy Car 107

1.3
Sakivn 57 Twin Torl A
ALLILE T amtail 216
Poslioc- ey P 7
pr NNR Tl
il B Terta
el CTE Yellorm Bird
Fond &1
HPA Rl TT
Vartech Muilsag GT

L ERT-10
Clarwrelei Coarrefte

N
- T e T, W —

N\

TIME {zeconds)
N

FULL MILE TIME s«

Loka Chasp Car ETE
Hennessey Viper ol
Saleen 57 Twin Terbo 3G
MV Agusta Tamburini 268
Pontis:-Riley OF 78
Jaguar YR Trans-Am 8.0
Fud CTR Wellaw Bird %6
PRl R Tuarbss 5
Fard GT 9.5
HPA Audl TT .1
Vortech Mustang GT 0.4
Lamborghini Murcielapo 309
Dodge Viper SRT-10

Chevwrolet Corvette 27

“FINISH




HPA AUDI TT
SPEED arimue: 172.2 mph fo*
TIME 0 1 MILE

&-spead manual

Dusdop 5P Sport klane,

235 40R-18
Catalytic converters na

IHE HPA AU TT, THE FIRST OF OUR TUNER
enines. s |'\-.\,:II_I|I|'II|-.:. prepared, replete with
rellcage, racing seats and a thoroughly
upgraded 3.2-liter marrow-angle V-6 with
twin turbochargers doling out 21 psi of in-
tercooled Boost 1o belp the engine prodice
1 slagrpering 542 bhp, This powoer 15 seni 10
all four wheels via a G-speed mameal trans-
mission (with hardened gears), a cinter-
meetal clutch, a Haldex center diff and a
Cuaife limited-slip rear end. This TT also
has mitrous, though not For imlemal com-
bustion. Rather, it's sproved on the inter-
coolers to help chill the TT s intake charge,
which HPA says is good for as much as 30
bhip ona hot day

With the sprayers on and nelrous gas
pouring out of the intercooder viends in the
car’s nose, the HPA TT heoks like a hissing
dragon but takes off like a banshee. Cradit
here goes o HPA's launch-control soft-
ware, which overmdes the BESP sensors and
allows cdaver Michelin tire engmeer Bran
Smuth o pin the accelerator on the Aoor ot
SO i, At which point he neleases the
clutch and launches the car when a green
light carmees on

[hee pesnbt’Y Chatstancmg, umeventful aocels
eration that's quecker than the Lamborghim
and Vipser to the uarter mile and bevond,
aided by a 30050 tonque split {as opposed 1o
the spock car's GO/0 splin) and the rermoval
of the TT s large rear wing.

N Rnother woy lo gouge & vehide i ocoeleroiion
ix to measure it longitudisal g that Foroe push-
rsg o driwer badk ints his ceat. Bnd this we aver-
oged In fwo siretches—in the first 100 f. of the
mile, 1o shaw boer mell the uehides loends ob e
Eas. ond In the ladd WD .. te previde on idea
af just how herd the wehigler ere ococlerofing ot
the end of e rfending mis. The Champ Car, MY
Agaria ond Hennessey Wiper take off with re-
markahly similar force. smd the Wanech Mutviang
poweri through the bast 100 feet at 0.12g. higher
thom the others and perhops awing e it rela-
tively longuid stort. Ao, becouse the MY Agurta
hhas bt 9y top speed before the last 100 f.. s
eiperieading no longitudingl g's when it rosses
—— ————

P i
- ._._.J'I-.'

MV AGUSTA F4-1000
MT TAMBURIN!

SPEED AT 1 MILE:
TIME TO 1 MILE:

412 Ih
173 bhp

Poumds per horsepower 2.4 oy
G-speed mansal
Michaln Flkol Powes
10655817 1,

; 190500817
Catalytic converters 0o

IN THE POUNDS-PER-IOESEPOWER BATTLE,
this limited-edition MY Agusta Tamburi-
ni—named after Mareello Tamburind, the
msan whao desigrned the Ducati 916 that miany
cowesader the pretisest prokluction ake of thee
Lasd dlecadie—has the cars handled. wiih each
hiorse nesd ng o moyve nnl:.' 2.4 p.ml'n..la; il
vehicle. And this shows in its acceleration,
which = nothing short of phenomenal. With
Cyele Wonkd 5 beartess Mosk Cemicky aboard
this 2-wheeled Femman—whose screamimg
d-cwlinder CINgine hes l..|'|.|h||_-':;-|'.1_l|:|| i|'||._-'i._|._-
trumpeis—tics the Champ Car 1o 60 mph, is
secomd quickest in the quamter mibe, is third
quickest ar three=gquarters of a mile and is
lourth qusckest at the male, whale having only

bl R Turka.

SR SEEE.

174.7mph %*
26.85ec

B Choose yeur weapsn! an MG, o& I8 Sepér
Hormet or ea MV Aguito Tamburied, The Itakan
biike blosts down the mile in the 4 quidiest time,

the ninth-fastest peak spesd.

What gives? Well, the MY moves ol
in @ ey, andled at Lemaoore by 8 shghtly
lowered ride height and an ECLU repro-
grammed to work with an opticnal tita-
niam exhaust midpipe that eliminates the
stock sileneers and the caalytie conventer,
Huol matorcyeles aren’t aersdymamical ly
clean, o the drop-off in acceleratson (rela-
five o the slecker cars) indicates. Still it's
impressive to see Cermicky keep the from
wheel down and hear him upshift in his
unique way, by keeping constanl pressure
on the shatt lever and having the no-lifi
shiflt tnke place the exact moment the cn-
gine's 12.850-rpm rev limiter kicks in.

Last 100 ft =gy




VORTECH MUSTANG 6T
spEED ar 1 mue: 179.0 mph ‘&*

30.4sec

3850 Ih

TIME 10 1 MILE:

575 bip

B
Fipecdmmuel |
Toyo Prooes A1,
245/40R-18 1,

y V53518

Catalytic comerters 1o

Harsepawer

Pounds per horsepawer
Gearkax

Tires

THIS MUSTANG IS5 VORTECH™S WELL-LUSED
tester, subject o more than 130 dyno pulls
hefore showing up al Lemoore 10 again
prove the impressive durability of Ford's
-valve V-Bz. Fed 16 pai of boost from
Vortech's H.O. centrifugal supercharger
through a large waser-to-air imtercooler in
the nose of the car, this V-8 puis out 575
Bhp an G300 rpam.

Drriver Richard Holdener uses o 3AMH)-
rpm launch, and modulates wheelspin wath
the throfile while stroggling to keep the
car headed straight on the first third of the
truck. After that perhaps overly cautioes
launch, i1 clear sailing [or thas Blustang.
which loeoks pretly stock bul does have
quite @ (e specd maeaks. Foremost amang
thezze are & large froal splitter, a near under-
bady diffuzer, tape on the leading edpe of
the kood, and removal of its side mirmons,
rear seal and OEM rear spoiler.

What's more, between mns, large 20-1b
bags of ice are placed on the intercool-
er's wafter tank to make the miake charge
35 dense as possible, OF nobe, the Yortech
husta ng pl.|||~: hardeer than any other car in
this test over the Last 100 L of the mole, as
its rating of (L] 2g aflests. This 15 apparently
& run In which Holdener has kept the ham-
mer down well past the mibe mark 1o see if
the Mustang hits the 6600-rpm rev limitce
in top gear, [t does. Whach equates 1o 192
mph, We can see it on the data, When Hold-
ener heard the rev limiter cut the engine in
falhy, be called it “music 1o my eans.”

B This ar of blwe b e Bul B Tordse, o troctelde dally driver
that lounches with inredible ferce, The Vortech Muisang, on e

-

B a5 g s e i g e g .

P Bl N

RUF R TURBO
180.2 mph &=

SPEED AT | MILE:

TMETo 1 mne: 2B.6sec T

151h

550 Bhp
1]

Er5peed mamal
Firedi P feso Corsa;

P35/ 80IR-158 1,
P15 308018 1

e *He

BEFORE STEFPING INTO THE BLUE RUF R
Tarko, Steve Millen asks Alois Ruf, “Hiow
fast is this lintle kaby going o go™

Rufs hemdble reply: *1 am curicus noysef”

I suspect Ruf liked the answer,

That his car, driven up to thie Eest 1hrmlf_h
L.A. traffic, could hit 150.2 mph in the
mile, at 28,6 sec., 1s most impressive, Ml
lem, though, & mast awed with the 59{-bhp
all-wheel-drmve cars launch. “That car qust
pulled. It launches harder than any other
streed car | have ever driven. The tomgue 15
meredibde. The trction s tremsendous, and
s really fan to drive.” Proafl lies in the dis-
s o speed data, where the Raf reaches
60 mph in only 177 fi., which is 46 i
sooner (han a stock Dodge Viper and 6 ft
before Hennessew's all-conquering Venom
Tiwim-Turbo Viper.

In hus runs, Millen drves the B Turbo
ke ot i has own car, shaiftimg it qusckly but
wilh care, nod crunching the synchros or
bouncing the 56-liter twin-tarbo flat-6 off
ite rev limiter. Mo modifications are made
to the car for this test...other than unload-
ing the luggage from the inip up. Then its
pedal to the metal for the rest of the way,
letting Kof’s superh SNZINeering take over
Ui of the handhest features on the B Turbo
i 1% Ohling hydrwlic suspensaon, which
can raise the cars body by 2 in. front and
rear, anytime 1Ls necded o0 negotiate a
driveway or anythang smalar, With it out-
standing performance and fine everyday
driveability, this B Turbo deserves its own
nickname. Perhaps Blee Bird?

_"r I "

e
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o Can the thunder? Bt's there,

i ol the Rodeetsports Loba, The
e Recing Pontiac-Riley Daylona
and the Redoetsports boguer INR
oar, These latter teo had guite &
banitie, the cempleting
the =ide a bit mare tham thee XKR bt

of o slightly lower speed. Unlike the Jog,

haweser, i ren with B rear wing.

PONTIAC-RILEY MK XI
DAYTONA PROTOTYPE

SPEED AT 1 MILE:

TIME 70 1 MILE:

Curb weight
Horsepower
Pounds per horsepower

H5 B
500 BAp
4.4

; ‘#f i

Gearbar

Ties  Hoosier mcing slicks;
BEx 1158181,
0% 1258181

| Catalytic converters no
ALEX GIURNEY IS WORRIED, WORRIED THAT
his Blackhawk “f'hlll r Pontiac- Rl'l.,"-. [ 1y
tomn Probotype, ulrh itz high downforce
|:'|||j'. and a |'II.|'~||I||I-|| 5.0 ||I-;,| Pomtiae V-8
{limsted to 500 bk p with imtake restrichons
by Grand-Am rules) would look slow,

He didn"t meed to be concermed

Even though the wbe-frame Dayrona
|:'|'|_'\-'||_'||:.|:'|l_' dhoes =l:|'l.||..'4_.'|l: a bt with a too all
15t gear, this red reckel blisters through
the quarter mile in [1.3 sec. at 135.2 mph,
growling -:I~.1|'|I'. a5 1 conlinues on 1o he
full mile in 27.8 sec. at 180.3 mph. All the
while, Alex is no-lift shifling the S-specd
X-I'rac sequenteal gearbox, each time the
upshait hight tllemmates at T mpm

Seapead Bc-lilt Saquential

G/ AT

Slodifications o the F!i'-_-:. fior the fesi are
muimimnal. Taping of the brake ducts amd the
lower edge of the Ponfiac kidney-shaped
grilles is pretty noomal studl] as is de remoy-
al of winglets from the front fenders amd the
Giumey flap from the large near wing. “Ir feh
longer than [ thought” says Gurmey of his

man. 1 was kird of lonely out there, And 1
like bo change 138 amd 2l pears if we could. ™

JAGUAR XKR
| TRANS-AM
180.5 mph &*
28.0sec %

2550 15

630 bkp

AR ]
S-spoad Hewland manual
Saoodnch [//A mong Sice;
2535016 T,
A35/45R-16 1

Catalytic comeriers 0

TIME T0 | MILE:

. Harsepower
| Peunds per Borsspewer
| Gearbax

Tires

Paur GENTILOZZI'S A BUSY MAM, PART
owner al the Champ Car World Senes amd
full awmer of Rocketsporis, which cam
paugns ciars in both the Champ Car and the
Trans=Am scnes. where Paal the dnver {at
the femie of the June test) was jest one week

away from rmaking his series-recond 19%ih
race siarl. [howgh Basy, the 55-yvear-old
Michigan mative likes to have fun, which
(1] 'l.-.h:.- hes al Lemoore, in that window be-
raeen the Milsaukee and Portland races.

Ciher than laming the Jag's body panels
and blocking off the mdintor for sero rea-
song, the Trans-Am car 15 not tweaked. In
hes trst mun, the 630-bhp XKR-—n x[!l.,"\-;,.il:‘:l_'
chassiz that has won two .;h,,“np:n;l-r“:hirq-.
soumds especinlly sweet, bat 1|r||}l}__-|-;-_a with
e mivch wheelspin following a SO0-rpm
lnunch and resches only into the 1705 Mo
fast enough for Paul

S, stability be damped, he has the crew
remove the XKR's large rear wing and
heads owt again. This tieee there’s a better
launch after a tire-warming burnoat, and
the Jag hits a very respeciable 18005 mph,
in 28 sec. fla

“It dadinCt Dk mot having the wang,™ ¢x=
plaing a wide-eyed Gentilozzi, who says
the XKE leels hke a much doflerent car
and Expenences wheelspn at |80, mak-
ing the Jag bt the rev limiter about S04
1L oo soon, “IU's kind of weird xplnl'.in}'
thie tires at 180, . .0t was like an E-ticked
ricle, while sittimg bockward, 1 |'||_'|_‘|i||.|_'|_| i
 litke [backed off the throtile a bit] o ped
it setiled down, but when | saw SS50H L
i Sth gear, 1M fi. before the end of the
mile, | thought I had Blown it up. 1"l tell
you what, 1"11 never do that again.™

22>




SPEED AT 1 MILE:
TIME 70O 1| MILE:

st 2580 b
453 Bap
&l 55
S-apeind mangal
Cenlop 5P Sport S00CE
205,/ 507R-1T [,
J5A0TR-1T r
Catalytic coaverters no

o s

“He

WHEX THIS BUF CTE. AKA YELLOW BIRD.
first appeared in Roed & Track—in the
July 1987 “Worlds Fastest Cars™ cover
story in which it went 211 mph at Yolks-
wagen'’s Ehra-Lessien track in Crermeany
there wis 8 yvoung waiter at a8 Bennigans
restnurant in Houwston who idolized Alois
Ruf amd ome day hoped 1o buaild Fast cars of
his own. His name: John Henneasey.

So when the noted Viper tuner soes Yel-
bowaw Bard i our lineup, he's toially scoked. ..
like o kid secing his deeam car for the first
time. At Lemoore, though, John's embu-
simsm is madched by that of Steve Millen,
who drives Yellow Bird—now with more
than 1NN kilometers on its odometer
e o scintillating speed of 1858 mph in the
stmnding ribe, notably squatiing with each
upshift of its super-quick 28 f-2ec. run,

Mot bad for a 18-vear-old car. ARbowgh s
ek quite as quick as a modern Trans-Am car,
it has a higher spoad a1 the end of the mile,

When Steve pels oul, his eyes are smil-
ing from within his full-face helmet. All
e can saw is: “Wow!™ Continues Steve:
“That thing's a blasi. It accelerates hard
It's a real old-school car with a lot of tosgue
and power. Just awesome, What a nush, It
palled the whole way through. You can feel
that it's lighter than some of the other cars.”
Then, & he gives Alois a thumbs-up sign of
approval, he adds, “In's a good ol car”™

Thie understatensent of the day

B According bo Rodustrports’ ows dotn,
whe Lola, even with reduced dewnbares,

#m#“'m“'ﬁ_—.ﬂ:—_._ -

185.8 mph &*
28.6sec

e bl m L

S
-
Eﬂl
=
o
=
-
=
=

SPEED AT 1 MILE:
TIME TO 1 MILE:

. = —
CGENTILOZZE] 15 WORRIED THAT HIS LoLa
i5n't very acrodynamic, that ils exposed
wheels and large wings, together with the
downforce-producing underbody, will cne-
ate o car that hits an aerodynamic brick
wall that other slecker cars will slice
throwgh and reach a higher top speed in the
mile, He's right, that happens. Bui no car

Gearbax .-'-scaeh'm_'ns.-_-qwn:a |

i Tires  Bridgesiose Potenrs |
| 'FI:II'I.‘E_SJIL"\

2555 1208151, |
L_____ 27.7 1 1608151 '

in this fest gets through the mile as quickly
as the DHL-sponsored Lola, whose sus-
mrension and granng are lailored for the
Portland race the follvwing weskend,

Fallvwing a couple of disappointing nuns
im which ex-Formwula 1 deiver Timo Glock
of Ceermany says be can actually feel ihe
drag slowing the car down, the DHL Loln s
prepped o go owl agam, thee ime with the
Ford Cosworth emmime mon having ' Power
2 Pass™ engaged which gives the 2.65-liser
turha VB an extra 300 revs (bo 123000 and
i h.lZI']‘::ﬂ ol addatsonal boost, which bumips
the outpl 1o B bhp. The power inoncases,
lL‘El:II‘Il:r with a rear wing reduced to jlh'l;
one small element, the brmke coaling ducts
I..:|:l.'-i| ol and the opteonal stickeer Brdpes-
tone slicks, makes for a much better cor in
the mile. Following some wild tire-wanm-
|I|¥ I'lf.ur'u'lu!'-.. e Lala blisters I]|r|.'||,__|_1h the
male i 242 sec, 1.4 sec, ahead of the mext
L|ui|.'|-1-.'~J: car, the Hennessey Viper, Thats a
bomg distance al 2033 mph

I'wo cdher amazing stats: The {'I};.mp
Car hats 150 mph in only B.6 sec., and av-
erages nearly 150 mph for the whole mile.
I another car his the starting line already
al that speed and keeps it there, the Champ
Car, from o standing stort, will carch it by
the end of the mile! Also, Hm'i.;mxpunh‘
o data show that when Glock lets ofT the
throttle afier the ren, the Lola experiences
nearly 1 g of decelermtion, close 1o the force
a Iypical production car reaches in panie
braking. Just imagine what a Champ Cas
could do given bebler aeno.. ..




0-150 mph s

B By no means k ony cor in this groep slow, but sote how
the Henneveey Wiper hity 100 in the some Bme i bokes the
Lambo ta resch 150, And althaugh the Champ Car ks phe-
memenally quidk from M0 so F50 mph, from B00 to 30D the
straloipheric power ond Brfler orredynomio of M Hes-

| mesey Wiger give it the odvantage. The o 4 giared to hir
| R il 1. 250 mph b $1h gear.

HFA Aadi TT |

------ 41
n3 ] 100-150 mph s
Lola iChamp Cark ¥ Y

Salenn 5T Twin Torks

Far mone vides actlon, sdditbsmal photography,
extra data and contact Infermation, see
www.raadandtrack.com

Ealeen 57 Twin Turko

Vortech Mustang T
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anly 23,4 sec., a command performance & quaner mile—ahead of the stock Viper
inl!!" s: ml" mﬂu maide pessble wilth pobs of power, light  Probably can®i even see the oiher car,
weight omd an serodynamic body, This is a That's power. We're talking about 1104
SH AT | MILE: 1“!.1 mph q” nluﬂ:lr for the '-l-'l'l-‘\-“i. amd af it's ::'h-:..:- topull  The-fi ﬁr:f:quu.- heeres, |'l||.h||.||1,|_.'kl‘:ll-: abvioushy
redling in lop pear, Saleen says the 57 is ca-  chunkier Viper body (with mirmors) ilrough
‘ ﬂ'll: E-"’ peeble o bty 235 mph, the air sl a fantastic spesd of 21002 mph,
SHER I - raising its fabric top off its internal structure
as it streaks down the runway with mened-
ible quickness between 100 mph and 30
mph, which it did in neasly 300 0 less dis-
iaree than the Saleen 57 Tain Tusba,

TIME 10 1| MLE:

S || HENNESSEY VENOM 1000

Pounds per horsspower 14
Gearbex  G-spead manuel

TWIN TURBO VIPER

Tires -'Pllmﬁ‘l:_’l F?'-'“' spat | SPEED AT 1 MILE: - The only thing Hennessey did specifical
21!..:2'-?:353- :' | TIME by for this test was run without air cleaners
Fat b L -I | 70 1 MILE; " . This bit John, as the added ponies probably
Catalrlic comeriers i3 | 30 b weren't needed, and the Yiper on itz fimal
L -
rum ingested a small pebble that damaged
Harsepawer !I::]:I g —8 ihe passenger-side urbos impeller <haft,
THIS 15 (MIE FIRST EXPERIENCE WITH THE Mﬂm mini which caused the seals 1o progressively
-"5|:I-h|lrl Saleen 57 Twin Turho, and we hke Gearbax 5‘W Tamal Y leak oil and Blow los of RMobil 1 smoke
what we see. The production car 15 bemsl- Tires '!|II!_I1-E'-II1 Piot Spert Cup, | ot the tailpipe, but no iniernal damage,
fully built, and if koks equal performance, | ﬁfﬁﬁﬁl i3
] . | ICNEAN ML et o,
the 37 would win hands down, based -nnr.|ll | 38 YR 20 | FI“I.THDI.EH“ : :
the atenteon it received from the Mavy MPs. | : And speaking of smoke, theres nothing
Fortunatehy, thas 5575, M) s [h.*-n nr has Catalytic comverters 1o deceiving aboul this Standing Mile; it's a
the performance 1o back up its looks, It - . — put up or shut up test that shows the tree

ran in bome-stock |_'n|||:._|__'r;|r.|1|-.:-:'|. with cols, WE ALREADY KENOW HOW POWERPUL JOHRN rower of 1his polent group o wehicles, as
the lone exception being an oftermarket  Hennessey's twin-turbocharped Vipers are.  fast o they are diverse, with tunir cars miix-
muffler added by the prvate owmer, Lising  Running 15 psi of boost, these stroked  ing it up with production cars and race cars,
a drop-cluich siart from 2500 rpm. Saleen  522-cu-in. Y-10s pui out 1000 bhp, roagh-  Kudos o all who panicipated; demerits 1o
test driver John Spruidll rockets the strect- |y twice the output of a stock Viper. Por a  those who turned down this rane chance 1o
begal Le Mans car down the rumaay. After  real-world example of how powerfully fast  plae In the meantime, study the data, and
1 205, T-mph mike at 25.9 sec, Sprall pulls 2 Hennessey Twin Turbo Viper is, consider  look beyond the astounding fact that we had
back into the paddock, allwing the Saleen  this: By the time it reaches the millz in 236 three cars go over 200 mph. See how, for in-
crew b0 raise the rear gloss to vent some  soc., it’s traveling 210.2 mph, or more than  stance, the mighty Hennessey Yiper and all
heat away from the twin-turbo pushrod alu-  a football ficld every second. the other wehicles in this pest complete the
i V-8, which rums only 5 psi of boost. More telling, howewver, i5 how the car  last kalf-mile i less me than ot takes them
Savs apruill; “10%s a lntle loosey goosey  fanes im relation o a stock Viper, an al- 1o do ke indtal quanier mile,
out there on the puint. Man, this car geis  ready potent car In the 1-mile sprint, with It has been fun. We look forward to do-
up there real quickly in ird gear. You gotta  Brian Smith at the wheel and stock 3.07:1  ing it again.
shift =0 gquickly in this thing. because its  rear gearing, the Hennessey Viper crosses
aceclerating like nobody’s business™ the finish line exactly 1328 (L—more than
“Modhody s business,” in real data, mecans
am 57 Twin Tarbo that reaches 200 mph in

-/

"F18 versus Cham )

u-w:qnaﬂ-qun-ﬂqmm.

F-18 Horned
! 1. " .-. |5 .
15,0 sec @ I.-B.!!mpl'L #,Imta'ﬂﬁﬂnnt'
i 19.7 soc @ 1962 mph | 2004 50 (B 2571 mph
mark, which it hits 0.7 second seoner than the jet. though bovellsgat 24.2 geC & 202.3 mph 23.5 sec (2 304.3 mph
onily 196.2 mph versas the jets 267.1 mph. - ;
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