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e nlEn SpsiTied
simple snaugh Ghe 10

Primedia magazine teams

$25 000 aach jo budd the
sl funar vahicla ’.I'Iﬂ:r‘ cauld
dream up, with the vehicia and
naarly all tha parts purchased
from ebayrmotors.com. Establish
A s et for project comple-
tion Then each team shows up
at & test track with i finished
product 10 duke if sul Aferward,
zal| the projects and donade the
proceeds 1o a warthy charhy
That was the plare Now, hem's
aur shony

The Car

What to buy, what 1o bulld?
Perplésing questons, mndeed
Stkrl with a cheap car, leaving
lets of maony for upgrades? Or
buy & high-performance car and
unlock ity hidden potential with

R

LT3

Farmaneng

Burcke? Mosslecar,
SOrTS CAF, Docksl-fock.

ef? After careful considera

Doon, one o Several Yolkawagen
madels appeared to affer the

TIgNt mix of LKLY, PErAOrTands,

'5-1:|'i-"!. and premium nameplsie
Wel remain atiordable. e
saarched eBay Motors for clean
et inexpansive Golls, GTls, and
Passats. Midway into the search
we flashed hack o a recent
wabor Trend shory CTunars,
Jemuary 008} in which we fest-
&d a positessly wicked W B32
buld-up by HPA Motorsports.
The R32'% 3.2:liber Vb had besn
trested to a twin-turbocharped

osome Assem

We buila It, you buy It
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_1_'::3.‘-\.:-
.:ﬁ

upgrade
Ehal raeed
autput o 550
horsepower, neting
11.5-caonnd st
mile nens. The HPA R32 alkso
wias oquipped with KW ooll-over
suspansion, grippy 18-inch
wihseisstings, and other bweaks,
rsulling in an impressive 709
rmph average spoed through the
pO0-foot sladom. (For compan-
0. 3 Fermarn Modema nuns the
cones af 590 mph)

The gaal this Bime was fo build
i kitckolt of HPRK'S mdeal 370K
R32 monsier. Bul we needad 1o
do it on the cheap, 50 -»::::-ull'll.;l
or and Buying the rghl pars via
eHBay would be cruceal

W found a 2000 GTi refroditted

with Aued's AMotion AWD—but ¢

WS IMSSINE e Sngine ard
nterice |t ran us 10000, Then
we scomd a modified VRE engine
with o Cuasde siv-spead gearbao
Later carme the purchasa of a
L HPA single-turbo system
with baan intemooolers. Mead up
v 3 wsoc] BOW INCE coil-crear
sisperion, A 18-inch wheals
wrapped in Kumdd Ecsta VD0

tress, and nearly ey 32 dec
brakes A Eumespec R3F body kit
dresser] un e olibaache, el 3
custome-siiched Alcantnar
VB SENCE Lip The Catan

As with & plastic modad kil (he
parts needed Assem
unchioning insshed product
Baing that the R28 project came
without instruchions, HREA,
(hpamotorsports.com) helpad
wlh the assambdy, Afmr creative
spending and many long nights
of wrenching, what were the
resgalls? Maothing short of
.I..|'||'|||'||.';
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What’ll She Do?

After laavingg HPA headquartars
in Canada and Cleanng cusioms
at mine in the evening, we made
a shakedown run of over 1300
miiles: bo Los Angales. We
encouniensd many rh.':llr:-':q::r'r.
{hey all lost) and verified thad
the d25=horse B28 afortlessly
echpesed it 1bl-mph Specdd
markings and sl knocked bach
1 coal 25 mpg in the process.
At the test track (with a full
tank of 91 octane), the RZB
blasied out 12.1-second LT~
ler-mmesa runs with consarvatnee
shifts, In braking, the car
dalrvered siellar 1 00-foot siops
fram BD mph and 207804

AN YOU KICKT

stops from 1000 In the &00-foot
slalom, the R28 husiled to an
Evo-like 71.5-mph average
spead. Test-driver Cheis Walton
nated, “Mot many cars can do
this, especiahy with thes amount
of precissn and predickablity”
This alalam runs wens backad
up with 91 g laleral-accelern
tion figures. Tha HPA RE2E
doesn't get hot, doesn't buck or
snart, and idkes like & stocker, In
short, it delvers red-carpet
performance at a shag-carpel
price. And. if the weather poos
saur, the BR28s AWD sysiem wall
delver fearhy idEmlsth
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0:b0 mph 14 mile BO0-@mpgh 100-0mph Slalam
MW N MO 5.0 133 113 33 b5
Carvetie 20§ 43 124 wr T 702
FHT-HHHIHII 4.0 124 117 315 a0
Lambarghisd faltards 41 128 115 el &
Mercedas-Bang E5S 4.2 124 118 318 B85
Parsche 612 1t 12.1 w7 kT 581
‘iﬂl‘ll’ﬂ 4.7 132 113 37 Ba

Ho Glue Required!

INSTRUGTION SHEET

It R28 stavied e as a sfripped
shell, buf fncluded $14K wardh of
Al AWD redrofd by the previous
owner. | F1LI00 worllh af PayPar
Bugks Bowp o cirfowr-siifched
suode interior, - Adiustaive KW
Sapension cow-over shooks
imprived handling sod alowed far
o rioe-faaight seftiars | A el
of R3Z brakes, including slothed
rofoes il parformance pade, cosl
SI1200 © A wsed HPA single=hovbo
syslem wilh fein imfercoolers sef us
buack STK, bl caliveved o sfellar 20
il off Boasd, & Afer a late-aight Mo
the VRE amgios wand in,
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The Twist

One lucky Motor Trend reader

will have the opportunity to buy
this R28 bruiser at eBay
Motors. The deal includes hang-
ing with Matar Tremd's test

or a day 1N Los Angeles, wihena

he ll lmarm e ropes of irack
testing, hase the opportunity i
trach test his new RZE, and gel
a ninty Molor {rend shart anao
jachet Hell also parbcipate inoa
private !::-I:l of instruchon along
side Molar e statfers &5 they
fwrther hone ther veEhich:
cantrol skalls gt the mew

Bandurant Drifting Schoo

onclusion

orTeg TENCY DUInE on ooy lot

f late nights at HPA, and horse

freding of parts el us Build the

2B within our S25K bucgped
Fhovwareer, f you red bo build the
S3TIE Car Using mow parts and
paid Tor [abor, if would st vou
back over $60K. Save yourself
ihe oxtra oost Dy Dedding for the
car on oBay and support a pood

cause in the process
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