A Y |
Gemballa996-

Sharpening the

b

MEPLAY UNTIL 5/10088
AT 1899 - VOLUME 30, N0 §
#2155 » L85 In Canasla

350-hp Lorinser ML430 215-hp Supercharged Z3 MBZC230 Kompressor
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PHOTOS AY THE ALMTHOH
ver wonder how to drive your cat crazy? Clip a clothespin to its tail

and watch it tear-ass across the lawn while it tries to shake the thing

off. Interested in tormenting the driver of a high-end sports car? Tail
him mercilessly in your new diesel-powered Golf IV,

Warch the color drain from his face
while he warches an odl-buarner overtake
him through the corners and blow by on
the struights, hee his nose wrinkle as the
1] farts a victorisus sxbamy nate from
d |'|_|'|; il F'r.'ll.l.l.l.lll. Lptaernc i Ii||'\-.

Few dnvers worth their salt would
admic o such abjecr humiliation; |
Enow 1 cermainly didnt. The [ocrs

reffain. however— "-"l.r”‘.-.-'.'l'-ll-lrll'.- diesel
technology poses a bormidable ..]|.1L|r|'|-_,1c
to gas-powered automaobidles,

e scenario described ok place in
my hood on 2 serpentine stretch of pave-
micat [ kaow bereer than mv ehildeen’s
faces, Marcel Hormn of HPA was rlihu:i:ll;
a four-door Goell TD while 1 was seated

hehind one of ||-_-r-_|_|.|-.|.|1_||'-. fincst rem-

stivteens. | figured afver the Arst few blind
earners Marcel would be reduced 1o a
mere speck in the rearview mircor, but
such was not the case, Although 1'm cer-
min Marcels racing experience played a
[u.:l: in the |1|:||.|.|I|:|..|||q.|.' n:|l.|..||i|r||. thie
Iil'lll-"l 'a.;'l.lll.' ol |Ir|-|' I.:I.'llil t:!'::“ll.l:'l [ik :.‘u:l'
bowel-squeering torque and balanced
chassis af the Golf TDL
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FirewithoutSmoke
HPA% latest project sturmed life wirh as

much fanfare as POpPIing open a haorrle

l'|.:"|!.l|'\.|.':'l ."-Jl.! It wias WSt anoilyer hour-

dasor VW haichback thar .q-m:,-li-.._--. the
r..&l“-\.' I|:I| I.Ill'\-lll 14 l'-ll-'h-.'n !.!_:l.'lll'h
Canacian sales, The contenis of this par-
mcudar car ane special, however; the brow
(e poteht than che ™ |'+- | LM we el
stateiiche. The TDM mill was :|-:_;|.|-.1|,-.| ||_.
the factory to |10 |'|_;'\- with 173 hi-lb ol
rwist, 3 trim level |.-...|!-_|-.|_-_.|-|.|_- by the
red “I7 in TDL Intermally che two
cngancs ame largely the same—1.9 liters
o disglacement with a bore of 79, 7mm
10 itrake of 5. 5mm, The |-:!_- differ
ence i the turha, lnsiesd of a sandad
Whslejale the more E-n--.-:'l'.nl B1kW
engiine lias been htred with a lareer, var
able-vane turbo.  Other  differences
include a freer flowing manifold and a
ditferent engine management program
WO [alg=it! matcrial refers to this
engine as  very sporty —and whens the
a1 rme anvoene refemed to o diesel ir
tnose terms? In eruchs however, this & no
idie boast, and European tuming firms

were guick o recognire the potential of




the TDI engine. It's 3 win-win simsation
across the pond, where gasoline remains
significantly more expensive than diesel.
And while fuel economy is important,
altimately it comes down 1o the TDIs
impressive worque—every ft-lb of it
mavailable from 1900 rpm. OF course, it
all ends just above five grand, but by
that time the oppasition 5 behind you,
choking an tire smoke—and just tire
smoke: This new generation of direcr
injection diesel burns so cfficiently,
nasty black smoke is a thing of the past.

Volkswagen Maororspor has used a
stmilar engine for its race applications
and managed to wring 270 hp from its
nominal displacement. This was encour-
aging news w HPA, and it began an
ambirious TDI program with the help
ol the crew 2t KW Tuning in Germany.

The stock suspension was replaced
with K'W's MK IV Variant 2 coilover
kit, which is ride-heighe adjustable up
10 3 full 3.0 in. The inserts feature spe-
ctally valved Koni dampers that are
externally adjustable—the frones are
accessed from the top strut mount and
the rears by removing and ronaring the

damper itself. Running gear is deep-
dish KW Cup wheels measuring 8.5x17
up frone and 10517 at the rear. The KW
wheels fearure a unique, machined alu-
minum adapter that bolts 1o the hub,
which in mrn serves as the wheel
mounting surface. This mounring sys-
tem allows the sizable Yokohama A520
rubber (215/45ZR-17 front and
235M07ZR=17 rear] to clearance the
wells without rubbing,

Surprisingly, Marcel was running the
car withour the fronr anti-roll bar, a fac-
tor thar made little difference as he
blazed through the canyon. The
wemendous adhesion of the Yokes more
than made up for the geometric changes
up front.

Although motor modifications are
limited 1o a revised computer and cus-
tom exhaust, the results are stagpering.
The little Golf spun the big wheel on
the KW chassis dyno to the mane of 142
hp with a whopping 225 fi-lb of
worque—at the front wheels! In true,
diesel-like Fashion. the power is available
virtwally the moment the throele is
depressed. The Golf sounds surprisingly

good, too—something like a blender
full of nurs. bolis and sdrenaline.

The TDI is clad in the ourrageous
togs of Tony Ricger. The ensemble
includes a front spoiler with a carbon-
fiber splitter. side skirts and 2 rear
valence panel that encloses the dual 3.5
i, exhaust tips. The front grille is a new,
badgeless unit, and the front headlamps
have been rreated wath subtle evelid.

Genting trounced by HPA' latese pro-
ject was bad for my ego; thar the Golf
was powered by diesel fuel made the
results even harder 1o swallow. However,
through my shame came a revelation.
Until Volkswagen comes up with a
miuch-needed replacement for it aging,
less than impressive 2 0.liter motor, 1'd
go for the TDI every time. 8
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