COUPE SHOCIK: HYUNDAI ATTACKS MUSTAN

Mﬂ TORTREND
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THE BEST-LOOKING AMERICAN CAR IN DECADES

COUPE DE THRILL

CADDY CTS 2-DOOR IS THE RE AL _YOU'LL DRIVE IT NEXT YEAR
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JULIA L

(tuners)

HPA Audi TT

OuTTrageous

THE BUILDUP of this
machine actually started in
Germany where it was painted
custom Lamborghini Gallardo
orange before being shipped
overseas to HPA Motorsports
where the tuner completely
rebuilt the 2008 Audi TT from the
ground up.

Underhood, the stock 3.2-liter
V-6 was transformed with HPA's
FT-550 twin-turbo modification.
The compression ratio was
dropped from 11.3:1 to 8311 s0
the engine wouldn't grenade
itself when on full boost (17.4 psi).
Force-feeding the engine are two
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Garrett/HGP R25 ball-bearing
turbos, along with Race Grade
connecting-rod bearings, a cast-
aluminum short-runner intake
manifold, dual air-to-air side-
mount intercoolers, proprietary
silicone boost plumbing, and

a high-flow fuel-supply system.
Twin 60mm downpipes have
been added along with 100-cell-
count low-restriction catalysts
and stainless 88mm exhaust with
bypass valves.

Getting this 565-horsepower
beast to hook up was no problem
with Audi's fantastic AWD
system, but trying that with a
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stock S-tronic transmission is
downright insane. HPA popped
in performance clutch packs and
a reprogrammed mechatronic,
upping the launch control revs
from 3000 rpm to around 5000,
depending on your needs, while
a generation 2 Haldex sport
controller helps evenly distribute
all that power,

The KW Variant 3 coilover
suspension features three
individually adjustable
components that improve the
TT's handling without causing
a harsh ride. While 365x34mm
front discs with eight-piston
calipers and 335x22mm rear
discs hidden behind the
colormatched 19-inch Moda MD3
wheels wearing Dunlop 5P Sport
Maxx GT 255/35ZR19 perform

stopping duty. LSD provided the
Lamborghini-style doars.

On acceleration runs, the HPA
TT keeps you pinned back hard,
and on our figure-eight course, it
feels as smooth as stock but with
better numbers. While it enters
the corners nicely, rotates well
through the center, and explodes
out of the exits, too much throttle
mid-corner will still induce a
front-end push—nothing a right-
foot modulation won't cure.

HPA has again given us a truly
amazing machine, a complete
package. The tuner didn't add
just performance, but exterior
styling and interior refinement
as well. It'll cost you—about
$60,000 for the upgrades—but
you'll be able to beat almost
anything on the road. B
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