
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prius Gen 1 (2001-2003) Installation Guide 

Thank you for purchasing the best Prius catalytic converter theft deterrence device on the market. 

Please read the following instructions to ensure the most accurate and secure fit for your Cat Shield. 

Professional installation is highly recommended. Please check out www.catshield.com for installation 

videos. 

Necessary Tools: 

 ¼” bit driver or ¼” socket 

 25/64” drill bit 

 Drill 

 Rivet nut tool with M6 mandrel/head 

 Marking pen 

 Protective eyewear  

 Center punch (optional but really recommended) 

 10mm deep socket with ratchet 

 

Included with your Cat Shield:  

 

 1 Cat Shield (2 parts) 

 11 rivet nuts (1 extra) 

 11 tamper-proof screws 

 11 lock washers 

 11 fender washers 

 1 bracket 

 1 tamper-proof bit 

 1 rubber dampeners 

http://www.catshield.com/


 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Bend the flaps.  Place the Cat Shield on a flat table surface and bend the flaps accordingly to the 

image below. Using only your hands to bend, place the flaps over the edge of the table and press down 

on the bend cut area to make a 45 degree bend.  Follow the order shown below. Otherwise the 

bending may be more difficult due to the interference of the angles.  

 

Step 2: Drill 2 holes for rivet nuts for front shield. Refer to image #1 and find the 2 “preexisting holes 

need drilling” these preexisting holes need to be drilled wider to accept the rivet nut. 

Step 3: Install 2 rivet nuts. Use the rivet nut tool and install the 2 rivet nuts in the holes from step 2.  

Step 4: Temporarily install front shield. Refer to image #2 and locate the front Cat Shield and raise the 

Cat Shield in place, locate the recently installed rivet nuts and temporarily screw in the screws.   

Step 5: Mark holes for drilling remaining holes for front shield. Refer image #3 with the front Cat Shield 

in temporarily in place, locate the remaining holes for the Cat Shield and mark the holes (x4) on the 

frame rails (x1) on the front subframe *(Optional, but highly recommend the use of a center punch tool 

at each of these markings for easier drilling.) 

Step 6: Drill 5 holes for rivet nut.  Remove the Cat Shield and use the drill bit to drill 5 holes that were 

marked in step 5.  



 

 

Step 7: Install rivet nuts.  Use the rivet nut tool and install the 5 rivet nuts in the holes that were just 

drilled.  

Step 8: Install front tamper-proof screws. Refer image #1 *Prior to install, place the 1 rubber stripping 

along the front sub frame as pictured below. Adding the rubber strip will help reduce noise and 

vibration. Picture below for reference. 

 

Install the front Cat Shield onto the vehicle. Use the hardware in the following order for the Cat Shield: 

tamper-proof screw, lock washer, fender washer, and Cat Shield. There are 7 screws for the front shield. 

 

Step 9: Install 2 rivet nuts for rear shield.  Refer image #1 locate the preexisting holes and install the 2 

rivet nuts with the rivet nut tool. 

Step 10: Install rear shield bracket. Refer to image #1 to locate the bracket location. Remove the 10mm 

nut and bolt. Lift the powerline cover bracket slightly on the side that the nut was removed and slide the 

bracket under the plastic powerline cover bracket.  Rotate the bracket using the nut side as the pivot 

point, lift the cover bracket on the opposite end (bolt side) and slide the bracket underneath the plastic 

cover bracket. Refer to images below on install. Try to keep the bracket as level as possble to the frame 

rail and tighten down the bracket. 



 

 

                                                                               

Step 11: Temporarily install rear shield. Refer to image #2 locate the rear Cat Shield and raise the rear 

Cat Shield in place, locate the recently installed rivet nuts and bracket and temporarily screw in the 

screws, adjustment to the bracket might be necessary for the holes to line up. 

Step 12: Mark hole for drilling remaining hole for rear shield. With the rear Cat Shield temporarily in 

place, locate the remaining hole for the Cat Shield and mark the hole (x1) on the frame rail. *(Optional, 

but highly recommend the use of a center punch tool at the marking for easier drilling.) 

Step 13: Drill hole for rivet nut.  Remove the rear Cat Shield and use the drill bit to drill the hole that 

was marked in step 12. 

Step 14: Install rear rivet nut.  Use the rivet nut tool and install the last remaining rivet nut in the hole 

from step 11. 

Step 15: Install rear tamper-proof screws. Install the rear Cat Shield onto the vehicle. Use the hardware 

in the following order for the Cat Shield: tamper-proof screw, lock washer, fender washer, and cat 

shield.  

 

 

Step 16: Complete installation. Use the provided tamper-proof bit and 1/4” bit driver or socket to 

tighten the tamper-proof screws. Check each screw to ensure the shield is completely secured to the 

vehicle.  Refer to Image #4 for complete install image.  Adjust the bend flaps to reduce the void space 



 

 

between the Cat Shield and chassis. There should be about 0.5 inches between the Cat Shield and the 

chassis. 

Step 17: Apply Cat Shield sticker (optional). Place the sticker on the vehicle to warn thieves this vehicle 

is protected by Cat Shield!  Recommended placement: Rear trunk.  
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Image #2 



 

 

 

 

Image #3 

 

 

Image #4 



 

 

 


